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READER 


Thought I had done with the 

Preſs, and was concluding , 

that I ſhould Trouble ic no 

more. But I find yet another 
+ Cauſe to Plead, farther than my 
Voice can be Heard. And 1n the 
Defence of that Cauſe, I ſend this 
Sound into the World, and would 
have theſe Papers to'Speak, as well 
" as they can, even when 1 am 
Dead. 

Beſides the too Common MNeg- 
l:# of God's Worſhip, in ſo many 
Families, Obſerved and Bewailed 
by all, whoſe Eyes he has Opened, 
which might give fufficient Occ s- 
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To the Reater. 


fron for the preſent Exhortation : 
A very Pious Lady, for whoſe Ex- 
celleat Perſon, and. .Exemplary-Fa- 
mily, I have a juſt Eſteem and 
bigh Regarg, gw Rat! pleas'd to delire 
this of me, in the next Edi- 
tion, of 


acmon iy Phot ci 
e Preface, to put all Families 


a their Prayers. That I might 
not oaly, ſhew ſuch jas.-needed 
Help, low. they ſhould do. it; 


ut 


Fi (if poſſible; ) bs Joftrawen y 


0 c0 Prevail with them, that t 
might .ogt,thll. ave ic "TR 
And; me late oe Gpragpes at 

I have made,; 64s Me: ; cauſe torn 
large, the .Com Wo, in, that Pre- 
face, of [he Cong $404 d Indiffe ifferency 
Saf Men , tg Hay 7 &, bet 
Y r them,” and 9; wo] ighly.Con- 
cerns them.y, GcNT, a = apt to 
be. Solicht 087, '#/ {a 45, ih if a6 to ſbew 


eheraleinen,; 48 F rig dly;; Con- 
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To the Reader. | 
Life, unleſs theſe fall direttHy in their 
way, and are [et juſt before them. For 
LT find that, ſome” will rfot- vouch» 
fafe, but ſo much as to U/e them, 
even when" they have them Ready 
by.thetr. | Woke of 
Now,ttiough the Inpreſon of that 
ImperfeQ"Pzete is gohe off 5 _ yet I 
am not Determined by thoſe” Soli- 
Citations, which would put me up- 
on Anather. Becauſe my End be» 
ing already gain'd ; in ſeeing it 
Communicated, and all Hands filled, 
asfar-as I thought my ſelf Obliged: 
T have no Motive now to be fur- 
ther concerned; Unleſs it were to 
make ſuch CorreFions, and to fill 
up ſuch Defei#s, as might give 
my ſelf (if not others) ſome better 
Satisfattion-inthat-Periormance.-— 
But what I have here to offer, 
would be too Large to be Inſerted 
in a Preface: And the Fime alfo 
might be too Loprg, to wait for that 
Opportunity. Therefore this Ser- 


vice to Souls, I now give out by 
itſelf. 


To the Reader, 


itfelf And though, I know, it 
might be much berter done by ma- 
ny others, if they would thiak fie 
ſo ro Concern themſelves ; yet ia 
the mean time, . accept it in ſuch 
manner, as can at preſent be done, 
by one that js full of Care and De- 
pre to Promote it as far as lies in the 
ower of 


Thy 
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Earneſt Exhortation to the Daily 
. Worſhip of --God- in" Every 
Family. 


Y preſent. Undertaking may feem 
very Fatile ind ordinary : Boe Veg. 
pett to find ir exceeding Weighty, 
and attended\ with no ſmall Diff- 
cylty. How I ſhall Acquit my ſelf, 

and come off in the Accompliſhment, I dare nor 

be Confident to Preſage : But that I could have 

no Reft in my Spirit, tul41 had Engag'd init, 1 

am\beſt able ro make Report, 


Tis 


' chief: Buſine 
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"Tis no New Proje# that I am upon. For Abun- 
dance of Ged"s Labourers are afore-hand with me; 
and have here beftowed their Paips, over and over. 
The thing has been often done ; And yer, Alas, 
3t ftill needs to be done. And whether or no I 
ſhall ſay any thing, but what has been ſaid ; God 

nt I may fay ſomething, that ſhall take Zfe#, 
fon but uſe my weik Endeavours, and Wait 
and Beg for the Bleſſing, from Him that has the 
Pawer to Perſuade throughly ; wherzeven St Paul, 
the Chief Speaker, can do it but 4hnoft. 

Chriflians! 1 addreſs my ſelf to you all. That 
as you ire called the Lords, So you may Call «pm 
the Lord : and Approve your ſelves his :rye Pro- 
ple, in being a-Projing People; and-makeit appear 
you are the Children of God , by crying-Atbs*Fa- 
ther. Yea may not only give yourſelves ro Prayer, 
and the humble Signification of your Deſires to 
Gol ſtill, for the obtaining of all that you would 
have, every one part by yourſelves ; ( Whick I 
know none that qwn the Chriſtian Name; who 
do not prerend,to: ) But may Accuſtom your 
ſelves ro Pray alſo Conjuntly, and all rogether in 
your ſeveral Families, Which is that part of the 
Service of God, that my thoughts and Endeavours 
are now at work, to Eng:ge all whom I can pre- 
vail with, to ſet upon it, and to ſhew their Zeal 
and EFidslity in. it.; *Tis.not the Manner of :go- 
ing, ther. I am now Preſcribing.; Nor the SegTpre 
1; particular, when: you Jhal do it. \Bwt my 

ſs is to Propoſe, and Recommend the 
Thing it {clf; And ſo to Quicken your.Cate, and 
Win your Conſent, that it may be Daily and Du 
done; #7 

And my Application -is Figſt to. the -Maſters, 
that have the Inſpeftion ard Condut of Fami- 

o lies. 
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lizs. Fur the: Houſes have. no Ear: : And O that 
I may not figd ſome of the Owners as Deaf , as if 
they had none! 'Tis You, Sirs, that muſt Ser 
the Feſbion to your People ; and not only Tell 
them of their Daty, bur go before them in ir. 
'Tis your Example that will go furtheſt , either to 
Deboch, or to Reform , your Houſes. And you 
cannot do Well or 1/1, but it will be like to 4/45 
the Reſt, as well as your ſelves. And of the 
ſame Strain as the Maſter is, much thereafter uſe 
to be the Children and the Servants. For they 
will think themſelves Concern'd ro Write after 
his Copy ; if but to be the Ezfer under him, and 
the more Acceptable to him. So that you ſhall 
not only Anſwer for your ſelves, but for all the 
Members of your Families ; that were Hurt , or 

Bettered by yon. According as you go in and 

out among them and lay the Prern befere them; 

Ie may be as much as their Sevls are worth : Ani 

they may have cauſe to. B/:{ you, or to Curſe you, 

for ever. They now ſa much Depend upon you, 

and are ſo much Determined by you ; That what 

you 4:, and* what you Do, goes for Law with 

them, and has the greateſt Influence upon them, 

to make them Be and Do 4ike. If you then thar 

ſhould be the Stays and Guides of your Domeſtichs, 
are Swearers, Drunkard:, Brawlers, or Muck-wo-ms ;; 


without any Seveur of God's holy Religion ; and 


no Lovers of Prayers ; but Cold and Liff/*{; ro fer 
them Forward ; even Loathing any thing, which 
Looks that Way; and Introducing ſomewhat in 
its Room, more to your Mind, but lefs ro your 
Credit, O what Diſorderly wretched Houſes rhen 
are you like to have ? And who can expett thar 
thy Sex and thy Daughter, thy Man-ſrrvant, and 


thy Maid ſervant, ſhould be much Better? When ,., e,, 0 


thou who ſhouldſt goto Pray with them, and fhur 
B 2 


vp 
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up the Day, with the Worſbip of him that gave it ; 
Inſtead of doing them any Good , Lyeſt & as a 
os their way, to Stomble and Hurt thern : 
"When there is nothing of God to be (een in thee, 
'beyond thy Human Shape, Nothing of God to be 
Heard from thee, bur in thy Oaths and Cwrſes : © 
how Deadly then is thy Caſe? when thou art in 
thy Blood, and the Blood of all rhe Souls too, that 
are indef thee, and ſo Abuſed by thee, wilt be 
"uþon thee! Such a Maſter, fuch a Farber ? Thy Sere 
anti, ind thy Childrm may feet the Plague of rhy 
Ungodlineſs upon them, to all Erernity. 'Asa 
great Oak Falling , Cruthes down all the Under- 
wood before it, So thy Falls and Miſcarriapes are 
fatal Breather upon thy whole Fatnily, Thou art 
the 7gnis Fatuns, thatLeadeſt them our of the way? 
2nd Teicheſt them ro Tranfgrefs. ' Thow art the 
'Teroboam, that makeſt them ro Sin. Thon haſtthe 
Charge of them ; But ſo Betrayeft the Truſt , that 
inſtead of being the Berter, they ate all the Worſe 
'for thee, and will tife up in the Judgment againſt 
thee 
The Lord give thee Eyes to fee thy Caſe ; and 
4 Heatt firſtro Judge thy elf; and Grace to Re- 
penit afd Zmend the mitrer ; before rhon Fall, and 
thy Houſe Fall upon Thee ; and fink thee into the 
deepeſt Damnatzvn , mixver ro get np again, O 
thit'chou moiſt Remeniber thy felf, and thy Ac- 
counts, and Turn to the 'L ord, and' walk more 
Regularly and pioufly in thy Houſe : To Repair 
ſome of. che Miſchief thar thou haſt done ; and 
yer"to. Beg; the Sonls that baye been f6'mnch 
Dennifiid by thee, For thou art 1 Viity man; ro 
ſand Raltyihg at thy Houfe; and compliiniag of 
Stubboru Children, or Treachirou; Servants wha 
thou wilt not give thy Example, nor thy, Prayers, 
to make them *Berer - Though by this means, 
' ( for 


to Family Prayer. 5 


( for ought thou kneweſt,) Thou mighr'ſt be the 
happy Inſtrument of their Converſion and Salvs- 
tion, 

But Ble(:d. Souls ! That ſet a quite contrary 
Patern! And inſtead of Leading others into Sin, 
are all for Helping them out of their Sins: And 
thus Serve the Lord, and Aſſiſt their, Miniſters, in 
Tarning many to Righteouſneſs; and by theift 
Examples and their Intereſt, by their Speaking and 
their Doing , Guide their Neighbours in the Pro» 
greſs to. Heayen ; Quicken their Families to. Seek 
the Lord; Trace them out a fair Path of his ho 
Warſbip ; and Encourage and ſet them forward, 
in all the ways of Sobriety, Charity, Decency, 
Godlineſs, and Honeſty. A Comfortable Account 
ſhall they have, and a Sentence full of Joy from 
the Lord. Their Families, their Ngighbours, ſhall 
riſe up and call them Bl:fid : Yea God, even 
their own God ſhall Bleſs them ; and make them 
enjoy the Fruits of their Labours, and of his Gyace 
and Bounty , in the Heavenly never-ending 


ory. 

.  O that you; would all ſo lay this to heart, as to 
think your: ſelves more Concern'd in the Godly 
Regulation of your. Families ; and the, narrow Cit» 
cumſpeQion. of your own Converſation. among 
them ! For this is the main Mdicetion and Diſcove- 
ry of. what a man is, By his Condu& and Behi- 
vious at Home ; and the Rules and Otders that he 
keeps in his Houſe, Becauſe Men Abroad nfuall 

go upon their Guard, and are more Reſerv'd at 
Demure in ſt: ange Company ; So Concesling them» 
ſelves, as to appear Other and Better than really 
they are. But where they may be Bold, among 
their own People, There they are wont to ſhew 
themſelves, in their proper Shapes and Coldurs. 
That you may then. Judge according to Truth, 
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Here take better Notice of your ſelves : And that 
you may alſo rightly Inftrut and Edify Ochers, 
Take berrer Heed to your own Ways. For they 
will Watch rhe Steps of your Feet , more than 
Mind the Words of your Advice ; and there Ven» 
rure to Slight the beſt of your Counſel, where they 
Ge you take the Liberty, to Run our another way. 

Nor yet think it all, to ſet ſome good Examples, 
for them to Follow ; ( Letting them ſee, Thar 
you are not Hypecrites abroad, and Devils at Home: } 
But uſe all the Intereft and Authority you have 
with them, to do them Good ; and to make them 
ſuch as God would have them. For ſoa (you 
know, ) The Lord commended that great Father 
of the Faithful ; Gen. 18. 19. I know him, that he 
will Command his Children, and his Houſheld after 
him, and they ſhall keep the way of the Lord, You 
that are Over them , muſt Lay your Charge upon' 
them : And here is the beſt way of ſhewing your 
Authority : and that you are Reſolved to be Ma- 
ers in your own Houſes: When you Declare, So 
I expe& ir, and fo I will have it, from all the 
Members of my Family ; Such and ſach Orders, 
at all rimes ; and our Offices of Joint Prayer and 
Devotion, at ſuch and ſuch Appointed Times, 
and a Conſtant Serious Artendance u them. 
And -I.thus Reſolve, not only for your ſelves, bur 
for all under your Reef ; With that great Exem- 
plar, as well as Commander ; Joſh. 24 15. 4: for 
me, and my Houſe, we will Serve the Lord. 

And then are you fit indeed to be Maſters of 
Houſes ; When you take not Care only of the 
Work, and the Diet , and outward Conveniencies 
of your People ; but chiefly of thejr Religion, and 
their Souls : To bring them under the Toke of 
Chriſt ; and to Train them up in the Nurrure and 
Admonition of the Lord. And though you can» 


not 
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not Undertake for chem, to make rhem all what 
they Thonld he : Yer muſt you Refolve , That it 
ſhalt noe Nick upon you; as the Fault of your 
Condu&, jf they. be nor. For: too commonly, 
their 711 Manners fly in your Faces 4 and Upbraid 
your Miſmanagemene. How elfe could Children 
be ſo Rude, and Ripe for Hell, even before rhey 
Rnew any thing of God and Araven; If you gave 
them. detrer Education and Erample? Durſt Ser- 
vant; Swear and Curſe, and Talk filthy, and AR 
as Scandalouſly, IF their Maſters were Piqus, and 
ſhew'd no Countexance, but their 4bhorrence, of fuch 
Wickedneſs; and gave Themfelves Patterns of 
the Contrary ? But how many do lirtle or nothing 
Regard, What their Servants are rowards God, if 
they Carry but any thing Fair towards them ? 
And may be teadier to $;off a poor Servant, that 
Reire) che Lord ; Than to Check 2 Vile Wretch, 
that "is as Pai and Loſt as files. They 
Drive their Servints even onfy as Tram of 
Prntes : Ani all they expe from them, isro do 
their #%rk : wharever” becomes of the Work of 
God, They think it enough to Provide for their 
Bodies, Ler their Soalr Sink or Swim. And the 
greateſt Teaching they give their Children, is co 
be Thrifty and Sa ,. to make rheic Part good in 
the World: © Or if! rhey dv Teach them any Ca- 
rechiſar, or Beats of Refigion ;' Alas, what Good 
is it like to do them ; As long as they ſee the Pa- 
rents fo ſhamefully Conrradid their own Inftru- 
ions ? They are Children indeed, that havEnot 
fo much naturaFZzg3ict; as to Argae with them- 
ſelves, -If the Service of God were of ſuch 
Netsſfity, 2s we are told, why then 'do our Parents 
fo Ny k#and throw it Pon They are grown to 
Difepet:n 5 and in; all Appearance, much Nearer 
to another Wirld, than we: Therefore what makes 
B 4 them 


_. 


8 4 roſa, 


{ C L, Q 
bur wha EEE TIE: oy al 
at C 67 Dy KY 1) C 
ro, meddle. ith F- Tos 


elſe z0 do, nd axe; wh ove mT, 
the erwaved Nature i in them, that wi 
Witty enough , to hit.upon any, ſuch {gs © , j4 
G6 eff their Duty. And their Parents way an 


do to. make, Ys . 
Then ive tj rec 5 — Ree Co -— 


QIIE- 


ions alſo, ro eg 
ag ER Ahwbaris 
t err ſters.. 
er10us _ Godli WEE Servant & al te he 


muſt not be 4 in eng. to Appear, for i 
ofter to be Better en Better 5. No, oy 


ew me _” 28. r, DPiſpretion. 
Word from # e 38 Faye Dir. 
Wound 
Than m 


thus fach Thzers train ain.up Pupil;,. fit to 

Strengthen; the Kin dom of Us ren Here the 
Seeds are Sown,and the Trees nurs 1) hel rear'd 
which (when re arg TORS to pol 
vr the Eargh, wxh 

enact. 

Cy 7 anquill os ae ny lc 


that all'vf you who are concerned,wop!d pus 
to thet elping Hands , to: reftify this _ in 
the firſt Genca:on-! And caſt their Salt into theſg 
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Promiſes.to Promote at Home, in'the Perſons who - 
are Near his own Sacred Perfon; It does Depend; 
upon the Reformation of particular Families ; 
Thoſe little Kingdews ,, where every: Maſter is as 
the Sovereign, to give Laws to all his Houſe. And 
without you, ( whom I am ſpeaking to, ) it will 
not be done. But by your Combined Aſſiſtance, 
The Particulars, ( of which the hole conſiſts, ) 
will be Reformed : And fo God's Anger will be 
Avertid, and the Nation Seveds And where you 
cannot have All, to bear you Company, - yet 
Strive, whatever you are able, to make a Majori- 
ty... And by that Means, you will moſt oblige 
your Country; and be ſure every one, to Provide 
for the Security, and the Felicity of his own Fa- 
ily. 

Now hitherto I have been dealing in General: ; 
To prepare the way to my Main Deſign: And 
that is, particularly and eſpecially, to engage you 
all to the Serious Prattice of Family: Prayer. ' For 
as there will be no true Happineſs, without 
ſincere Heltme/s : So there cin be no Holy, 
Sound Reformation , without humble and earneſt 
Swpplicarion, And it was a true Connexion; ( tho” 
the Application ſeems too Severe., toi be faſtned 
upon ſo (zvod a Man) Jeb 15. 4, Thes cafteft off 
Fear, and Reffiraineſt Prayer brfore God. | For they 
do not indeed: Fear the Lord; that-do not. Caf 
upon him, Not ts Cal wpon the Lord! That is 
made the very Upſhot of all the Bafeneſs and 
Wickedneſs recited ; Pſal. 14. wer. 4. All other 


- Goodneſs will do, no Good, if this be wantihg. 


And all other Cart and Pains will ſignify No- 
thing ; If thus the Lord be not, Prevail'd with, 
to add his Bleftings. Except the Lord Build the Houſe, 
{hey Labour in;/am that Build it, Pſal. 197.1, And 
except ye ſeck and beg this. beſt Edification of all 

B 5 your 
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your 'Honfes, at his Hands; you are as Pain, to 
ExpeFt it. When as all hangs upon his Bleſſing: 
. And even that Bleſſing he has S«ſpended upon 
your Praying ? And ſo, (afrer a ſort,) has put the 
matter into your own Hands: Whether you will 
have all the Good which you defire, in the way of 
Prayer : Or elſe Loſe the Bleſſing, for want of Arking. 

Now that I may not feem to-put upon you any 
Umnresſonable Servixez or to urge you to the thing, 
that*is of nn Necogery, or of no Importance : I will 
endeavour to ſhew you the Reaſons for ir; and 
ao to Anſwer the Objefions againſt it. And of- 
fer I have-given a few Words of Advice for the 
Management of it ; I will add ſome more of Perſua- 
fin, to Quicken you to it; and conſtantly to go 
on, and Perſiſt in it. 

I the Reaſons for it, I would let you ſee both 
your Obligation, and your Entruragement to it: 


And nor only convince you, Thar it is your Du-- 


ry ; bur Satisfy you, That it is alſo your Interef ; 
and every way as Good as it is Needful for you. 

7, 1 Argue from the Obhyeation, That Fomily« 
Pr ayer is your Duty, and the Dury of all Families. 
God having ſignified his Pleaſure , to bind you to 
it : Therefore you ought to make Conſcience of it : 
And not to Jook upon ir as a matter of 1ndiffe+ 
rency ; left ar your Choice; but of Neceſiry, to 
Oblige your Conſcience, The - Command and 
Injun&tion is fo Clear and Frequent for Prayer it 
ſelf, To Call upon the Lord, and Blefs his Name; 
that I never. heard any Diſpate it : But even they 
who do norhing at ic, will yet ſpeak for it, and 
talk of Serving the Lord, and Praying to God; when 
yet they ncither Mind nor Cire, How or When 
1t ſhall be done. And the Command is as Ex- 
preſs, To Pray every where, 1 Tim. 2, 8. and to 
Proy Always, Luke 18, 1, And by this Praying 
EV. ry 
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Every Where , and. Always, What can we pnder- 
and Leſs. Than that we Thould do it, in all 
Places , and.at:alb Times. that are Fic and lf 
for it? Now-in. your Families, Have you not fair 
Conveniencies for it, and inviring Opportunities , to 
put-you upon it ? More and Berter, (I think,) 
than any where elſe, unleſs the Church. For there 
ſure, Two. or, Three ,. or more,” may Meet toge- 
ther, in our Lord's Name 3, 4 tas upon any 
other Accounts, And ther ve the Advan- 
tage and Talprts pat into their Hands; which they 
are bound to Uſe and Improve , to the Honexr of 
their Lord ; - and to the Promoting of their Aturus! 
Salvation. And ir is their wilful Favle, and their 
wicked Negle& ; if they let Slip choſe Advantages, 
and Bury thoſe Tolents. Sure, if they do Regard 
the great End of their Living; They will think 
themſelves infinitely Concern'd, to Imploy them 
to: betrer purpoſe: And nor count it more Mate- 
rial to attend their Backs and their Be/lier; than 
to ſerve their God, and fave their Sewls. 

He that in his Providence, has ſo Ordered their 
Being, and the Circumſtance: of rheir Living, may 
w<ll expe& ir from them, That they ſhould Re- 
coznize and Adore him, in thetr Jojnt, as well as 
Single, Capacity.; Nor only 5s Individual Perſons, 
bur. a lictle Boay and Society , brought together , 
even for the-purpoſe; To joyn their Forces in 
the Comman Eerbics of their great Founder, and 
continual Benefaftor, and ſtrive Together in 
Prayer. This ſeems to be given for the main 
End of their Conjunfien in a Family: As 17. 
26 —7., God that fhiade the World, bas determined 
the bounds of their, Rabitation ,- That they ſhould Seek 
toe Lord, Not that they ſhould Arget and Diſean 
the Supream Head of the Family ;; and Cobatit, 
as if they had ng Relation to bim, nor Dependance 
upon 
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vpoa him , Nor any Hrmate and” Pribiel to pay 


him. 

You Maſters have Power, which yott ought to 
uſe for your great Maſter i wh el] To Come 
vere your People for his Wor For they are 
not qnly Near 10 Place, but i fin Rexdinels at 
your, Call; And you a 16 7ojy'd" in mutual Re- 


ations together; that it 1s". to be ſippoſed, You 


yld- be-mor, fly concetned for vhe-ano- 
ther,, and more, frward to pot your Afi. 
ſtance in the, Service , that tends { much ro che 
greateſt Good. of all your Souls. Hers they is the 
Obligation ; not only of godly Zeal and Piety, 
bur of Brocherly Love and Charity, lying upon 
you... And fhovgh you pretend to Pray every cne 

AN p VET IIP you 9% Be a Kiba, of Hoſe: dit hc 
you.cagndt Agree, todo it in Conjubt? og, 

Hale | > Warts © which yon ſhould Rill 
0 2$ Joure as you can Have it, T'o ſhew that 
you are for Prafijing , as, well as Believing; the 
Communion of Saints. 

You that have: the Care.of the Reſt, How can 
you ſhew your Care; better, than in making , the 
KA Proviſion can for their'Souls, "That thefe 

Yoms, Bye eir daly Meals with yOu, 4s well 

adies. Ad you muſt take Cars thit 
: TY God; . May. not you be betrer ſirisft- 
ed, to {ce them Jozs with you ; than to £ low 
them every one t9 their Privacies? A$t0 ich, 
You may Exhort them; but there you miſt be 
Lin to Leap, apd Truft them. You are allowed 
Zz6chers in your Own Families: You have there 
Wa or, it 4. Yea an A Comitnind ts If, 
Sy 6 how, Gan. you better Teach thasn, 
A Ja — g..them 7 Prat. Thar forthe 
—_ be all Taught of God, Aid then' What 
Effet ual Methed of Teaching em” to Proy,, 4s 


£0 
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to Tammplify it to them ; in your Daily” Prafice * 
and to:g0 them in the way of Prayer ? 

I hopd-you will readily ——_ That 
God the Lotd of your Family is to be Honoured 
by you, in every Relation and Capacity : And that 
he thould not have the leſs Honour , but the 
more,from Mefters ;Becauſe he has Honoured you 
with that" Awrhbority, above the reſt of the Family. 
And if you muſt Honotr him ia the moſt Solenm, 
and beſt manner, ther yoo are able j T ſhall leave 
you to judge, Whether you do nor Viſibly pay 
him the Greater Honour, in Falling down to 
him, before your Family ; and Obliging them all 
to Jojn and Aflift you, in the Adoration, Than 
only to Steal into a Corner , and do-it by your- 
felves. You give Glory to God, even in Confeſſing 

ohr' Sins :* Ard as you Sin together , ſo irfooks 
Hike a Cimcern for his Honour, Humbly ro Confeſs 
itall together: To ſhew, That though you be all 
Frail Creatures, yet you do not Hold together a- 
gainſt him, as a Cluſter of Rebels: But throw your 
ſelves upon your Submiſſion,before him ; and make 
all the SitiefaQtion, thar you are able, to him, 
'- And/let me mind you to Conſider, yet further; 
Whether you have not Blſmgs to the Family, ag 
fath, which therefore you ought to Ownall roge- 
ther? 'Even for this very” Priviledge, and-ſuch 
pretions Opportuniries as you- have, to come' in« 
to ths Preſentes of God; und Pour out your Coni- 
plaints and Deſires before him ; Sure -you are 
bound to” Ble{s ant Praife bim-- And can you 
ve all (HI upon his Bleſſings; and yet Smecber 
the Kindnefs'of Heaven in a baſe Difregard? 
Git you Eive together, and make-ne Acknow- 
Jedgmenty together , of your 79 x-O0bliz ations to 
the'Lo1d? When you zre all ſo much Beholden 
to him, that you Live continually upon _—— 
6a, 
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Yea, are You not- all Chriſtians, that is, Perſons 
Devoted, as Holy to the Lord? And-muſt not your 


Hoaſts then and Societies; that are made wp 'of 


ſuch, be ſo Devored too? as & Gineration of them 
that Seek him , Pſal. 24. 6, You may read ; Lev, 
27: 14. Of a man_ Sanflifring -his Houſe, to be 
Holy ts the Lord And the Title of the 3oth Pſalm, 
is, 4 Sorg at the Dedication of David's Houſe, Now 
all the Houſes of Chriſtians ſhould be ſo Conſars 
red; becauſe the Inbebitants are. And every one 
of your Houſes ſhould be 'the Houſe of Gerd; A 
Bethel, or Temiple , where he dwells. Thus you 
hear: of the Church, in ſuch or ſuch a Man's 
Houſe , Rom. 16. 5, The Church in Aquils and 
Priſcills's Houſe, Col. 4 15. The Church 'in Nymphas's 
Houſe. Philem. 2. The Church in thy. Houſe And 
where-are but Three , though Leyanex, {in the 
Judgment of TericiVian,) There's a Church. And 


what a Church is that, where they. do not Pray 


and Praiſe together ? In his Temiple every one ſpraks 
of God's Homeur, Pal. 29 9. Not only each by 
themſebves ; but all in a Body. If not, it's doubr- 
,,< they belong to another Lord , and that their 
Houſes are yer Profane : and Unhallowed Chappels 
of Eaſe to the God. of this Wirid;. and, ſuch Tears 
of Wickeda:ſs, where $s:an's Throne 15: and He 
the Lord Paramount, to imploy them, about other 
ſort of Buſineſs ; . and to Interceps their Homage to 
the Rights! Sovereign : - whoſe Honour and Glory 
he Envies, and Hates , and Hinders , all that ever 
he 45 able.” -And will you 'be Rul'd by ſuch, an 
Enemy , to with-ho!d the Rights of Him , who 
Owns and Kept you all? Will you be. Children of 
Belral , that Deſpiſe their King , - and bring bin ny 
Preſent: ? 1 Sam. 10. 27, When, you hald. 44 from 
him ;- will, you pay no Skis and. Service'to. him? 
Will you grudge him {o much as the poor Ac 
krowledgment 
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knowledgment of your Prayer: ? And think that 
little, Qwit-Rent too much for him to have? You 
ſhew then what you would do,if it were left all to 
your tgenzity : when you can thus Embezzel from 
him , againſt ſo much of his Declared Pleaſure. 
And does not Conſcience here Arreft you for this 
Debt, due to the Crown of Heaven ; and hold you 
in Dwrexce, till you pay it? For can you ſay, in 
this caſe, That you want the Knowledge of his 
Will; if you had but the #7 todo it? Does not 
he who Promiſes his Bleſſed Preſence in the midſt of 
Two or Three Met together im bis Name, Matth. 18.20. 
So give you to Underſtand, How much he is 
Pleaſed with the Service? And is not his Bleſing 
upon Praying-Families, in the Proſperity of their 
Souls, {if not of their other Afﬀiirs alſo) to make 
them, in all real Goodneſs, afore- hand with the 
reſt of their Neighbours; A P:/ible Proof , How 
well he likes and approves of their doing ? 

But does that Menace, Jer. 10. 2;. of the Lord"; 
Fury to to be Poured out upon the Families that Cal 
not on his Name; nothing Aﬀe& you ? Whar if 
Families there denote T-:bes, the Stock or Kindred? 
Yet the Leſſer ſure 1s included in the Bigger: - and 
Parity of Reaſon will bring it down to Families 
properly ſo called. - And though Caling on his 
Name, imports all the Worſhip of the true God: Yet 
that Chief Part is never to be left our, which is 
fo Eminent , . that it gives D-nominztion to the 
whole. But IT would not have yow to Venture 
that Wrath, upon any Private Interpretation of 
that Text, (more ro your Fancy, than your Safety;) 
Leaſt you ſhould be conviac'd of your Error, by 
a dreadful Conſzquence. Indeed the Curſe has 
already Enter'd and Seiz'd, even in an Apparent 
manner, upon moſt Prayerlcſ: Familier; that are 
fo many fad and f:arfu] Monumen:: of Heaven's In- 

dignation 
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dignation , /and an Angry. God Frowning upory 


them ;: ia thoſe. worſt of all his Judgments on this 
fide Hell: . that-is, To be given-up to the Repros 
bate Senſe, and Vile Aﬀetions z To commit all Un« 
cle 7 even with Greedineſc; and fall from me 
Wickedne(s to another , without any Stop or Re 
traint;  ' Yer ſuch is the Supply, that uſes to ruſh 
into-thoſe Families, where Prayers are thruſt our. 
Which is enough to make you ſer up Prayers in 
all your Houſes ; If but to cry mightily to God; 
for this one thing ; From ſuch dreadful Signs and 
Diſceveries of thy Everlaſting Wrath , Geod Lord 
arliver us, 

And if you do not think your Houſe-Prayers a 
Neceſſary Duty ; I can tell you of one that did, 
whoſe Extracrdinary H:/dom makes his Judgment 
very Regardable. It is the great Daniel; «Chap. 6, 
Io; Who Prayed in his Houſe; 'and with his Houſe 


hold, (it is to be ſuppoſed; ) Becaule the 1vformers . 


came and found him at it. /4r.9, And it was at 
ſuch a Time; when thoſe Prayers were Prokibi- 
ted , even upon pain of Death. And*+ yet he 
thought it more Needful to Perſiſt in Calling up» 
on the Name of his God; Than to ſhift for the 
Preſervation of his Life. And if you would not 
Arrggate a Wiſdom above his ; and be thougtt to 
underſtand yourſelves, and the Will of the Lord, 
better than he; that was ſo well acquainted with 
the Lecrets of God: Look not then upon. theke 
Prayers, as a By-Buſmeſs ; which you may Perſorm, 
or you may Let alone, as you Pleaſe * But fall a» 
bout the Work, and keep to it, as that which is 
Meet, Right, and your Boundn Duty to ao, 

Should any now tell qe, This 1s one DoFor's 
Opinion : and Many Men, Many Minds, | ſee, and 
Grieve, That among the Multirudes of Families, 
all Profeſſing one and the Cane Faich, There is yer 
tuch 


his 
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ſach-diffecent Corduf-; That ſame of them Carry. 
as, of, they. were quite of another Religian ;. and; 
ſame, 3s if ghey. were of none at all. Some much 
Given a&\Prayer :- Some. doing yery little at itz 
and.ſome.. clean, off it, doing even. juſt. Norhing. 
As if their Houſes were Privil:dg'd from the Ser- 
vice; Or they had found ſome Back-way to Life, 
by. themſelves ;- without”! Srytwing to Enter any 
Srrait. Gate, , Wakappy Libertines! That have got 
Rape eaough, to do their qwn Buixeſs, "O Curſed 
Priviledge !..' To enjoy an Open Latitude, .to Run 
upon.the- Damnation, of He!l ; and nothing: ro 
Hinden them; And dreadful Liberty ! To keep off 
from the God of their Life ; and not to Call upon 
the Lard, that they might be Saved, Therefore, 
2, I would make you Senſible, That it is not 
ly Nigd/sl.,, but Good»for you, thus, to Draw 
ligh to God. . That you. may not think, I am 
ping ts offer a Trouble, but a. Kindzeſs to your. 
Honles ;..and would not lay a, Burden, .but bring, 
down.a Ble/ſixg upon them. It is a Singular .#*, 
wilege and Fevenr , from the Lord, þ you 
may $0 thus in 4 Body, (when you will}. fto.humn ; 
and find I#4/cove and kind Acceptance with hin, 
Nathing makes, more for your true I=tereft, and 
happy Advantage. every way... And to: Realſpn 
with, you , a5 our. Lord. did.-with the. $qmarican 
Woman; Jehy.4: 10, If you new the Gift of God, 
and who it is that Calls. you,.to him, and, gives 
you not only Leave, but Encouragement, tO Peak 
your Mind: Freely 'before him; You would nog 
be ſo- Slow to Seek; Nor Need to be Drives into 
his Preſence ; But Glad: with all your Souls, to 
Open-your Wants to- him ;. and to Ask all 
that you. Need from him. If you knew what 
mags; moſt for the E/fabliſbhmens and Proſperity. of 
yeur Families ,. Inſtead. of DN:ſpuring the AUT; 
an 


18 A Perſuifrve 


ond making + Contrever{ of vour Dary j You wovld 
Blyand Flock co your Prayers', 25 Faglet to theit 


deareſt | Entectzinment. When nothing 'in the 


World fo much tends to Promore the Safery , 
Profit, the Gredit, and the Comfort of your'feveral 
Houſes. | ; 


1. The Safety; To Preſerve and' Secure your 
Houfes, from the worſt of all Plaphes ,” The tn- 
_—_ Reignirg Wiehedneſs: and from the 

off dreadful of all Fires, the Burning Indizuation 
of rhe Lord of Hoſt, A ruan's Heaſe is counted his 
Cafth; where he may fit Safe from Aﬀavlts and 
Dzngers. Tam ſure, it will make your Hovfes 


more Impregnabie, and much better Gariſons, for 


your Defence and Preſervation ; If by your 
Prayers 3nd Devotions, you wi!l 2»goge the great 
Almighty K-ptr of acl; to come 10 yow, and 
Dew: imong you}, and be' Fr: you, For” tis He 


only that maker you dwell in Safety , Pſalm 3.Waft 


verſe. ' And' he that dwells in the Secret place of the 
weft: High ſhall abide wnder the Shadris of 'the 2t- 
mighty, Pjalm gt; 1. Yea decavſe thou haſt made 
the Lord , who is my Refuge, even the moſt High , 
thy Habitation ; There" ſball no Evil befal thee; New 
: ft Plague come nigh thy Dwelling, Verſe 
9, 10. 'O then Rriify yourſtives in your Houſes, 
with theſe ſtronfgeſt Bairerier” of your Prayers. 
AS Daxiel, upon the Plots and Cruelties' of his 
combined , bitter Emrmie: ; betook himſelf ro his 
Blers, inflead' of his Arms ; and would not ſtand 
ro Srraggle and” Fight ic our with them ; Bur fell 
tn Wraftle and Strive with his God That he 
might Engage an Intereſt, to Countermine the Ma- 
lice; and make a Find on his fide, that thonld 
be roo Hard) for them all. And Devid took the 
ſame wiſe Courſe. Pal 109; 4. For my Love they 
art 
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are my Adver(avict; but I give my ſelf to Prayer. 
And P'al. 55. 16. After his Complaint of ſpight» 
ful Fer, and falſe Friends, 4: for me , (faith he,) 
I will Call upon God, and the Lord ſhall Save me. 
So when Peftered with Troubleſome Nejghbours 
about you ; and Threatned with Enemies to In. 
wade you ; and eſpecially when Endangerd by 
the Roaring Lion, ſtil] upon his Circuit, Seeking 29 
Devour you : O run to this Shelter, and here take 
Sanfiuary : So ſhall you be ſure to Eſcape; and 
all che Peril ſhall fly befide you: Or as much as 
Lights upon you , ſhall never Undo you, When 
your Lintels and Side- Peſts ars ſa Sprinkled with 
the Blood of your Sacrifices; The Defirozing Angel 
will paſs over you. And though a Common De- 
firaFion ſeerns to make no Difim#iomn ; yet in the 
very Deftra#ion you ſhall find Sa/vation. For who- 
ſoever ſhall Call on the Name of the Lord ſhall be 
ſaved. Rom. 10. 13. "Tis not Stones and. Timber 
can Secure you : For Diſeaſe: and Death even 
there can break in, and get at you. But Faith and 
Prayer builds your Houſe upon the Rock, that 
wil never Fail you. Where nothing ſhall Hurt 
you: and even Harm: themſelves ſhall do you no 
Harm. 

2. This Courſe of Family-Prayer is a moſt 
Thriving Courſe, to Enrich your Houſes. Not 
only to keep all your People Faithful, in their ſe- 
veral Offices ; Bur to Proſper your Defigns and 
Labours: To fetch down that Bleſfug of the 
Lord , which maketh Rich : And (if he ſee ir 
Good for you,) to increaſe the World's Good upon 
you. For Godlineſs , which is call'd Profitable 50 
all things ; has the Promiſe even of the Life that now 
is, as well as of that to come. 1 Tim. 4 8. ' And 
he that reaches us to Ask our Daily Bread , does 
not bid us Seek hi; Face in vain, But all things are 
like 
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like to Succeed the better to you, when. you take 
him alogg with you ; who .can {ſo eaſy Blaſt, the 
Gteateſt,. and Bl;ſ; the Smalleſt, Hopes, whenever 
he pleaſes,” Fo that you may Speed better by a 
few Minutes hearty Prayer, than by a whole Day's 
cugging Labour. And this Begging Trade is, the 
moſt Gainful Trade, For though you be ſtill eg- 
Kar: ; you can never be Poor, as Jong as your Lord 
Is Rich: Not only Rich in himſelf, but To a2 Yhat 
Cal upon him Rom, 10, 1.2. . And this Joint Beg- 
g's Tooks Till the. more Hopeful for Speeding ; 
Jecaule it gets more Hand: ſubſcribed to the Pez:» 
fion ; and. many Strings T wiſted rogether, to make 
the Cord, that is to draw down the Precious 
Goods, the Stronger. 

And however you Fare for this World, Thus 
you ſhall of, ſure L & Rich toward; w_ br 
12.21, Rich in Faith, and Grace,. an © 
Was: ich. Is the true Treaſurt, and the 
Greateſt Wealth. For our Bleſſed Savious has 
tayghe us, "That a Man may get the whole Warld, 
jnd be avs betcer, but Undere for ever, But 
be that Wins Chrif,. and has the Bleſſed God him» 
ſe1f for his Percion, is ſet up for a truly: Rich and 
Happy man; and may Scorn all the Reſt, as Droſs 

d Dyng. . Nazis this only an Eſtate of -Faxcy's 
Railin 5:a0d, the Dreaming of Galden Mountains. 
The. Worldlings Subſtance, indeed , is ſuch 2 
Shadow, @ Cheat, a Nullity. Prov. 23. 5. He ſerr his 
ee; upon that which it Not: That which he ſhall 
experience to be Nothing ; Nothing to Help him ; 
when he ſhall have the moſt 0:c9/on for its Help. 

For that will be found Real Gains, at the Foot 
of the Account ; which will do a cmsn Good at 
the. Laff, and Stick to him, and Stay by bim, as 

as ever he can Need it, And-what 15 that, 
but the Never-failing Treaſure in the Heavens ; and 
Our 
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and otit" Intereſt in, it, Ovr Title rg ir, "and whar 
we have to ſhew for it? Now Prayer is the Ky to 
Unldih all theſe TrefureF ; For it'is but Tt and 
Have. Surely , The moſt Cy tmiliog: Art of 
Thriving ; The quickeſt and Eafieſt 'way ro be 
Rich : To get all, and Coſt you norhing : [Never 
2 Pexny ; Nor any Tring and Winding ; unkeſs it 
be' of your Prayers. And by this Means, how 
many have got a mighty $r0ct already? ad have 
a great deal ro ſhew fox it ; in allthe"Crares” and 
Good, things of 'God's" Spirit ; more worth than 
Jewels, Rubics, Pearls, and Dizmonds; Where. 
wich they Abonnd and Overflow, to Exify the 
Church, and Enrich this poor Sinfal World? 
What they have ſo Won with their Prayers , th 
Wear in their Lives. 
But as for ſuch Exorbitant Spendrhrift; , thit 
D: fearthe-D:ſeiphine, and for all the Prayers, mike 
Shift Al ro Continue in all their 8; :-When 
this' dots no Good of chem, I know not what 
will. And then if any that ufe Good Prayers, 
be Bad Liver: ; The Fault lies all in rhe Perſons , 
and not in tHe Prayers :' Nor is it Imputable to 
the ThH#z ; but ro their TEdoing it; and making 
a mere Rrmality of it. And thenthey muſt An- 
ſwer forthe 4%; 'and not the Prayers be charg'd 
with the Bad Syreef3. © Or if fome of the Family- 
MeniFes,* thit Were Hel: in, and Hal'# ro that, 
which they nevet” Loved, do” after Scandaloufly 
fly our; and Toke the Liberty to ſhew whit they 
were:, They ſhame themſelves, and not th? Holy 
Oftet ; ard only Convinte us , That the Beft 
Meat iart Coſt vpon Tome 1 mr: ; Who from. the 
Eminent Height,” to which"they were' Advinced, 
ern rake the Advintige ro'Break their Neck? + Or 
Murder therntelves/ in the very Sh;p , that is car» 
ryiig themover ro the BY-t Land: - Bar our 
Lord's 
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Lwd's Family muſt not beer the Blame of the THaz- 


ror's Villany : For it. was not becauſe the Maſter 
kept $ri# Order; : But becauſe the Servant wasa 
Wretch of Incorrigible Manners. 

This Way of Prayer, is God's own Appointed 
Means ; abundantly to Benefit Souls, For this, 
there is an ptitede in it: And all rhat are Con- 
ſcientious in the uſe of ir, ſhall find ſuch a Bleſſing 
going along with ir, As the Lord Blefſed Obeg- 
Edom, and all bu Hewſhold ; when the Ark, ( that 
Symbol of his Preſence, ) was there : 2 Sam 6, 11, 
So ſhall the Houſes be BL ſed, where Prayer Dwel- 
ling, Calls in, and Prevails with the Bl:ſ*d God, to 
Dwell there coo. 

And thus you” may Incres{e in Riches ; If you 
will not be Niggard: in the Expence of your Pray- 
ers. Andas you all uſe to be at it, Labouring to- 
gether to Improve your Eftates ; So all be at it, 
Praying together, to Augment your Spiritual 
Wealth. And never fear, that it will Hinder your 
Buſineſs, or Deſtroy your Gains ; to Stay for 


Prayers: Nor be ſo Haſty to be Rich, that you . 


will not Tarry to Pray. For what this Srops you 
one way, it will make you Amends, the Hundred- 
foid, another way. But never ſhall that Good be 
for your Good ; that is not SanFified to you , by the 
Word of God and Praycr. Though ſo you may 
Tear, and Snatch, and get it: Yet betrer you had 
been without it; When it ſhall Abide by you, 
only to be a Curſe to you ; and to Riſe up 1n the 
Judgment againſt you. : 
O ſee here how you may be beſt Provided, of 
all that ſhall be Good for yow; and ſuch Good as 
ſhall never be taken from you. Ye know, how men 
ule to follow and Court the Great Ones, that can 
Advance them and their Intereſts ; And how they 
will Deſpiſe thoſe, that have no ſuch Friend: i 
an 
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and: Cenſure the Folly. of ſuch as will not make 
Uſe.of them ; .. when they have 'em: O' may you 
Learn this Wiſdom of the Wirld'; Children, To 
Frequent . his Gates, who, ( before all Friends in 
the: World, ) is .26le to do Exceeding abundanily for 
you, even Above all that you Ak or Think : That you 
may not. Stearve., in the midſt of all the Fulveſs ; 
Nor let it be ſaid of you, Tt have net, Becauſe ye 
Hih not. 

3. This Famnly-Prayer will be . moſt for the 
Credut of you and your Houſes, - God will Pro- 
wide for your Honour; when you tuke ſuch Care 
of his. And you ſhall be Efteemed then, as a 
People Near and Deer to Him , and Great and In- 
trnate with Him. Nor can it ſo much lay you 
open ta the Exceptioas and Lathes of ſome Pro» 
phane Scoffers;: But,it will a great deal more Raiſe 
your Value,. with all their Betters. Yea the Re- 
gulrricy and Pizty of a Sober Religious Family, 
has 2 Z8eauty, that rakes with many, who yer will 
na be at the Trouble; ro Promete it in their own. 
In-Formerdays, it was thought no Diſparagement 
for a great Officer, to Give himfelt to Prayer : Nor 
was his Devorion counted Scandalous, but Glo- 
rious.. For Cerneliza tbe Cemmrion, a Devout man, 
and one that Feared God, with a'l bis Houſe, Aft: 10.2. 
and. that Prayed in his Houſe ; wer. 30+ ( Or in his 
Family ;. for ſo the werd Oiz&- is uicd , Heb. 
11-7.) and did there Officiate Himſelf : Is (aid 
to be a man of Good Report, among all ihe Nation of 
the Jews, wer. 22. And as Drecnerate as ever the 
World is grown, Sure it ſounds more Laudable 
ſ;11, for a Howſe-to be called, An Orderly, Praying 
Houſez than a #4 Drinking Houſe: And no 
L feng Character of any Maſter, To be more for 
God and for #rayer ; than for the World , and for 
has owa vain Plieſare, 

The 
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'The Gallahtry 'and Bravery , "The Futnitgre 
and Hoſpitality,” I know | are the ' main thi 
Admired and Cryed up by the Epiturean T ribs. 
But "Wiſer and” Better Judge: ; do fre the Nakidng 
of the-Houſe 'throvgh 211 theſs: ' And thr Ont 
thing ſill, and that the Man thing of all, is 
Wanting ; Where the Care of the ' Soul is Forgot- 
ren; and the Lord of all has not fo much Refs & 
among them, as would be ſhewed bur to any Gott 
fidertble” Man,” that * comes ro Viſie them. *He 
that has'more to do there'than they all, ſhall not 
be Regoarded at all.” But it may be written over' the 
Door, | Goid i ot ts #is Place.” His Rfigion hefe 
has no Room ; Nor his Name, unlefs it be'in' rhe 
Swearers or Scorners mourh; And thus the "Mi 
fer Loſes himſelf wirh all the 6: of his Friends: 
and more would- 4p Le dige Opinion'of hin, 
if they came better to know him. oy 


Though' a' Looſe Family may 'call him*a Good 


Maſter, who does'not uſe t& Call them, to Proyert : 
Yet what'is hs Good for } that Provides no Berth 
for them, than if he were arr 1#fide]? When they 
hill every day be Concern'd with one another in 
11 Buſineſs elſe ; But no more Correſpond in any 
Jognt Worſhip of God, Thin if each of them were 
tothe other a Heathen min or i Publican. Tf St. Patil 
calls him worſe than an Infidel, that Provider not for 
hir own Houſe , on the Wiridly Account ;' I know 
not what berter to Eſteem hirty, that will not Pro- 
vide for them, on the Religions Account. When 
it looks Probable, ( by the Larer and Penater, their 
Houſho!ld-Gods, ) That the very Heathen did of- 
fer tp Comewhar like Divine Worſbip'in their Fame 
lies. How can we then Think without a Refleti- 
on of Iifamy, upon any, who Name the'Name 
of Chrift ; with whom'their Lord Nands even for 
Nothing ; and they have other matters ' to" mind, 
than ever tothink of his Worſbip ? O what 
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O what a Hovſe is' here kept! 4 Heatheniſh 
Heaſe, The Famed Author of the Whele Duty of 
Men, Calls them. { Part 5. Set. r1.) Ave they 2 
Family of Chriftiont , where the Worſhip of God , by 
Daily Prayers, Morning and Evening 1s NegleBied ? 
The late 4rchb;hop ( whoſe Memory is ſo deſer- 
vedly Honoured, ) ſays , ( Serm. { Fam, Rel. ) 
He ſees not how in Reaſon they can be ſo efteemed ; Or 
indeed to have any Religion. Which they have not 
ſo much as the Fece of They are more like a For- 
creſs of Rebel: : Or a Neſt of gets ; Spirting 
Contempr and Defiance at their Maker and Pre. 
ſerver. And thy Houſe then is no other . than 
the Seat of an Uſurper : And thon there afſumeſt 
the Glory of God to thy ſelf ; where thon muſt 
be ſo Uppermeft ; that even He ſhall not be Owned 
Abwve thee. And then who ( doſt thou think ) 
muſt - Honour-tliee, when thou canſt -rrear the 
moſt High wich ſuch Contempt ? Never do thou 
imagine to keep up thy Authority, by Denyin 
his;  '\For that Arrogance, which makes thee fo 
Tupping, to ſet up thy ſelf above thy Sovereign : 
It does but Uncover thy Nakedneſs , inſtead of 
Cloathing thee with Majeſty and Honour : It 
makes thee the more Baſe and Deſpicable to all rhe 
Faichfal Suhje#z of Heaven. "And if thou doft 
notſconer rake Shame to thy ſelf ; He that is Fes- 
Jour of his Glory, will one-day*bring it upon 
thee; - before all che World. SLEIF SY 

Thou Conſulteſt Shame*to thy Houſe; in keep- 
ing off that Serious Religion, which would be the 
Glery of thy Family. And till thou doſt more 
wiſely bethink thy ſelf, 'and ſet-up berrer Order; 
among thy Retimue ; Thon art Vile and Scandalos: 
thy ſelf; and helpeſt ro Spoil their Credit, rogs- 
thee with thy Own. ' And'you all then Live toge- 
ther, kkoa Lawicſ Rewt'; that Forgee vor {:lvor. 
di C ang 
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and Miflele your mage in eh World L and ate 
going the way £0 quttrom God for ever-in 
the rar Wood; cage you {ſo Live without 
him.io #4-., \Aud.you have no way. to\-Recever 
your Ri a1 A and to Prevent your Ever 
lifting Con! ereafter ; but by Humbling 
our ſelvesbefore. him, from whom you have fo 
parted ; and Returning to your Allegiance, and 
wing vp-y Jane to. his Service, .and ſetting 
Nour his Buſing(ſs,; Even that [bp of the Great 
God, which.izthe Glorious. Employment of Saints 
and Avgels, in bleaven, 4 aud whigh. Honours :the 
Higheſt &wg4apd Prince:of the Earth, more than 
all- their Crowas,and - Regalis, and. the Plaudit: 
and .Cringings of,their SubjeQs: Yea, which will 
Raiſe even the Tooreſt of you all, ro the Digoity 
of an-£quelity with them ia his Sight z and roibe 
Faveurites of; Heaven ,. and the Beloved | of the 
Lord. : For.;fo :Danie/ was called, Chap. 9. 27. 
Greatly Belove [Nat 10. much for his Excellent 
Parts, 05-his; Erpipent Station; as for his ſingular 
Piety, and Flaming Devotion. How Proud are 
men of the Sexyice, to attend upon their Prince'; 
and-not.only to wait in his Preſexce , but to be 
happy in _the-\Enjoyment:; of, his Feveur i-And 
what:Bigger Tile has the Higheſt Prinde/in: the 
World, than £0 be A $0r ar; of. tho moſ? kbgh Gad? 
And yet0;Serye his:Ghrift ,- will make you ſuch 
as the'King of Heaven will think fit.to:Henturs So 
ſaickt our Lord; Job. 12. 26: 1} aty man Serve me, 
him will my. Bacher | Honour. Any man. cvien the 
Meaneft man, is Capable” of chis Higheſt Prefee- 
ment. And, for my,parts [45 6: nmot but 
and Abhor the, Hu bigagigry” of the Pr ayer iy/a,7 tho 
never ſo Fine and Splendid, /Pagmpots,: ajid zichly 
Furniſh'd : For thyrs /thep.are.,$4angent:tor Gal, 
and Out with Heayan; And whale their —” 
Fs 
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fil d with the Hit Treaſure, Leanneſs is ſont into their 
Soul; : and amidſt all the Plenty, (till :hey are Bega 
garh, becauſe they will-not Bez. So I Reverence 
the Praying Families 3 though never fo Poor and 
Low in the World : For God is with them ; and 
the moſt High has a Gracious Reſpe# unto them. 
And ſuch Servants of His, you all may be, and 
ought-to be. Yea thus-you may be Royal Rover 
rites ; and Riſe to be Great in the Kingdom of "Het 
ven, Not by Carrying it High, like the Proud 
Phar avb, that ask'd, Who us the Lord, that I ſhould 
vbey bis Voice ? No, Bat by Honouring him with 
the Profoundeſt Adoration your ſelves; and'alfſo 
ſeeing that your Families all do the Like : Calling 
upon them, as his\Renowned Servant has taught 
you ; Pal. 34. 3- © magnify the Lard with me, uni 
let us exalt his Name together. And in thus Exalte 
ing Him, you will alſo/Exalt your ſehves, For you 
can never indeed ſo Exalt him , as to make him 
Higher than he is: All chat you can do, is but te 
give him what is Pue to him ; andfo to raiſe hin 
in your own Souls, and in others apprehenſions, 
Yet when you do but thus much, he will exatt 
you Realy ; and raiſe you even above your ſelver, 
to an Equality with his Bleſſed Angels. 

4: This - Family-Worſhip will make. for the 
Comfort of your” Houſes : To render then Sweet 
and Peaceable Habitations ; amiable as the-Tabere 
nacles of the Lord ; lightſome as the Gates of Hea- 
ver ; and filled with the voice of Joy and Salva- 
tion ; as the Preſence Chamber: of the God of Con- 
ſolation, There's no ſuch Houſe kept, as where 
God is pleas'd to Dwel. And he Dwells in every 
Houſe, where the Inhabitants ſet themſelves to 
Seek his Face; and meet together to Call upon his 
Name. And then the very Hears of them 'may 
*Rejoice, that Seck the Lord, Pal. 105.3, 'Tis nor 

C 2 a Dole 
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a Doleful Service therefore , but a Heavenly Enter- 
tainment. . *Tis not only pleaſant and comely to 
Praiſe the Lord ; to recount the Richeſt Favours, 
and to diſcharge your Debts in making grateful 


Acknowledgments : (For that is all the Pay Hea- 


ven expetts from poor Creatures : ) But even Con- 
Feſſion eaſes the Heavy Heart ; and Swpplication gives 
the Mind full Yee, and pours out all the. Grie» 
wances of the Soul; and then it Returns to its 


ſt, 

O do not then look upon Prayers as your 
Drudgery , but the ſweeteſt Feftivity ; and go to 
God as tothe Deareſt Friend , and your Exceeding 
Joy. Though Prayer has its Sighs and Groans, yet 
theſe are but as the Baſs to the Muſick : and ſtill 
it is the Joyful Send : Pleaſing to the Lord, and 
no leſs ſo ro all experienced Souls, that delight in 


foproaching to their God. They are to ſerve. 


with Gladne{s, and come before his Preſence 
with Singing, Plal. 100, 2. And he promiſes ro 
make them not only Welcome but Joyful, in his 
Houſe of Prayer, Ia. 56- 7. So does he uſe them ; 
and ſo do they uſe to find it, above all that they 
are able to expreſs ir. 
And therefore ſuffer not the malicious Temper 
ever to put you out of conceit with Prayer : To 
make that-paſs for your Task and Torment, which 
the Gracious God has provided as the poor Souls 
Song and Hearis-Eaſe 1n' the Houſe of its. Pilgri- 
mage,; and for a reviving Cordial in every time of 
Trouble. And if your Sins and ſtrangeneſs to 
God make it «eaſy toany vf your Souls ; 'tis not 


becauſe Prayer is -4r/b, and void of Comfort, but | 
becauſe your Souls are diſeaſed and out of Tuxe, * 
And then inſtead of taking Diſtaſte at tHe Prayer:, | 


yGar buſineſs 35 to get thoſe Souls in better Ter 
per; and pray on, Ul you have conquer'd the 


D:itculty, | 
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Difficulty, and pray'd down the £ins that deſtroy 
the Comforts, For be ſure the Pleaſure is to be 
Found, it is before you; and therefore preſs on 
ſill after ir, till you reach into the Poſſeſſion of it. 

And as they that have received Grace from the 
Lord, long to propag ate the ſame to others; fo 
whoever has taſted the Sweerneſe of Prayer in [e- 
cret, will defire that all his Friends may partake 
with him in it; that the Harmony may increaſe 
with the Conſe?:: And then "tis, O come let us ſing 
wnte the Lord, let us make a joyful noiſe to the Rock 
of our Salvation, Pſal. 95. 1, And this is your 
{ſweet and comfortable living together, when you 
are for inviting one another to join in the Praiſes 
of your Maker and Redeemer ; and to ſeek all 
your Happineſs in his unmeafurable Fulnefs, who 
has enough to ſupply and pleaſure you Ml; and 
wHl have never the lefs ſtill in himſelf, how much 
ſoever he beſtows upon you. O where can you 
ever be Betrer 'than with him? Where fo Wel? 
When to be in his Preſence is to be where is Fulne/s 
of Joy. 

Bue ſepsrated from him, and ont of this way 
of your Duty, O what ſhall you find but Vanicy 
and Vexation, Fatigue and Diſappointment ? Now 
and then, (it may be) the Fair Face of Satisfa- 
tion ; bur ſtill at the botrom, the-birter Roe? of 
Sorrow. You may be cheated with Expef#ation 
of Joy in a hundred Adventures and Expedients, 
while you are drawing one another from God : 
But in drawing nigh to him, you draw up to the 
Fountain-Head of Joy compleat, and Pleafureever- 
laſting. As long as you live in the wilful Negle# 
of theſe Holy Duries, you are quite out of your 
Places, and may deſpair there ever to find Reft to 
your Souls, For Conſcience ( if alive at all) will 
never let you be eaſy, but Taunt and Haraſs you, 
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nd give-you many a Twitch and Pang, to ſphiF 


the Sport- of your ſinful Pleaſures; and make: 


your Hearts fad, even'in the midſt of: the Laugh- 
ter. | $0 that I ſhall never grudge unto looſe Fa- 
miles, al-che Joy of their wild Liberties ;- nor 
count them in better caſe, than thoſe whoſe Con- 
fonement to whe Pious Offices ſeems to Debar them 
of all the Sweets of a Merry Life. For I know 
that-the Liberty-of the one is only a Latitnde to 
Miſchief, and undo themſelves. And the Con- 


fmement of the other, is only a Walking them up+ 


in: foir alk of Decency and Duty, ſo'to Con- 
duth them to rhe Bleſſed £nd4 in all Felicity and 
Glory,” O'curſed Freedom ! to-Rove up and down 
the Broad Way after ſuch a Leader, as has no De+ 
ſige-1n all the large Allowance by the' way , bur to 
throw. them upon an. intolerable Danmation at: 


the End !' And O happy Confanzent., under an” 


Eaſy Yoke, and Precious Burthen ! -In waiting up» 
on the Brft of Maſters, that ſets you not.on work 
t ſerve any-Endr upon you; bur only Zwpleys you;? 
that he may Glrify you, and keeps you under+ his» 
Diſciphme , | to Train you up-for- bis Kingdom. 
His Service gives you Heart:+E aſe on the Way, and+ 
Heaven at the End, Ir creates a Blefied-Peace with» 
4 50u, andſets-Eternal Glory before you. 

So. full -of Heavenly Satisfaftion aid: Pleaſure, 
15.the Life that is led with God, in this holy Way. 
And-the Religiows Houſe, which looks, in the Car- 
nil Eye, fo Melancholy ; and even as a Goo!; 
T he-Praying Family , upon which Profane Crea- 
tures lopk ſo Inſulting and Scornfully : Such is the 
Sweet Retreat, the Happy} Sanfivary 3 where 
Princes and Nobler have ont-run-the Glories of a 
7 krone ; and Stole away from- the Pleaſures of a 
Conre; to Hide and Solace themſelves: Afterthey 
lave-come-to Learn'a Wiſdom, better than the 

World 
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Wild can Teach'; and to Taft that Pleaſure ich 
ix, Uropr.down'from' Above; which makes them 
Piry the 2a Souls, that ate Smelling and Hunting 
for Pleaſure only along the Ground. 

I know , ſome Maſters and. Families are for 
Forcing a Pleaſure, quite another way, than what 
I am deſcribing: , And think to - Enftere it, and 
ro take their Fill of it; in Drinking and Renting: 
Singing and Gaming, Jeſting and Fooling, Feaſt- 
ing and Jolly doing. They will have it; Not 
is, 5 without God's Leave; Bur as it were, in 
Sigh! of his Word ;- quite againſt all that be has 

id. And then the Bible muſt lie Cloſe in a Cor- 
ner of the Houſe; Leſt, if Qpened, it fly in their 
Faces; and Shame and Ruin the whole Scene of 
their Gayety.. And Prayers, indeed , have no A- 
greenient with ſuch Tempers.:; No, They Deſpiſe 
the-podr Sneaks, and Melancholly Reols; that mutt 
needs De under God's Rules ; and taken Bp [9 
much inhis Preſence, They have no Joy, but in 
Fergetting, hici', and upon the Ramble from him. 
And therefore they ſeem ſo Comfortable, only bs 
cauſe they are. ſo Unconſcionable; To Rob God of 
his Rights, aid Regale themſelves, with their 
$tolpn, Meats.. Their, Pledſantneſs is the rotten Fruic 
of the F Prarie) ': And all their Gladzeſ; of 
Heatt;” ariſes frotm ike Hardne(s"of their Hearrs. 
And O how Mad is that Mirrb, which is had witch 
God's Wrath! How- can you Laugh, when He 
Frown:? And while the Meat & in your Mouths, 
the Wrath of God is ready to Light on your 
Heads! Unleſs you could Die, as well as Live, 
like Brutes; The Dying and After-Reckoning, 
that w [ſti Damp a Mortify all che Rejoy- 
cing.. Small, cauſe-chen., to be ſo Jocund upon 
Earth; when yog'are got an ſuch a Caſe, as to 
bz even Ripe and Ready for Hel And all the 

C4 Frolicking, 
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Frolicking, and Wantqargl, and ev; od this 
kind of Life} ſeems but, gn” ugly PrefacRo the 
Weeping, and Wailing, and Gnafhing of Teeth, 
O Sirs! This is nor the Way. Ss all bur 
Frorh, and nothing of Subſtance, It will never 
do, to give you Peace within; any more than to 
bring you Peace at the laſt; To make you Eaſy at 
the Bottorff, and heartily Joyful. No, you ſhall 


never know true Comfort in your Life, Till you ' 


curn o're a new Ltaf; Till you Live ro another 
End ; and walk more Humb!y with your God : 
Ti!l you are upon better Terms with Him; and 
keep 1 fairer Correſpondence above ; and accuſtom 
yourſelves to the Exerciſes , that Took Hopeful, 
eo fit you up for Tos higheſt Advancement. 
When your Families look like ſo many little Co- 
lonicr and Nurſeries, meet to be Tranſplanted into 


the Paradiſe of God: Then you may Rejoyce | 


indeed , that your Names are Written in Heaven, 
And when your Palliez ate covered over with ſuch 
bleſſed Fruits, they may Shout. for Joy, and alfa 
Sing. So ſweet is it to Live with God in this 
wy of Duty: That will make you to look with 
Comfort even upon Death, and Deſire ts be Dife 
felved, and ts be with Chrift, And then you may 
ford ro go Rejoycing alt the Days of your Life ; 
and fear nothing to Deftroy Comfort: that 


g:ow upon fuch a Ree. 


Thus much IT have to ſay for the Family- Prayer, 
And now let us hear, what any has to lay = 
it, 'Tis wonder if it be not contradiffed;: Won- 
der if the great Ruler of the Darkneſs of this 
World has no Advecates im it, to Plead his Cauſe; 
which, by this means , ſeems in danger to be {0 
much Damnified, Some ObjeQuons I have Heard. 
And tome I do fuſpe&, that I t expe. to yeh 

or 
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For there are Colourable Excuſes for the negle® ; 
thar uſe to be #ledged: And there are Real Cauſes 
of it, that lie Concealed: As not thought fit to be 
mentioned, 1 ſhall take Notice of boch. And of 
the former ſort are, The want of a Command, The 
want of Time, The want of A” , The want of 
Company, for it: And the want of Succeſs in it. 


7. Some except againſt this Family-Prayer, for 
want of a Command, They complain, That it is 
the making of Duties without any Commend; : 
And cry out of the Impofing and Prieft-Riding ; 
To bring a Free People under Slavery ; and 7ye 
them up, where God has left them at _ 
Now this is a heavy Chargg; could it be made 
out. And I know from what 2warter this Wind 
uſes to blow, Bur 'tis well, that if is but Wind ; 
and that there is fo little Reaſon for it. I am nor 
upon a Diſputation , but an Exhortation : And 
therefore ſhall not pretend to an ample Demonſire- 
t10n, Bur beſides, That I have already prevented 
my ſelf, for proving the propoſed Duty, to be a 
needful Duty : I believe, that the ObjeQors Ca-+ 
vils are not Reaſons that ſatisfy even rhemſebver : 
Bat they go conſcious that their negle& is more 
for want of Mind to it, than of a Command for it. 
When if there were no Expreſs Charge in Parti- 
cular; yet it is fo evident, That the whole Dtife 
of God's Holy Word, is to fet us about'onr Hea- 
venly Father's Buſizeſe , and ro engage us to fol- 
low-it with all our Mizhr, all our Days, in all 
our Stations and Relations, And to look upon all 
the little T'me we have here, but as a*preparing 
Time for the Place and State, where we muſt 
abide for ever, And till to carry ourſelves in this 
Vale of Mortality, as the Candidates and Seekers of 
a better Country, iq everkſting Glory, 

C 5 


"Tis 
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*Tis not only the Letter of Scripture, and what 


is expreſly Cid in it, but alſo Dedaftions of / 


Sctipturg, and what may.naturally bedrxawn from 
it, that we are to look ,upon as Scriptare, and. our 
Rulle fo go by... We be determined by, Thus 
ſaith the Lord, though not ſaid in Terminis , when 
it 1s by plains and eaſy Conſequence. Eiſe we might 
not only tn Jeu out of the Church , but the 


Lord 5: Nay.ont of the Warld, as well as Proyer ous. 


of rh Howſe. 

My s the Command to Pray every where , 
thkrad fir for the purpoſe, as you muſt, all own 
your: Hufes- to - unleſs you will condemn 
your! Ives as -unfit to Live in them if you make 
thintwaf# for it; And. the Command to continue 
'n: Prayer; ,Gol,'4 2; which was given particular- 
if: 6 Mofters of Families: And the Duty which 

r-Lord "bas taught us in. his Prayer , to do the 
WIT of God on Earth, as it is in Heaven; which; 
be ſore , 15 with the. joint ,, anenimews Adoration 
of all thit Gloiow-Family : God- has ſaid enough 
in lus Word, to Determine the Praftice of all his 
Devaut-Servants, and- Dear Lovers: Though not 
to ſatisfy the perverſe and diſafe#ed I-Willers , 
who uſe to ſhew the Meztle that they ſhould ſpend 
in we Service,. to Argue themſelves our of it, and 
to.Condemn the whole- Generation of his Chil- 
dren, in al) Apes and Places of the World, for 
a Company of Miſtaken Z-alots ;- to accuſtom 
themſelves fi ( as; they have done) to this Fa- 
mily-Wo:ſhip. When, indeed, the general 
conſtant Uſage of theſe, may go for one of 
the moſt Authentick Comments upon God's Re- 
vealed Pleaſure, in all ſuch common Pre#ical 
Caſes. And the uſugl Oppoſers of this Service; 
ate too well known to; be none: of the likelieft 
Perſons, to. be beſt 4drquainted- with the Will - 
Cod, 
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God., Nor axe they ſo Tender , to conſult the Di- 
vine PESfite, in way thing thi makes for their 
own. Phafure. Ard what ſais withVeheir #- 
mwur, they do nor'calll for's Tex: to prove it. No, 
they can oftin force their way th a Hundred 
Texts that Condemn jr. B&r what they have no 
Kindneſ; for , they are "nor willing to believe 
themſelves Bour:d co. If it go againſtthe Sremach, 
they are forwatd to Fincy it may as well be: {et 
AS W (+ cha which is - - yoo = , they 
Diſpiite the Obtigationr* And they 1!- pur«nam ro 
make a Diftrefi Hook then; to pe his Righes of 
them. He muſt go to Law with them j bur they 
ſhall find good Law in abundance againſt them; for 
os Ungoalineſ:, which is the Grand Bay'to their 
rayers, 

* Shotild an*Firthly Prince but give them-as 
much Intimiation of his Mind, that rhey ſhould be 
W:ltome with hith , coming as oft as they would 
for Riches and Honour: A” Hin? ſhowld ferve the 
turn * And. how ſoon would” rhey Spelt” out 'the 
meining ? And not hang Tong in Seſpence, whe- 
ther they were ound to go or not? And'if the 
King of Heaven his 'given” ſufficient Indication of 
his Mind, , that the Mothitig and Evening Sicti- 
fice of the Family | re ich a $herifice wherewirh 
tes welf pleaſed * What if he would 'Yror' fperike 
out, more” pirticulaty,* that" he. might #ralt Love, 
att Teave | Orr ed the Condutt of thit $h+-#e, 
which is r9'Lea@ his People into #11 Trarb? And 
co try the Choice of Heavenly Wiſdom ; whether 
we will gat anderſtand ourfelves hetter , than 
to IWrangle away the Holy Work;, which is fo 
much hy Bicfſed Privitege? You may reſt aflirted 
then,” that here” you do well, and rake the /»/-/7 

tz Ahd"that when'your Lord' comics, you 

illnever be Blamed, bur Blefi4, to be fn (+ 
doing. . >. Son 
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2 Some plead want of Time , to Excuſe them 
from the Work. They have (all of them) theic 
Hands fo full, fo much lying upon them; ſuch 
a Hurry of Buſineſs, ſuch Atwulkiplicity of Aﬀairy, 
this and the other to be done; they know not 
which firſt, Between the Care of their Foawiber, 
the Burdens of rheir Places, the Ailments of their 


Bodies, and the Crofſes and Troubles of the World, 


that they cannot. have tume to tend theſe Ea- 
mily. Prayers. They; are too much <alld upon. 
ves, to lie Calling upon the Lord, T 

would do it, but they have no Room for-it, And 
ſo they put off their Monitors, and. ſeem to Con- 
:ent themſelves, that they cannor Help it, and it's 

one of their Fault. And tis well in the mean. 
hens, if they be not more plear'd than griev'd with 
the Hindrance. 


Now, though it's true, ſome have much more, ' 


and better Leifure than others; and ſo more 
may be, expeted from them : And the heavier 
Reckoning remains for them, if they throw away 
thoſe precious Opportunitics upon their Inperti« 
nencies, Or: in- the. Devil's Service, which God 
gave them, wherein to G/erify, him, and'to work 
out their Salvation. Andiſuch as. are. Involved in. 
more Buſineſs and Cumber,. I. (hall leave to Exz- 
mine themſelves, Whether they do Grean under. 
the Burden of their 4pofacy ; that they muſt £e. 
their Bread in the Sweat of their Eacer? And do nor. 
rather Rejozce , that they have got an £vaſoon,, to, 
Privilege them from being any. more concerned. 
in the unmediate Attendance upon their God, _ 
Yee which of you all can pretend ,, You haye 
xo Time for doing that, which God gave you all 
your time. in the World to do ?. Or do;you think 
it will bring you off. at the Liſt, for $ſ/aing 
we 
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the One thing needful, that you were ſa cum- 
der'd, with many things elſe? When compar'd 
with that, Alas, What are your many things, 
but as ſo many Rattles, which the Children ſtand 
ſhaking ; or the Dir#-pies that they make ; or any 
ſuch pitiful Trifer, wherewith they Amuſe them- 
ſelves? Unworthy ever to be Named as any Apo» 
ligy, why the Great Lord of all ſhould not be 
duly Ataided, and his Warlkip and Service con- 
ntly performed, 

Whatever Buſinef5 elſe you have, be ſure fil, 
Your greateſt Buſineſs of all is with Him: And 
all the reſt will come to nothing without him : 
And' you. will be never. the better for any thing 
that ever you do., if all your Works are not Be- 
gun, Continued, and Endid in Him. If you can- 
not find timg to do the Work of God ,. you'll 
one day Curſe the Buſineſs that took you of; and. 
find, after all. the Buſtle, you had as good all 
your Day to Have ſtood 1dle, as fo to fl itop, 
there was no Roam left for Prayerr. You lay this 
muſt be done, and :hat muſt be done. But our 
Lord has taught you to ſay, I muſt work the 
Works of him that ſent me z and that muſtnor 
be Jeft wndoye, If one 6r the other muſt needs be 
omitted , the Wiſe and Faithftl Servant of God 
will quickly determine which ſhall TY«ct/e and 
giye Place: And. rather borrow from his Meals, 
or his PiJaw, than He ſhall have none of his we, 
who gives it 47; yea, and renounce that Calling, 
wherein he cannot Abide with God;. and rather 
venture himſelf to be tarned out of Doors; than 

raſp.ſo much Buſineſs, as to 7afle Prayers out of 

ors. 

But Poverty and Troubles look very ill Excuſis.to 
ſhifc off Prayers; when indeed they are more in 
Seaſon than ever. ' For, I; any afflifed, let him 
Pray, 
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Pray, . James $..13- 4nd Call upon wt in the 


Day, of Trauble , Pal. 50. 15. $ then you have * 
tle-moſt Need-of Help ;_ fo then you hive the: 


Therni. in your Sides, to Prick you on the more to 
lobk after t An in 9. bind Caſes, you 
are _neyer the worle provided with" Sufficiericy for 
this Work , which requires of Srength, 
nor, any: Money 20 Hole this Stock, And you. 
might "be thought *as Craly in your' Minds , as in. 
your: Bedies, if you, ſhoyld.think-fit to let alone 


your. Prayers, Ull ſuch time as-you had nothing. 


tq Trouble you ; and. no Tefs Idle ,.to put it, off, 


till you, had nothing. elſe ro do; For all' would” 


ptetend ſome things, and ſome would Enumer ate 
many things ſtill to be done, and ſo.there would 
be Los Time-at all left for Prayers, 

x 


But ſome are-buſy Men, and they-Love (tnoe" 
than Ned) to, be fo, They ding! itt the Buſi- 
themſelves from the 


nels, peradventure, to Save t | 
ers. They are for hiding in theſe 7hickirs 
and Buſhes, (like Guilty Adam and Eve) from the 
Preſence of God, They will fill find themſelves 
ſamewhat elſe to do; who cannot” Skl{ of this 
Week, ng for! it, Though they —_ Time, 
hundred ſmaller matters ;.t ave none 
far pÞy They have Time .te pick bp all the” 
Stories, ofthe Neighbourhood , and all” the'News 
of the Kingdom; . and .To,they ſeen not to have: 
Buſineſs enovgh of their 0wn, but muſt haye thejr 
Sifkle in: every ones Harveſt; and tell what this 
Man. ſhould do, and Cenſure another for doing 
that: And their [Tongues run Diyifeps upon eve-. 


ry ones Concerns, o if they had nothin UP to 
mind. And- yet they want Leiſure to go. 

with God, about. the moſt belt tak 
their own. Everlaſting $ vation. . They ant- it,” 
and they make— themſelves” want” it ; they wilt 
want 
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ant it, But Time ſhould not fifl them, if their 

ts did but ſerve- them forthe Work, The 
pooreſt | Labourer; 'will| have Time to: Eat, and: 
Drink; and Sit, t, and Sleep, and Reſt; 
And ſure thoſe in Wealthier Circumſtances have 
more Command of their Time. Or who is to be 
blam'd , if they -Impeſe barder Neceſlicies upon 
themſelves, and will not better Gonfider their own 
Souls: But I ſhall ſhew them, (c're Thave dont) 
that- thete-is fomewhat elſe, and worſe yet/, than 
the-Bu/ineſs, lying in the way. 

Devid, and'Daniel, and others, were as much 
buſied 28'they, yet they geve themlelves to' Prayer ,” 
and would fuid time for that , whatever became 
of their other Concerns. David had all the Boſi- 
neſs of a Kingdom to [look after ; yer the | Cumber 
did not fo Diffre# him', nor the Pomp ſo Dazzle 
him, .nor the\Pleaſurt ſo Exgulf him; as to run 
him into forgetfulneſs of his God , and' his Ducy; 
No, be minded-a greater Buſinefs-than the igrext- 
eſt on Ear:h; and left all to go-to the'God of his 
Life. And ſo will every one, whoſe Heart is 
Right with Ged, All the World ſhall not keep 
them from it.” Love and Zesl will make the Way 
and break throw every' knpediretnt7 ..and Defpile 
the Common Pretentions';- as very. Infigmificant'; 
that are counted 'the Jaf Bars, and Lawful: Hin- 
drances of Prayer, to make ſome Houfes Exer: 
pted from the Service. 

And 1 muſt be bold ro tell you ,. Thar it -ar« 
gues either your filly Improvidence ,-no better to 
Caſt your Time, and not leave Space for' that 
which concerns you Etermily: Or elſe your open! 
Ungodimeſs , to Prefer your filthy: Luove ; ' or your 
fleſhly Pleaſure, before the Bleffed: Communion with 
your Heavenly Father; and-not to: flighr-all the 
World , rather than the Supreme Eternal Lord. 


If 
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If you would be leſs Wirldly, or mor? Orderh , 
you ſhould find Time ſufficiens. And take heed 
that you do not make Diverſions, as well as Ne- 
c:ſirics, to defraud the Mel of his Service, 
and ro rob your Sonls of greateſt Advan- 
rage. Take heed you do not catch hold of any 
Buſineſs, to ſuperſede and rid your Hinds of 
ſomewhat elſe, that is againſt your Humour. For 
you know well enough, what Uſes to be done, 
when your 1:1] is to it, and your Heart is ſet up- 
on it. You know how you can fit up, and Work, 
to Diſpatch any Worldly Occaſions that you are 
for Promoting. And what is your Beloved Work , 
that ſhall be even your Evrry-doay's Work; nay, 
m-the midſt of your greateſt Buſmeſs, you'll ſea] 
ove for a lirtle ſweer Correſpondence with the 
Dear Friend that you Love above all, wlen you 
have him juſt in the Hewſe with you, or very near 
to you. - And if God be the chiefly Beloved of 
your Souls, you will-make ſuch a Looſe, from all 
Occaſions in the World, to get 10-him,, and even 
Force the Opportunity for it , rather than wan? ir. 
And would you Adjourn every Bulineſs elſe, that 
bis might be diſpatched : Would you leave all to 
Come to Him , when yet ſo mach lies upon you : 
This , /this- would be indeed acceptable to Him 
and the kindliey taken by Him. 

But amidſt all the Buſineſs, beware that you 
have not Time for Rrgery , and Coiriing falſe 
Counterfeit Reaſons, which you know will never 
peſs with Him;. to whom you muſt give Account. 
Do not betray the wretched Hypocriſy of this Pre» 
tence, at your /de Times and your Spare Hours , 
when it is Vacation with you, and you have even 
Nuthing.to do: And yer even then, no more ſhall 
be done for Ged , than when you were-never fo 
much ;#k:y up. Nay, when you can be ſo laviſh 
even 
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even of. God's Conſ rated Time, and commit S.- 
crilege, upon the Hallowed Seaſon ; to make -it 
ſerve for :ny thing, ,, rather than his Holy Service. 
And then it ſeems you have two much Time , and 
yet it is all one, as when, you had fbv little; that 
is, you fiad Occaſton to Shift off the Work, even 
at all Times. And on the Lord"'s-Day, when 
you cannot have the Buſfinefs of the #erld in your 
Hands, then you muſt have ſome Bauble 1n its 
ſtead; and to Divers yourielves, . when the Sacred 
Time lies hegyy upon you, ye. are ready to. run 
after Butter- Flies; to. catch hoſd of any Occe/ioal 
thing to, pluck you frony Attendance upon the 
Lord; and glad of any Company. or Accident , 
( though never ſo Trifing and Sportive) that will 
but Relieve you here, and help to deceive the 
Work of the Day. 

O fee. the old Deceiver: in this , and be not io 
FouT'd and Cheated out of thoſe precious Houss, 
that you have, or might have. if you would, to 
Serve your God, and to Secure the Salvation. of 
your Souls, Conſider, I beſeech you, How little 
a while-it is, till your Mouths will be Szopr,- and 
the Days of Re will be over ; the Times of 
Audience, and all theſe Opportunities of Addreſs 
to the Majeſty of Heaven, will be ps} and gene 4 
and all the fair advantageous Seaſons, of Calling 
upon the God of your Salvation, wall: be quite 
at an End. And. you that now complain, you 
have no Time , ſhall ere long find Cauſe indeed 
for that Complaint ; that you have xone. No,allyour 
Time is /ipt away, and an unchangeable Eternity 
has ſwallowed you up. Yet a little while, and 
the Door will be Sk«t, and no Hearing; though 
yau Cry never {© hard, Lard, Lord, Open to ws. 
Your Day of Grace will ſoon go out in an end- 
leſs Night ; and your Seaſon of Mercy, the * 
cepte 
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cepted Time is vow, Even'to Pay, But you know * 


not what (Hall be- 6n the Mrrricn © You" have nog 


Aﬀetance, but this Day fhilbeyour Laff.” And 


thery are not you" infinitely concerned, - as to Hear 
his Voie; (3 let” him hear Tours to Day ? Ac- 
cording to& his Call, Iſaiah 5 5.6. Seek ye the Lord, 
while he thay be found ; Call upon him , while he © 
naar, When our Lord ſays, He comes as a Thief, 
and his Day as a Snare; and you know not the 
Day nor the Hows : - O do not ſtmd' complaining 
you wint Time, when you Bebe is, bur uſe it 


white your have'it; and be in Care to Live, as” 
you would be Pound.” © And take this own Warn- 


ing and-Charge\, tat 21.:36. Warthye therefore, 
and Pray always, that you may be counted worthy to 
eſcape all Evils that. are coming wpon *he Wirld ; and 


ro ſtand before the Son of Man. And while. you 
wait for 'his Coming ; _ wait much” npon' Four - 


2 


Knees, in Your Prayers: *Andthent Bliſet 's 1h: 
Styvant, whom ns Eord when bt romey , alle fo 


doing. 


B+ Soine plead "TſufFctency ,* arid would 'be' exe 
utd from Family-Prayers for watit. of 4bitt;y. 


They have nor 'Heads and Memories, Inygntlon” 
and Elacution. ; Though they can make {hift'ro 


ſas ſotnewhar for rhemfefogr, yet they ſhould make 
nothitig of ir before oz her; ; but to Polhae the Of- 
fice, Confound'themſtlves, and: Offend the Com- 
pany: ' Therefore as good ahd brreey never meddle 
with it, nor offer at it. 


To this I anfwer; If you have Senſe and Rea- 


ſon, Good Judgment 'and Voluble” Tongues ,. 
Skill and Readineſs, to' ſpeak well' enongh, of” 


othe> matters , it 'is' your Tnexcuſable Fault ; chat 
yon ate no bertgr' provided here. For ſome that 
have Parts and Boldnefs fufficient «to ſpeak to any 


Man ; 
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Man; yet when they ſhould pay the Duty they 
owe to: God), alt their: Wir and- Conroge fails 
them ;' and! here they cam fay Norking: If it were 
to ſpeak-for their Bodies, and the Concerns of the 
World, they could find their Toxgwcs; and who 
more ready 2 But when it is for the Sonl; and fe 
Heaven, they are at a' Stand and Laſs; and 
would have. it paſs for their good: Manners, to bs 
S:lemr, Now, if ſuch be your Caſe, ir ſpeaks ra- 
ther your 'Careleſneſt  thary your Weakneſs; and 
that you do not fo 'much want $42, 'as HI, eo 
the Work, And then you areto uſe your En- 
deavonrs, betrer to Fit and' furniſh your ſelves for 
it; ane beg of God to graiit the Gift and che Spi- 
rit. of Prayer, that you may Diſcharge it 1n'an 
acceptable manner; and that 'you may not be 
readier to put forch yourſelves in any Service-elſe, 
than in hiswho made you to Serve himy/ and who 
beſt deſerves dll your Be no! 

And-rake heed' yaw forbear- riot t6'Yo itat all; 
becauſe yowthink , yoa' cannot'do it with a Fa- 
riſh; or as well as the Brf.” Aim not at Neathef 
and Finery, bar” Plainneſs and Sincerity. No 
matter how Plain; if it be but Pertimem. Do bur 
Honeſtly and Devoutly as you can; and Tak 
nor yourſelves above what /you'find your Srrength, 
to be. | Yer aſe yourſelves to it, and by Prafice 
you will ſtill Learn 'to do it Brees, | 'A' great Zeal 
for it, will baJike Wings to exrty you throngh it, 
And if you give yotir | Minds co'1t © you'll find 
yourſelves (even beyond your ExpeRtation) e- 
abled to go on with it. Or though you are Infirm 
and Inditpoſed for ir, and not fo Frrvent upon it, 
yet where there is no-Keen Appetite, ( in Sickneſs) 
chere muſt be ſome Eatitg , or 'there can be no 
Living; and then even in the 7: of your Food, 
you'may find a better Sromach. 

When 
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When Dullneſs is the hindrance ; a Serions 
Con/ideration may Warm and Rovze you into Zea! 
and Devotion. And you will carry the beſt Prayer- 
Book in your ownBreaſt, when you well wotk upen 
your 'Heart; , the lively Senfe and Apprehenfion 
of your Sins and Wants, your Maladies and Ene- 

, Your Temptations and Dangers; the Cor- 
ruption of your Nature, and the Deceirfulnefs of 
your Hearts; the Shortneſs of your Time here, 
and the Erernity of your Abode elſewhere ; ths 
Certamty of Death, and/the Dreadfulneſs of 
Judgment ; the Joys of Heaven, and the Pains of 
Hell ; the Miſeries of Others , and the Mercies 
of God to You: and Yours; ' his Prefence with 
you, and his Inſpe&ion of you ; his Power over 
you, and his Juftice to give you what belongs to 
you; the Neceſlity of a Saviour, and the Fulnefs 
of his SatisfaRion ; his All-ſufficiency and In- 
clination to do for you ; and the Uſetuineſs and 
Prevalency' of Prayer, to help you to all that you 
can-Need or Crave, Theſe and the like Thoughts 
fer Home, and duly pondered in your Minds, will 
raife ſuch a Srock and Supply at hand; that you 
need not be to ſeek for the Materials of your 
Prayers. 

But where your own Experience tells you, 
That all this will not do. - God be thanked, you 
have Yarrety of other} helps in a readineſs; and 
you may provide yourſelves with Choice of ſuch 
Books of Devotion , as you find moſt proper and 
agreeable ro your Conditien. And if you do 
not only Read, but Pray over thoſe Forms, pro» 
vided to your Hands, and inform them with a 
Sezl, and bring a Spirit to the Book , and put Life 
into. the Dead Letter, your poor Offering then 
ſhall be nevertheleſs Acceptable andl Effeftual, for 
uling the Words of Qrherse, when the Devotion 15 
your 


to Family- Prayer. 45 


your own: And you do it not in this mannet to 
ſave your Labour, but becauſe you think anothec 
has Expreſt it ber:er for you, than you can do for 
yourſelves, 

But when ſuch as theſe are all the Helps you 
have ; and you think ir enough to have them : 
And there let them lie by, idle in your Houſes ; 
they may ſo little Befriewd you , as to prove ſome 
of the Books opened in the Judgment, to bring in 
Evidence againſt you , for - ſuch Supine Oſcitance , 
and Shameful Lazineſ; , thae you would not fo 
much as be at the Pains to uſe them. And who 
will chen regard your Complaints of the Cold, if 
you May, and Will-not, go to the Fire? You are 
like to continue ſtill Indi poſed, if you will not 
endeavour to Read, and Meditate, and Pray your 
ſelves into a better Temper. 

There is one Caſe yet, which this will not 
come down to; and that is, among ſuch of the 
poorer Sort , as can acither Read themalelves, nor 
have any in their lictle Families that can. Such 
may plead the ability, for which you may think 
there is no Remedy. Yet have I heard a Man 
pray with Ferwexcy and Propriety of Speech, that 
did not know a Letter of. the Book. | And he 
that ordains Strength ont of the Mouths of Babes and 
Suckiings, can make the [iterate herein-to exceed 
the Scholars, Bur where he 1s not pleaſed to 
make up the Educator's Neglefts with ſuch Ex- 
traordiuary Gifts ; yet they that cannot Read , 
may notwithſtanding (without Book) know their 
Sins, and Confe/s them ; and for Chriſt's Sake beg 
Pardon of- them , and Power againſt them : And 
for Gracr, to be pleaſing unto God; and by his 
Goodnels, to be Provided for here, and Seved for 
ever. - And when they do bur this heartily, as to 
the. Lord, they ſhill be heard without their Much- 
(praking, And 
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And'further chan rhis, they may Learn a Prayer 
by the help of others. £ Arid | ſcarce know how 
any that &equexe-our Churches, 'can: Eſcape the 
Learning and Remembring ſome of thoſe Prayers, 
which they have heard ſo! many \bundred times 
over. And. if they-do- but - carry.away the Con» 
feſfion, with which. we begin at Church, and the 
Prayer of our. Lord , ' and here and 'there, a ſhort 
Cole#-;'| they may» make a Service of this at 
Home, as Good in the fight 'of 'Heaven , as that 
of theic  betrer  Accompliſh; Neighbours , becauſe 
tis the Beſt thar they can offer. ' And now by 
theſe means , all may be ſo helpt our , that none 
fhall find any Excuſe for his Impiety , from his-- 
ability, 


4. Some would juſtify their Negle&t of 'Fami- 
ty- Prayer ,' for want of Company. Either others 
Abroad, 'to Accompany them-in-it; or ſuch Part- 
ners at Home; as are fit for ir. 


1. They plead the want of Company Abroad. 
It is a thing ſo out of Uſe in Multitudes of Fami- 
les, yea, an] many that are of Good Reputation, 
and well Eſfteemed -in the World ; bur here and 
there a Few that-keepf it np, and appear for it, 
and are conſtant in it. And would: you have ns 
then to Upbraid our honeſt Neighbours, with our 
Pretenfions to' be Wiſer and -Bertey than the reſt? 
Would you perſuade us to be ſo Unfeſbionable and 
Singular , as to Expoſe ourſelves to Cenſure and 
Laughter ? : 

I bope the Qmiſſion is not ſo Commer, nor the 
PraQtice ſuch a Rarity, as the ObjeQion inti- 
mates: And that it 4s not yet grown ſucha Sran- 
Galous thing for 4 Family of Chriftians,” t0-Fon 

daily 
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daily together ,;to give the higheſt Honour they 
are able to:their-Lord. 1 am willing to think with 
mage Charity of 2 Chriftian Countsy- And, as much 
Truh as -is.4n the. contrary + is( } am Jure) as 
wych Reprogrh.to us; ag one of che worſt chings 
that could: be faid of us, - But the Univerſality 
of Seber Men haye anather Senſe of the Matter;and 
cannot but think the better of theſe Families, that 
ſhew ſuch Exemplary Piety, 'as all the reſt ought 
to imitate. , ANG if any ſeem well to Por withour 
it, the would be gauch more-Praiſe-werivy with 
it. 3m eMe is commendable in them, their 
Ce/ting out the Worſhip of [God , 'caſts a faul Be 
upon. them. For tho here and; there a Prophage 
retch foams out his own Shame, in throwing 
Contempt and Derifon on the-Praying-Families,, 
and making their Seriouſueſs hs Sport: Such Rew;- 
lers of them, may too late-wiſh, That themiclves 
been found amvng them., when the Lord 
all. come, with Ten thouſands of his Saints, £4 
.execute- Judgment. pon 'ſfuch Scoffers , - for 'all 
their hard Speeches which they have ſpoken agiinſt 
Him; to Diſgrace and interrupt his Servants in 
the way , where - he: put them ; and where it 
would better become thoſe who profels the ſame 
Holy Religion x0 fodow there, than to OGje#- their 
Faith fylneſs againſt them, and tun their 21ety to 
Aheir dufersy ; TRLET 
« But, if- anyohere wonder at your Shygwlarity , 
-you have mugh more Cauſe to wonder at their 
Jmpitity grand Jet them Wonder on, but for all that, 
do you. Pray 14: As you are taught by a very 
rant, Example , Palm 71,7. .1 am 45 4. Monſter to 
anany ; But thou art my Strong Refuge. I care not 
hw iPHoda they accour the. Preftice , as long 
-&b.fad how Wefed is the Benefit. ' You may as 
J4ah:Dipile.their mighty Numbers , as they Ps 
. pile 
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ſpiſe your wamerons Prayers; and ill think but 
ſo mach the beter of them , becauſe ſuch as rbg 
are agrinſt them. To Seaſon your Houſes wirh 
Religion, and muke it Famifior to your People ; 
if this be to Break the Caftonr, it is ſuch a Cn- 
ftom ſure, as has great need to be Brokes, What 
if kw do follow this way? Has not our Lord 
told us, That Few do find the Way to Life? And 
has he not "intimated the Reaſox to be, becauſe fo 
few do Strive to Enter? And is not the Chief 
of al} our &riving in our Proying 7 But is not all 
the 5:rvggle in Prayerteſs-Fathihes (quite of ano- 
ther Nature? Alas, -all Careleſs Sinners zre To fat 
from ftriving to Enter in at the $ryait Gate ; that 
they ſcarce ſet their Faces this way, ſo much as 
£© Seek after it. And theſe, I confels, are a vaſt 
Number. - But yer fach as are now for a Po/!, and 
Glory in being of the -b:iggey Number , will nat 
find ir for their I=tereff ro fick to rhat way, and 
there be Found, when the great Shepherd 'and 
Biſhop of our -Souls ſhalt come to. Separate rhe 
She:-p from the Goats: For though they had far 
more than they have on their Side; the Grthe 
Fieck will then have the Infinite Advautage of 
them, when their” Father ſhall give them- the 
Kingdom ; and at. the ſrme time Diſovs them 
that were Aſbam'd of - him, and thought his Wor- 
ſhip a Diſparagement to their Houſes; turinirlg therh 
over to the Maſter, whom they Swe'd before Him ; 
and who had more of cheir Devetion, than their 
Riehtful Lord 'conld ever get from them. And 
upon whomſoever the. Scorn and Confuſion is now 
caſt, they ſhall then, to their Cef?, fiad to whom 
it Belongy. 

One thing under this He:d, (though I'do-buc 
rouch) T'muſt nor Shp. For I have heard ir ob- 
jected, That even ſome Miniflars: do got _—_— 
thcw 
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theſe Prayers in their Familier. And if they tha: 
have the Sacred Calling', which brings them fo 
Nigh to God, to ſtand between him and the People, 
do not think thetnſelves Qb/iged to'ir : What can 
you expe& from the Laity, from Tradeſmen and 
proy Labourers ? If they that are the Month of the 
reſt, be Dumb and Speechlefs this way ; muſt th: 
People uſurp'the Office of their Teachers, and rake 
upon*em to Trath them? i. e. To Teach them 
beret things thari their Own PraFite ? 

Jam willing to' believe, That this 1s all Ca- 
lunuy : And that thete is no Foundation for it, in 
matter of * Fa#, ſhall Fay, or foul Negle#. Bar 
if there be any of' niy Brethren, that give no bet- 
ter Patterns + ( As there were Paſtors ſo Brutiſh, not 
to ſock the Lord, Jer. to. 21. And our Lord him- 
ſelf /had one of the” Fab#imrr), rhat was more for 
what he coul@ get of the World, ro Fill the Bag ; 
than to Draw down Bleſſings from Heaven , and 
to'be Filed with a}! the Fulneſs of God: ) TI will 
take the Boldnefs to drop a Word of Exh: ation, 
even for' Them , whoſe boſinefs it is to Exhor: 
others. 

{ Beſeech you Brethren, by the Mercier of God, and 
by all that is Dear to you in the World ; Do nor 
throw ſuch a Stxmbting-Block before your People ; 
nor ſo Block up your own Pylpge to the Throne of 
Grace. "You know , "that your Work is not only 
to Preach to them, but to, Pray for them, and ro 
recommend their C:fe unto Him thar is able to 
Melp them ; and to give you Succs/r among them ; 
and to Bleſs all your Labours beſtowed upon them. 
And ſhalt che Houſe of che Man of God , be void 
and empty of the Waorſhip of God ? What Good 
chen-are you like ro do them , by all that you ſay 
when; iat the Houſe of Guat? They will be more 
tquiftiwaftetyour Orders at Hom?,” thin Doter- 
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mined by your Rules at Chub. Apd all, your:maſt | 
Elaborate, Preaching will not: Help them ſo:much' 
2s your Scandglow 'Neglet of, Proying \Hmders 
them ; Tho you Ex/0l Prayer: (proformd ) from 
the Pulpit, for a Flouriſh, t0.St off your ſelves ; 
( and indeed , unto ſuch as are acquainted with 
your Domeſlick Praftice, to Condern your ſelves; ) 
Alas, Why ſhould they Regard that, which they 
know. you [s to-Slight 7 Ler 'OUT. Houſes then, as 
well as your Sermons ,, ſhew, them what they have 
to do,, And. Jet, not your own, Hal, 'as. well as 
your. Neighbours Mowhs, cry out of, :you, for-un- 
fit to take Care of -the Charah of 1God, when you: 
no better Rule your own Houſe, 3 Tim, 4-5,6. You 
have a Talent to Exerciſe , which- the other- Ap+ 
pointed Offices leave but little Room for at the 
Church, .L mean , The Gy*..of» Prayer. - And 


where can you ftir, up and; amprove that Gift of: - 


God in you, {ſo,wely as.in your fexiily5-© do not! 
hang :all upen the Colmou Charge then, [to Live 
only upon the, Pubhrk Stocks; Nor let that;Privy 
Key which God has given you, .to his Treaſures, 
lye by and Ruſt , for want of Uſe. But Uſe-it; 
and Love to Ule it. - And that not only to. Srop 
the Peoples Mewhr,, but to blefs.and enrich i(-to- 
gether with their. Sou/r } your own Houſer and): 
your Hear (s. "wo 

This to.-a Few I hope, to a. wary. Few. - But 
now again to All. , .. —_ 

If you do not look altogether upon! Others, by 
them to determine- your own Pradticez If you 
will not Refuſe to take the way for Heaven, till 
ſuch time. as you can bave all the Connrrg along 
with you. - Yet 1 20 v1 bn 

2. Da youfuſpend the Family-Prayer, becauſe 
you haye not Company at Home; fit togojinwith 
you in ut > Why, what's the maticr mberhem® 

re 
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Are they ſuch knoaw Creatures, they kriow nor 
what belongs ro Prayers? Or ſuch #icked Sinners; 
That God will not Hear them, but count-theie 
Prayer 4bomination? Yes, you think, they are 
ſome of them ſo Dark and $:upid; and all of 
them Corrupt and Unconverted. 

But takes heed that you do not involve your 


' ſelves in as-bad a Guile,” when by the" Rufb Judg- 


ment you paſs your Sentence without" cerrain 
Kuowlege ; and ſo may Condinmn thoſe whom God 
will not, Or put the Cafe to the worſt, that ir 


is as Bad as you Suſpe# with them : Yet how do'! 


you know but that God has Deſizns of Everlaſting 
Love to them * And what can vou rell, but in 
time by your very Prayers he will Call and Cone 
vert them ? Would nor you have them lye in the 
Way, and under the Uſe of his Prefcribed Means? 
What would become of all our Prayers at Church, 
if the Preſerice of wick:a men ſhould ſpoil theav? 
Thoitis then a mighty Encouragement and Ad- 
vantage, to have Right Hearted Ze:alous Partners 


to ſtrive with us in our Prayers ; ( and inſtead of ' 


throwing Water upon the Sparks, to bring their 
Bellows to Blow up Devotion into a Kame:t ). Yer 
you mult not therefore forbear the Service, be- 
cauſe you have nor ſuchias you could wiſh, toale 
fiſt in it: But Pray the Herder with them, and for 
them ; thit they may be made ſucly as you would 
have them. For even the #%ched thall nor be Re- 
jetted, Returning, But how ſhall they get out of 
their Wickedneſs , without their Prayers ? Their 
Praying is one great Expreſſion of their Repentung, 
and the' very Way of their Returning. And to 
the Calling-rthem to Prayer, is « Calling/themn 164 
Repent, and Twn to the Lord; + e. To! do the 
thing whereof they have the greateſt Neew of 'any 
thing 4 the Work, Tis your kindeſRt Cigray. 
D 2 then 


— 
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then to Put them upon it ; and you could not 
be more Creel, than -to Excommunicate them 
from at. 


-5. Some throw by the Family. Prayers for want 
of Succeſs. They ſee them do no Good upon ma- 
ny-that Uſe them : and they find themſelves ne- 
ver the Betrer for them : and ſo-they are Hear: leſs 
tobe Concerned with them. 

I confeſs men may here as well 2s .elſewhere, 
beftow- Labour in #ain, if they will. For the 
Prayers will not work like Potions or Plaifters, by 
mere Application : and all that U/e them will not 
of neceſliry be Healed by them. For it is not the 
Bare uſe, but the Right uſe, that will make them 
efeQtual. Mary do give them the beſt Commen- 
dation, in the Good Fruits, that they make appear, 


Produced by them : and can put to their own 


Seal, for the Bleſſed Efe#s. And ſuch as are ill 
too Bad th them, might have been yet much 
Worſe Withour them. And you that Complain, 
for want of Experience in your ſelves, of any thing 
Cone 'by your Prayers, whereof you can make 
your Beaft ; Peradventure may know the Fault, 
where it $t:cks ; that they are no more proſperowe. 
And then your wiſeſt Courſe is, Not to Fall out 
wi:h the Prayers, but to Corre# your ſelves; and 
Remove that which Hinder: , out of the way, 
That fo you may order the matter to more ad- 
vantage ; and not ſtill be Counting over the Tre 
ſure, and grow never the Richer : But fo Pray to 
God, That you may find Cauſe to Bleſs God, for 
what you have got by the Trade. And for that 
Way of Management, I am to give ſome Advice, 
before I have done. - 

But here let me Caution you, from making 
Haſty Concluſions, and Denying the Freis of 
Prayer ; 
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Prayer ; only from your preſent Senſeof the Mae- 
ter. For you may have the Benefi:, which you do 
not Obſerve ; and the Prayers may do you Good 
many other Ways; tho you Perceive not the 
Good, to your Mind, in fome particular Manner, 
propoſed or expeCted by your ſelves. The Phy- 
/ kthat makes Sick, is yet in order to H-alth, Ard 
you muſt not Look for the Herveft, afſoon as the 
Seed is Sown. God will Avenge his own Elef, that 
ery day and night to bim: Tho he bear long with ther, 
Luke 18, 9, Yea he will do it Speedily : Phat ir, 
Phe very Firſt Fir Opportunity: Tho nor ſo Soon 
as they might make Account, And tho you do 
not now Feel the Benefit , you muſt Wait till you 
do ; and Believe, That you ſhall be the Barter, 
for Following the Courſe , which He himſelf pats 
you upon ; who has Pleafure in,the Proſperity of 
his Servants ; and does not bid the Houſe of 74 
c06, nor any Hexſe of Yours, Seek bu Face in vain. 


But - after all'theſe Complaints, of wanting a 
Command , and Time, and Ability, and Company, 
and Succeſs ; There are other Wants, that more 
need to be Complained of, for Hindring theſe 
Prayers. Tho they be Wants here l{ Obſerved. 
Even, The Want of Wiſdom, Humility, Zeal, 2 
Heavenly Mind; The Love of God, and s Holy Life. 
As I ſhall ſhew next, in pointing out the Real 
Cauſes, That Family-Prayer is ſo much Negledted. 
And theſe Cauſes I take to be, 1znorance, Pride, 
Yr Witldlineſs, Enmity to God, and The Love 

Sin, 


T1. Ignorance is a Cauſe, For the Prayerlefs Fa- 
milies do not Know, or they will nor See. ( which 
is the worſt Ignorance of- all , becauſe a Wilful 
one,) the Needs of their Souls, which ſhould 
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Haſten them to their Prayers : Nor ſee the things 


of their Peace, which ſhould make them G/a4 to 
be ſo Employed. Many pafs for Knowing men, 
yea, Deep and Sharp, Shrewd and Politick; and 
they are really iſe in their G-neration : Who 
more Cunning, to Serve their own Turns, and 
to bring about their Worldly Ends? But to do 
their Soul; Goody and to render ' themfelves for 
ever Happy, They have no Knowledge. To Ingra» 
tiate themſelves with the Beſt of all Friends, and 
and to Compaſs the moſt Bleſſed of all Ends, in 
the matters of God's Holy Religion, and their own 
Eternal Satvation: Here all their Skill fails them, 
They a& a$:14cots and Novice: z and ſhew the ex 
treme Fly, in turning away' from the Supreme 
Felicity And tho they cannot chuſe but get ſome 
Knowledge of Goa in his Creatures, yet they do 


mnotKnow him in his Son 3 nor as Revealed in his - 


Ward ; nor as ſhewing his Pewer and his Glory iy 
the SanFuary. They do not Know how Great he 
15; or elſe they would more Far him : Nor how 
Good he; is ito his Servants ; or eWfe they wauld be 
more with him, when they might Ger ſo much by 
him: And tho tliey make a Quarye/, upon the 
Chargecf Ignorance; as did the Phari/Fes with our 
Siviour , Jeb 9,140- Are we Blind? T hey. take it 
ktinoufly , that ſuch Pretenders to know-more 
than all the reſt; ſhould be brought in with their 
kwirom;. | But he told them, ( next wer, ) That 
24 rouch-a5 they did ſee, only help'd'to Aggravare 
their Gnilr; and. fo they. but Knew how ito In- 
creaſe their Condemnation; and were Witty, bur 

to ger themſelves the more Srripes, How many 

«x4 teidy £6 Brag , with Laearces, Rev. 3 17. 

Thit they are Rich , and. mcrc1s'd with Golds, and 

heave tieed of nothing : When God knows, They are 

Miſer able and Wretched, and Poor ang Blind ard Na+ 

ked ? 
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1083 = 77 ? Thz y dq” "nor Riki what © melo F 
i to are in. : "Th: my mer Scan es " 6 fhen = 
Ven, have ind (76: innate. with their own Souls. 
and 'Fhiey "wut EY us down, That their, Heats 
V ho are Right, and very Good ; when GoJl's Word 
and pronouncet them Dertirful and Deſperately Fick- 
do «d + And they never ſhew us, what they are Good 
for for, in Pouring out dt the Abun, zance of them bc- 
40.5 fore the Lord 

and David beg bar, of God, * and made,this his 

, In Argument 0h prevait and, ſpzed',” For 1 am, Paor 
W11 and N. ety , bf im' $6; xr. Tho he were. a Wealthy 
em. Prinee , ehiar wanted for nothing of the Wiwrls ; 
ex» yer he was flo Wc 7 # Man , a$ to know nh hat Need 
me hs had of God, : And iris this Spar it uai Poverty, 
me that furriiſherh us with che beſt Sagocity ; The 
do Senſe of pdrgence at Home, that fcrs us upon 
his - : Seeking Abtoatl; | Thus the Poor in Spirit, tho 
TR they may T-tm'ro be fach as have leſs Need, than 
he ſome of their Neighbours, yer they Pray wore and 
ow oftner - (And in| ſhew themſelves. the Wiſer ; 
| be - beciuſt* they underſtand their own Occaſions 
by better. 

the Bur the Prayerlefs Families do got know what's 
_ Good for themſelves: How to Traffick with that 
* it Kingdom , where 1s #7 ro be.had; nor how to 
Ore get the rickeſt Sreck \ to raiſe a Fund and Eſtate 
od ' Inexhauſftibly; and to wake heir Fortune and them- 
hat ſelves for evet.” If they Well underſtood them- 
mw 'felves indeed, they "ould take their 7ime, while 
= 2a Price is pgrt into their Hands ; and not turn their 
ut i Backs (o upon the Bleſſed Giver of all Good, and 
ny loſe 44, becauſe' they woyld not come to his 
7, Gates, nor lye waiting , every Day, to Receive of 
od "his Infidire Fulneſs, Phy d'be as forward as any 
—_ 'to call Fuolr, where they ſaw Men thus flighc 
"= bd neglett all their faireft” advartazer in this 
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World. And what are they better, that will turn 
themſelvey out of all the Highef Good , Wogjd 
wirthout'end , becauſe they would not ſt them» 
ſelves to &k, till the Time when it was 100 late 
to be found ? 

And then they that thonght with themſelveer, 
We will not be ſuch Fol, to lie waiting thus, 
and ſpend our Time, and our Strength, in our 
Prayers ; ſhall cry out of themfelves, We Fool , 
would not tzke God's (Way), but made account 
to do better in our-own : We mij/ook our Buſineſs, 
and our Intereſt both, in preferring our Humeur 
and our Pl-aſurg,before our Conſcience and Obedience. 
And now we perceive how the God of - this 
World i»fatuatcd our Minds , and 6lnd:d our 
Eyes; how the O!d Serpent was to old for us, 
and his Subtilty o«ut-witted us, and made worſe 


than Bahics of us; to our _ Hearts. with 


deadly Prcjadice againſt 's.way of receiving 
the Kingdom of God, as lutle Children, . And 
we have refuſed all the Offers of Eternal Glory : 
We would nor Keep in with Him,,, in whoſe 
Hinds was all our Life and Bliſs, * But we Raw- 
bled from him, and took more-care for an Ich of 
Time, than for the Newer-ending Eternity, ©, 
whiiher are we going? And what ſhall we do 
now for ever? Had we Wift, what would baye 
ben the 17%, we would, have taken another 
Conſe; we would have Cleaw'd to the Lord, and 
S-uck' to our. Prayers; inflead of Agoring 'the 
World,, and' Serving our Lifts. But now the 
Time is psf, and we are /of ; and have loſt All 
pſt Recovery, and muſt bear the Eternal Braxd 
and mart of our Fly. O, it is the end, that 
muſt make appear, Who were #%ſe., and'Who 
rhe Fools,” And when Laygching hence into the 
Would to come, Then that t;/aem of. the, World 


which 


» 


! 
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which is Fooliſhneſs with God , will ſhew to'be no 


better, even in the Worldlings own ſight, . Then + 
ye the Prayerleſs-Families will open chelr Eyes, and 7 
ſee zhett Error, and find that they. were quite out ; You 


and did but Tr/fe and play the Fool, when you 
threw by the Work of God, to find you fourewhar. 
elſe to do; and that it was your [guerance whicly 
kept you from your Prayers. 


2. Another Cauſe of this Neglett 1s:Prmle,. For 
*tis the Proud Heart that makes; Men {ſo $f in 
the Knees. The Wicked through the Pride of- bus Conote 
tenance will not Seck after God, P[aim 10. 4.. He 
that is ſo Full of Himſelf, fees no Neew: he has to 
lie Begging at the Throne of Grace. When fo 
highly conceited of his own Dignzy , he- rakes ic 
for a reproachful Dimwwrion of himſelf, for ſuch 
a one as He, to be commonly ſeen in lowly: Pre- 
ffrations to the Mujeſty of Heaven.. He counts 
himſelf roo Good , to be God's Hwnhle. Servant : 
And Scorns it , as Below-him:, to own.any in his 
Houſe Above him + fearing ic would 'Lyfer and. 
Loſe him with his Family; .if, before theny, he 
ſhould pay his. Great Lord the daily Homage and 
Fealty : That it. would be too great a Degrading: 
and Difparagement for-him, :# {#or/bip , and bow 


down, and Kneel ( with them ) before the Lard his 


_ Maker. O wretched rm ! (I cannot forbear } 


Thou pitiful Bi: of Riff Dir: ! How doſt thou 
forge: thy felf, and utterly miſtake. the way co 
Honour ? ' When thou makeſt account to keep 
up thy Port and Grandeur among thy People, with 
Hufting and Swaggering , Looking Big., and- 
Talking Loud , and carrying ſo High, as if ic 
were too great a Blemiſbto thy Qualicy,to be every. 
Day upon thy Knees in thy Family. When,..alas, 
in the Worſhip of God, all are Equal; and no 

Ds Reſpef? 
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Reſpef of Perſonst. But as the Hil; on the Farth 
diſeppear » and bear no Propor tion. at all, bat the 
Whole ſhe#3"to Heaven as. a ſmooth | perf? 
Globe + 'So the Mitaphirical Mountains are made 


Low, and the Villies Raiſed before thee Lord: And” 


aM, of what Degree foevet, 'are on-a Level in his 
Preſence. Only rhat the moſt High has chicfeſt 


Reſpe& unto the /owly. And tle Lower any $500p3 


in the Humbling himſelf, the Higher does he Riſe 
in« the Bleſſed you Acceptance.  *Tis then by 
Abaſing thy ſelf in the Duſt of the Earrh, that 
thou wile: get neareſt to him who Dwells in the 
Havens: © Which is the Wonder, the Riddle, the 
Myftery of Humility ; but the Word of the Lord 
has eſtabliſhr ir for an undoubred Perity ; That he 
whoſo' Himblcth bimfelf; ſhall be Exalted, But 
when thou art not more Pſiable to Bend, and too 
Senbborn to'be — thus Down; take heed he 
dbinot- bring thee do 

mote\2gninft thy Hearr ; to make the Sturdy Ene> 
my bis Forffgo!, and daſh thee in pieces as a Pore 
rers Voffel. 

There are a fort of Independents, that Ser up 
for themſelves, and Live to themſelves, and make 
chemſelves their only my 0] Atheiſts indeed, that 
Live withour-God in the World. As if he had no» 
thing to do with Them, nor they with Him. And 
their Cry to him, is like that, Jer. 2.41. We are 
Bovina, Wet will- rome no mire wnto thee, q; ed. We 
Scorn-to Fa: upon thee. Who is Lord over us? 
What 'is this Lord of Heaven and Earth, that 
we ſhould: Obey him ? The Application may 
{ery too Keen t& any among us: Bur I ſhall leave 
Hl Preyerleſs' Malters and Families to Examine 
rhemifſelves, whether they be not 4ſhamed of the 
Humble Worlhip 'of God, and for m:tr Pride, 
will thor be Sew Init, And at the ſime time 

to 


wn' a worſe way, and yet 


— a” a” of with off 
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to bethinkthemfelves; whara-filly, idle Artempe 
it is}, Bt dry ' 0” nake account of tetting: ap 
their own' Rrput ation ,* uport the:: Auing: dt :4tus 
Glory... if; acts 7 Ob Dime vat 1 

"And if any mify think, it pinches too7 muth 
vpd1 the Priyilege of a G-nifeman, to throw him- 
RY down" promiſcivonty\ amiong his! 7 fermars , An 
the Worſhip* of his Mekery that it, & for poor 
Sake ahd N47 Spirits {ih ro'Crap and) Grange , 
'and Lick the Dif; 4nd Beg'and Supplicate, noc 
-only 'for_the't Livey!, bur! ever fos crheir Daity- 
"BYeau © If with the Atoghat Lucifory they woultl 
nor ſhffer Godt! robe" rhe woft High 5 but woutl 
be like him:, and as High 4s He: If they-won'd 
have their D*pendatice apo him and-their - Sub- 
miſfon to him , kept # a mighty, Sccrer 3 rior ro 
be DPiwyulg'd by ſuch Humible/ Acknowledgmenr 


"and' See AVaſcmintty: If chay-covit rhis>the way 


to keey up their Pre- cminente, and rovender them- 
ſelves" rh mere Conſider bb, 1 T fallicave kw 
'their Wiſdom); a lirrke betterto 4 4ufe wpdrinkds 
Point; Whether it would not be more for thei: 
Otedit md Honour, to'be lefty Huugihty and $:1- 
ly > And whether Glitrering Worms are ever: rlie 
Iefr 09-2 and-File, 'beeaiife they wilt 1: fog 
themſelves : 25 to Aſyirs a frer” an £ qu als) with 
the "Hig beft 2 And whether we muſh tb :Cumt 
them por Betty s, a5 to Corger; that therefs ancan- 
finitely: ber fer ehantflity? Ih fine, whorherzthern- 
feives would not be much Pirter td be Hamabdet ; 
ad by the Low Abaſement of .rh:mielves .in the 
Sivhrt of God , get them 4 worthier Eftee:r among 
all Men, whoſe” Jadgment is worrb the Re- 
'gardirig." | 


3. Shth j$ andthier Cane of this Neto ff: ' And, 


'Otow*tmany Fifth lies Garjr- the #4ily Worfkip 


0% 
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of God too Troubleſome to; be endured among. them? 
Some, / for Lezineſs, will not do. the. thing, which 
. yet theyſeem to Approve of ;.and to wilh. it done, 
if Wiſhing would:do it; bur they will not be at 
the Trouble. They have -catcb'd the: Spiricual 
Cold , which Benums them to all Holy: things. 
And here they are fo Liſtleſs and Flaggy, they 
wil{ not hy out- themſelves, nor Exercit their 
Part: to Conceive a Prayer; no, nor Chargs their 
Memerics to bear one: Nor lower yet, but {© 
much as go over the frm: prepared by others for 
their nce. /- Bur & they are Brisk, and 
Nimble, and 'Liboriow 5n ot 5 3) YET are 
Heavy and Dead to this Work; and cannot hnd 
their Hearts, nor their Hands, nor any Powers, 
to fall about it, or to go through with it. They 
are Aw to the World ,- and full of Meztle for 
their Bodily Concerns , and their Fleſhly Plea» 
ſures : At any ones Cad, for their Temporal Gain 
and Advantage. | Bue when the Lord bids them 
Seek his Face , they.are dull of Hearing: When 
his Service is to be 4ttended, their Strength is ds- 
yerted, No Delight, nor Readineſs to do the 
Will of God. No Preparations to Meet him ; no 
Caring and Contriving ; no Labouring and Stri- 
ving for the Bleſſed Rllowſbip with him ; but all 
for Slipping the Yoke , and Hiding and Stealing 
from- the Irkſome Imployment. So many Hewrs 
they areat it, eve from Morning to Night, for 
the Back and Belly ; but one Quarter of an Hour 
Shall be grudg'd, 2s too much to wait upon the 
Lerd in any Holy Duty. They have both Legs 
ready to- run upon the World's . Errands ; but 
when call'd upon Service to their Maſter in 
Heaven, they are ſtark Lame , and cannor Srir. 
With what Yigorous fort» will they beſtic them- 
ſelves; to. gain cheix worldly Peinr; ? And though 
oJ7 
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they meet ſometimes with uxfeifible things in the 
way, fo Baſfe their Atremprs: "ot, agtin and 
again, they are at it, to try what they can make 
of it. _ But when . they ſhould be taken up with 
God, yea, when it is to wirl Chrift, and inherit the 
Kingdom of Heaven , here the Men of Might are 
as Weak as Water, and nothing to be done, let 
who will take all, for them, 

And is this (do you. think), a hopeful Proper 
tion for Heaven? . And. hike the Taking it, even 
by Ferce 7 Does it not indeed look more like a 
Contra and Endeavour, all they can, to Shun 
and Eſcape.it? Is this the ſeeking Glory, Honour, 
and Immortality , by Patiexe Continuance in 
well-doing , and the Fervency of Spirit in ſerving 
the Lord? Can ſuch Truants and T-iflers in the 
Worſhip of God, ever think this is the Way. to 
come to him, and to Live for ever with him 7 
Can they look to be regarded in the number of 
his Servants, that will not fo much as put them. 
ſ:lves upon his Service? And can they promiſe 
themſelves all the Eaſe and Reft of his Kingdom , 
and all the Welcome and Pl:aſures of his Houle, 
that would never Labour in his Vineyard , nor be 
at any Pain; to do their Heavenly Father's Buſi- 
neſs? Alas, What's all their Confidence worth, 
to Reckon - of having 4!!, when they will do 
even Nothing? To think ſure of getting to the 
Bleflſed End, when they ſcarce tread a Step in the 
Way that leads thither? Do they applaud them- 
ſelves in the Negetive Goodneſs , and think it 
enough , that they are not miſchievous Plagues 
to their Neighbours; and to fay, They do no 
Hurt * Not to diſpute the Truth of that Aﬀſrtion, 
which they would be hard put ro it, ro make 
Good > Yet, Matth. 25. 30. you may hear a dread» 
ful Doom paſt upon a Man , To be c#ft into _ 
u 
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Barth, + het Bt te "rept, - Ay. "4 Se okd 
'/ 


cauſe 'he was a 4 
et Sher, ut'A Float} 64 and aprons s 
Vant. © It wand part his Or iy there, "That 
He had Marder'd,. or Rp d, © Y p42 any PALE lanous 
4 afiks in the Wogld ; Bur that he went and biz 
Lots Taltnr tlie Rok Hz was og an 
Has for, nothin Js. at an} Fol y Duties, to G 
> erve the L 9. * And To his Sloth 5ht 
ligence was his Bage and Damnation. Thi &: bo 
this, and ſadly think of it again, gol Pr ay loſe J 
Familie ; © thir Biry yoor P38 4th rei 
ſo in-the Earth, thit they aft 411 loſt 'ro Heaven © 
And when the God that Gave them, ſhoul have 
the Uſe of them, they are out of ths. w4y , and' no 
ſuch .thing to be heard 6f, If you..do .no&t 46 
a little more and better , than' You hive done; 
it's Youbr , you will hear of | another Grpeting 
froth the Lord , thin 7/74 done , Good and Fathful 
Servant, + 
3.42 (1C JU LE 
4. Worldlizefs is the common Cauſe of this Neg- 
fe, and the utter Ruin of the Fathily Region. 
Where Marimon: is the Miſtreſs , .God ſhall not be 
Owned and Arrended;.'as the MaBes 'of the Houfe. 
No, by that time $2e is ſerved, his Part is go ne. 
This i 15 his gr=at Rival, thit 4 Þ; in .Competi- 
tion with Ei: N., far. our Hearts 7 21d Service. Ar 
how frequently is the Ufurper aforthapt* wit 
the Bleſſed -Owrer ? - And comes. and pithers up 
all the Rents and Dues ? And the Nat his D-» 
mand nothing's to be had; alF-2iſpo."d-of argther 
wW ay, end gozle, p.{t the trve Ptaprictor's Retries 
wing And.then; though he Fg 711 Pu, Hand 
all doy long ; | there's nothing bbt beta hag”, "and 
and Gain- laying : Eves Joy nright 5 fb gn He 
will no! have Hin tt Rn vir, Or Fantth 
lens 
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lint Put-off, \When 1 have a- convenient \Seaſon , > 1 
will ſend. for thee, We are too Buſy now, it can- 
not be. And ts Merrow ſhall be ar this Day; and fo 
the next, and the. text. And this Injurious: i4- 
vader ſc\dom Jets go the Hold, but rather fireng- 
thens the [ntereſt by long Poſſeſſion. And no Wedging 
in Religion here, among:'a Family of Worldlings. 
They are ſtill ſo, Eu! , the Veſſel will contain #0 
more. They cannot bold their Hands, and throw 
by the Remble, never ſo, little. And if any-Office 
of Divine Worſhip is ever firr:ng among them , 


"they, are Patients all the, while , as under. the- Ghi- 
"rurgions Hands ; they bear it -as a heavy Iuterrup- 


tion to their more beloved Concerns, and long to 
have it, as ſoon as poſſible, -out of the way; that 
they may. get ,into their Element. again. . And 
what is. not quite-rurved out,. yet ſhall-be ſo Run 
up in. the Nzrrows , that it Dwindles all away into 
an Empty Formality, And no body Care; for it. 
No body, gets any Geed by it. And , alas, How 
can the Wings mount up, that are fo leaded with 
thick Clay ? And when is it like to be better with 
them ? 

Though: ſometimes they may talk o& L-ſening 
the Buſineſs, to Retrench the Encroachment ; . yer 
how commonly is it but Talk? For the Love of 
Riches is till a Tempracion , rather to Engulf . and 
Overload themſelves with more, to lay further 
Snares for their Souls, as if they were not Fef 
enough in already, And then they are Snappiſh 
and Croſs, to be taken off What, would you 
have us. Beggars, or turn our Houles into Mona- 
fries ? Indeed we would have ybu to be God's 
"Beggars, and.to think yourſelvey more concern'd 
to he waiting .for. his Favour, than to Coxrr the 
Smules of. che: World ; and with ſuch a wiſe and 
holy Care, to Divide and Order your 7ime , as 
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"to make Room ſtill for God's Worſhip ; . every with” 
out your 'Hindrance for the World. Or where 
you muſt -Pinch upon the one or the other: Let 
(not be 'on God's Pare. Btt be fare to have 
him ff ſerved; and_the World only us'd wty 
Him , and never-to fra! away. the Service from 
him. 

Nay, we would not have you render your Con- 
dition worſe than it is, nor to deprive yourſelves 
of the Happy' Benefir; that you might have ; nor 
thus to Diſpute yourſelves ont' of the higheſt Pr;- 

. wilege in the World: As to cry you Serve God 
in your Ordinery Calling; and” that may ſuffice 
for you. And let ſuch Diſcharge the other Ser- 
vices,  (here- pleaded for) that have fitter Oppoy- 
tuxities for them. And you ſhall not Envy them 
the Preſerment, I grant that you Serve God (as 
well as yourſelves and the Publick ) one way, 


by ſerving your Generarren, in faithfully and uſe. . 


fully Difckarging your feveral Places.. And let 
them be never ſo Mean and Servile, you ſhall be 
as acceptable ro God in them, as if you were 
in the moſt Honourable Poſts, and the Higheſt 
Stations. But yet ſure you would not think , 
that theſe poor Hinder , which are Drudging and 
Moyling abroad , would argue very wifch for 
themſelves, when their Lord ſhould Send and 
Irvitethemto come to him in his Parlewr at certain 
times, and” there do ſome of the Berrer Offices, 
of Waiters upon him ; yea, and Embolden them 
to Sit dopn and Talk, and Eat, and Drink, with 
him; if they ſhould Declme and Refuſe it, 
ſaying, They ferv'd him-in the Field ; and there- 
fore ' he could not blame them for not doing 
him any Service. But as to the immediate Atren- 
dance and Favour off:red , they had rather be 
Excuſed ; and let who would take the oo 

© 
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The Queen of Sheba had a better Opinion of 
ſuch Service ;, when ſhe ſo applauded the Advan- 
tage of Svlomon's Attendants, 1 Kings 10. 8. Happy 
are thy Men; happy are theſe thy Servants which ſtand 
continually before thee. And if the L:aft of you 
may be ſo Taken up with a Greater than Selomor , 
and are not only Permitted, but Iwited to come 
ſo Near him, and to be ſo Free with im; and 
yet you Prey him to have you Excaſed, becauſe 
you are Serving him in your Particular Callings: 
I think your Refuſal will not commend your 
Piety, ſo to decline the Opportunities of draw- 
ing Nigh to your God ; ; nor yet -commend your 
IWiſdem to care no- more for that Hemeur Fa- 
wour , than which the_ King: of the Earthi, and 
the Angels in Heaven, cannot have a greater. 

Whatever be your ſeveral ways of SubSfting in 
the World; ( which are all deſigned buy for the 
Support of your Bodies ,- in the mean while, -tall 
you have ſecur'd the Selvatian of your: Souls) 
O remember , . That. there is one great Profeſſion, 
which equally Goncerns your and me, and: every 
one, as the Common Trade of us all. | And: that 
is, to provide ſo well for our Eterns/ Subſiſtence, 
that we may live Bleſledly for ever, in the World 
to come. And then be not fo ie: upon it, te 
Riſe and get up in this World, to throw your- 
ſelves down , and be utterly undone in the next, 
Bur take more 'Notice of your Depger, and be 
more with God in Preycr , to Preſerve: you from 
that common Slaughter. 

David prayed to, be Delivered from Men of the 
Warld , that have their Portion in this Life , Pſalm 
17.14. . O beg of God, That you may not be 
put off with that wretshed Portion ; that the Lord 
may not turn you over at laſt for your Reward, 
to the Marmen which you ſerved, and fay, _ 
eaac 
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ithat-which you Choſe... Toz would not come ! 0 me, 
that you inight bye Liſe; : You might \havs'twll 
4®,. if you woyld. have:come fob ir.  - Bur :you'pre- 
fected the Pet and1 Dung of the Earthy before all 
the Treaſyrefand Ploford of. Heaven, You'nmde 
light 'of my Invitation, and went your' way: , oife 
#0. his Barney, . another io his Merchandize ; Wivere you 
thought you could make berrer Mas kerr;' | You had 
tatiur: be:.cher World's: bored [Saver , » than the 
Lord's Fremen;.and/followers of God, » ws dear 
Dhildiem Andinow: all iis gone; and that World, 
in whith you Tufted wok Delighred has /raken you 


Ybu-thoughti nothing: tov much r02do for the 

Frend;, that in'y bur Wo, Need), #4! do Nothing, 

Can.do.Na hing for you. - - © +») | 
Q-Sirs , did; you look: more 'out this 


and hiveyour Eyger ever. towards the Lord.: ' Did 
you Re: rbe World paſſing alway ;''as x Shadow, 
ne more tw be for 'tver's! Sare! you would? not 
Stick ſaw agfhxbbly wovit not endaring} bur fo 
much, & fot Ppd3&2whiles / to be parted from it, 
Bur when 'you find! the World fo Rude and In» 
pertinent, to Raſh in upon the Sacred Offices, and 
Mingle with your- Holy Things ; «ther 'to put 
you 6elrithens, or to Huterrupe and Spoil you ih 
the : Never abide .the #ryider {o to! Dinttit 

your'' poor-Sonls , and} Defrand -your Glorion 
Maket.  [Evt it2 not here ſtick fo hard with you, 
that Chriſt ſhall not have you, Like the Cuſtomer, 
Matth. 19, 22, thit went away 11 his Dumps, be- 
cauſe he could not have the Saviour, but he muſt 
be Tad fronds his Wealth. Shall the World 
fill your Heads #nd: your Mouths; yout- Hands 
ahd your! 'Hearts', os if yow had nothing at 'all 
to Uo un it, 'but only to-:make your utrtiv _— 

1 © 


oft” And; what withyou do-World without end ? * 


World ;/. fute!rypir would! be-more looking &Þ, . 
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of it ? Will you be ſo wholly for-Back. and Bety, 
as to Forget and Slight God and Eternity? Q Be- 
think your ſelves Berrer,- and then che Lord ſhall 
Hear of you Ofrner. .. And then.you'll make the 
World ſtand Afide, till he has his Actendance paid : 
And not Run your felves out of Brea:h in Par- 
fuit of Mammon ; Till you have no Breath to lay 
out in Calling upon God 3 nor let that Pluck you 
from his Gates, which can-never Save you from 
his #ra:h; nor make you any amends for the Laſs 
of your' Souls. | Let thoſe A4larms ftillHound in 
your Ears, 1 John 2. 15, Love not the World, 'wor 
the thingrof the Warkd : If any man love the World, 
the Love of the Father is wot in him, " And Jam. 
4. 4. Ye Adulterers and Adultereſſes, Know ye not, 
that the Friendſbip of the World is Enmity with God? 
Whoſoever therefore will be the Friend of the World, 4: 
the Enemy of Ged. Tf you cannot beſo 1# with ic, 
but you muſt be Oa; with:Him. ; 'and you'll rurn 
him ; not_ only from: your,” but (all againſt you : 
Take heed, let in nwg to Get af{) you” Lo/z 
all. And ifſtead of ſuffering the Prayers thus to 
be Cajbicr'd and Routed ; let them be fer up'as the 
Barriers and Fences, to keep bff che Encroach» 
ment : That you be not- ſeized by the Enemy, 
and carried away. into an  Unredeemabie Cipti- 
vity. 14 


$. There s the E:mity againſt God, which Hin- 
ders this Praying to him. - The Wicked are al co 
pieces with Heaven ; and then theſe Offices of 
Friendſhip arenor to be expeGted from them. They 
are by Naturethe Children of Wrath : They brought 
the Szeds of Exmity with them into the World-; 
#nd the old Grudge and Core was never yet Healed. 
No, Still 'the Quarrel goes on ; and the Breach 
grows bur. M/4der. . Still they are Enemier in their 
Minas, 
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.» Minds, through Evil Works , Col. 1. 21, And the 
Enemies in Mind are the Bi:tereſt Enemies of all ; 
That have the Malice there Rooted at the Bottom, 
And till they: be Reconciled, and made berter 
Friends, They will keep off, and have as Little as 
may be;'to do with One , whom they rake for 
their Enemy. God's Enemies would not have 
him to be the Head of the Family, No, They 
have not fo much Hoewour for him. For tho we 
cannot bear the Contempt and Affronts caſt upon 
our Friend: ; yet we care not how much our Enc- 
mics are Vilified and! Deſpis't : We Grudge to pu y 
them any Honour our ſelves: and we are not well 
pleas'd,'to have them Admir'd and Magnificd by 
others. Yea further, We Delight in the Compe- 
ny and Converſation of our. Dear Friends, We 
Love to. go to them, and never think it Long to 


be with them. And if your Hearts be Join'd-to - 


the Lord, you will not: think the Da:ly Prayers 
come too Faſt to. bring you to the God of 'your 
Live: : Ow. that they 'make you have too much 
to do. with him; 'whom your Souls Love. Bur 
one-that we do not» Care for, we are Strange to 
him ; and when ke comes and Offer: himfelf, we 
can have Fwenty Excuſe: to get away, and” Shift 
him off And ſs is God Served by the Prayerlſ; 
Families : He is not to their Mind; and they do 
not care for his Company. Even a Godly Man that 
does but beir his Imagegis an 'Exe-ſore-to them : 
They have no Kindneſs for him 3. and how then 
can ſuch. a Holy God be for their Twn ? When-it 
is Likeneſs that breeds the Love; and Love draws 
all to Union, But where there is no manner of 
Swuitableneſs, there's like to be fmall Dearneſs. And 
then where the Friendſhip. 15 Cold, the Vilits are 
but very Rare and Short ; and all but mere Ferma- 
by, nothing Hearty. Now. ſuch is the Caſe be- 
tween 
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tween God and Wicked Men: Who are Efran- 
ged from the Womb ; and not only Fallen from, bur 
Fallen o«t with him 'that - Mude' them : Full of 
Prejudice againſt him, and Retaining no Favour able 
Opinion of him. And fo they are Shy towards 
him, and-Liſfleſs ro come near him. They think 
they have. Betrer Friends ; and can beſtow them- 
ſelves more to their Conreme another way. And 
therefore are-quite off this Courſe: Yea ſo Far 
gone from (God, and Gombined in their Apeſtacy, 
T hat they ſcarce fo much as make any Mention of 
the Family-Duty ; unleſs it be in the way of Deriſi- 
on and Drolery, as a Name of Scorn and Infamy ; 
To Ridicule the Tenderneſs of a Neighbour , 
whoſe Pious Prefice Upbraid:s their own Shameful 
Neglee, 

Now is not this a Sad and Fearful Corfidera- 
tion, that may &cike you down , and make you 
Tremble; To think that your Strangene/s to God, 
ariſes from this Enmity ; and that rherefore you 
are Prayerleſt, becauſe Enemies ? At Odds with 
your Glorious Maker, and up in Reb-&ion againſt 
the King of Heayen? And then, O what do you 
mean to do? Will you ſtand ir our, and Prepare 
for Battel; and go try Strength with the Lord Al- 
mighty? Are you for the Encounter? And dare 
you Reſiſt, and Venture to Bear the Shock of his 
Indignation ? QO Sotciſh Creatures ! How Unequal 
is the Combat ? For a poor frail Arm of Flyb to 
Fight wich Tempeſt, Lighining, and Thunder- 
bolts ? For Dry Stwbble to Maintain its Qwn, be- 
fore a Conſuming Fire? This can never do your 
Buſineſs. No Standing in his Sight, when once he « 
Angry. No Eſcaping his Hand, when he comes to 
take Vengeance. The Proudeſt muſt Stoep to him ; 
The Sfrongeft will Sink under him. 


Ir 
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Ir- maſt 'be” another-way, that- you Prepare to 
Meet your God. And that is, To go and Caſt 
your felves at his: Feet, and affwage his 1//-ath 
with your Prayers; and Beg Pardon and Peace, 
for his Sms Merits. For you will find Judgment 
without Mercy , if you do not make your Peace 
inthis Time of Mercy. You will be Torn in pre- 
ces, when there'ſhall be none to Dolover, if of the 


Offended Majeſty himſelf you do not obtain Des + 


: verance from this Curſed Emmity. ' Acquaint now 


thy ſelf with him, and be at Pence: Thireby Good + 


ſhall come unto 'thee, Job 22. 21. Yea thou ſhait 
make thy Prayer to him, and he ſhall hear thee, ver. 27. 
That's a Wonderful Indulgence ; for Enrmier, who 
lye all at his Mercy, to be admitted to Parly. That 
he will allow you to come, and Speak for your 
ſelves. Yea, rhat he puts you upon this 'very 
Conrfe 1 And the Gracious God, (wronged and 
offended, ) ſeek: firſt, to hare all. 4ccommodatedand 
Heiled, ” And will yon-not then take - the Time, 
and the Offer, while you may have it ? Yea, and 
when we pray you in Chriſt's ſtead , to be Reconciled 
unto God # If ever you will ſhew W:{dom , to do 
you anv Good, ſhew it here : and ſhew it Cuicky, 
Haſte to your Prayers ; and hel not your Peace, 
till the Lord ſpeak Peace. And Cry mightily, that 
you may find a perſe& Cure of the Antipatky . v0 
thatifrom Abherring of God, you miy come to 
Pelight yorr felves in the Lotd. 


6. One other Cauſe, { nezxr a-kin to this, } of 
withholding the Prayers, is The Love of $n, 
When Wickeaneſs is fweet in the Month "ond (#5 n 
pleafant Morſel, ) is Hid wnder rhe Tongue, -Job 
25,12; Then Prayer is Un{xvoury and Birrer; 
and no acceptable Reliſh ro' be found'in it. The / 


his 


£) 
& 
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his' Feaſt, : Yet 25: men geaw 4 of: their Sic, 
They fall our of -Gnceis with their Prayers! [And ' 
if they do; not Cheth. thernlelves: 3n the Withed: 
Courſe, They halt finda Gbedt at the Throne of 
Grate, If you are Conjerour of Iniquiry Regarded 
in,your-, Hearts, and. 4/lawed in your Pradticez: 
Then going to the Lord in that Probe, you can 
expeCt' ſmall #e/come;'nox any Det able' Hearing, 
When: you go on; in your Tpaſfes , you'l} be ' 
Heardeſs 'to-carry 00 your Proyeri: And: where 
the Wickedneſs is. become Delicious ,, there: the 
Prayer will grow: Ful/exze. And bow can you in 
earneſt Pray againſt the things, which" you' Love 
abore all things ? That which makes thee 459d 
before the Lord, will be apt to Keep thee onr-of 
his Preſence, | When thy doing is 'ſo Inconfiftert 
with thy Prayiog ; and thou knowelt where. is 
the Srop, and what 45 the Matrer, That God Hides 
bis Face from thee, and-/'will have nothing re do 
with thee, till- thou heſt-done with the provating 
thing : Then thou! bangeſt $2ck from the Gabing 
Office ; and trieſt to Drivers and Eiſe thy felf ano- 
ther way. - And what Heart baſt'thou'ro Seek the 
Face of the Lord, which: his Word tells thee is 
Againſt 1hew that ( do-Ewil, Pal. $4: 16: Als, 
the Ungodly Wretch has got other Haw! than vo 
the Throne -of Grace, And. what hould he do 
there, who has-no Prricy: of Heart, nor any Holy 
Hand; to:Lift up ? The. way-of Frayer.is utterly 
Groſ; to the Courſe of bis Life. And ro Draw 
Nigh to the Holy Righteous Lord; does nothing 
bur Upbraid and Torment .bim, Hg .can have riei- 
ther Boldwe(s nor Comfort there: But finds himſdlf 
Eaſer to Stay awax | | And. fo be pirkketds Prayer, 
2s a Rubin tis? Paſſage; that bemay go/ on che 
more'Clover and undifturbed inthe purtuit of ' bis 
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I cannot much wonder that! a TPted Pamily, 
ſhould be a Prayerleſi Family. Where 'their Heads 
and their Tongues run upon Vanity and Foolery, 
Pomp and Pride, Faſhions and Dreſſes, Dainties 
and. Exceſſes, the Pot and the Game, Curſing 
and "Swearing , Corrupt Communication , and 
Diffolute Converſation , Raking and Tear» 
ing for the World, or. Brawling and- Fight» 
ing among themſelves: Sach a Life and 'Proyer, 
agree like fire and Water , ' They are Rambling 
from God, and Flying out againft him : And how 
then can they for Shame , ſee one another's Faces 
befort im? Their Prayers wou!ld Jook-but like a 
Jeſt; and not only a piec? of Frrmaiity, but of 
Meckery. 

O Sinner ! When thou turneſt thy ſelf looſe, 
to walk in the Ways of thy Heart , and the Sight of 


thy Eyes'; When thou kickeft againſt the Pricks , - 


and breakeſt throw all the Reſtraintr of Conſci- 
ence, to run out afrer thy Pleaſures aud Extra- 
vegancies, thy Idols and thy Hurlots, a Wypring 
from the Lord: When thou liveſt Dyboneſtly or 
Idly; carrieſt on' Baſe Deſigns ; 'and ſcorneſt all 
Holy Rules: When thou lieft welrring in Zvf, 
ſwollen wich Prude , fir'd with" Malice , eaten up 
with Covetouſneſsr: And all rhy Sins are ia their 
Rewer upon thee : And nothing but what is Hate- 
ful to God, is Dear to theer Dyes he not ſee thy 
Ways, and count all thy Steps * Doſt thou not know 
he is aware of thee? And then with what Pace, 
canſt thou go into his Preſence', and take on thee 
to do any thing at Prayer? In. this Caſe , thou 
art liker to make a Scoff ar it, thin to have any 
Serious Concern in it. And thy Companions thac 
know thee, would but Laugh at thee ,- t6 hear of 
ſach” a one as thee , ever offering ſo to _mpley 
thy ſelf, Thou couldſt ſcarce have the Patronce, 
but 
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but to Kneel fo many Minutes at thy Prayers , as 
thou couldſt fir Hours at the Cards or the D-mmk. 
And when ; thou fo hardeneſt thy (clf againſt 
the Cries of the Poor ; , How canſt thou .expe& 
to find any Mercy that wilt fhew none, When 
thou canſt not Frgive, but goeſt full of /au- 
grance; thou'le be afraid of Carfing thy ſelf, to 
go over the Bleſſed Form , Firgive w 'our 
Treſpaſſes, as we. Forgive them , &c. | When thon 
haſt been ſtretching forth. thy Hands "to, 1"4- 
quity , .and Stealing or Cheating ſticks to. thy 
Fingers, what Hands . axe thole to. lift wp.'m 
Prayer * And what a Tongue is that to. Bleſs 
God, that ſo commonly breaks out to Bleſpheme 
him ? How canſt thou pretend any Atoration 
to the God of Heaven , when thou knoweſt, 
that thy God is thy Belly? Yea, how canſt thou 
expeCt to be ever the better for that  Prejiag. , 
which thou canſt make the Subje& of thy Mock- 
ing and Jeering ? "Tis no Imployment for. ſuch, a 
Prophane Wretch. No, thy very Praying is even 
as much a Taking of God's Name in" Vain as thy 
Swearing, There's that 4bomination in thy Heart, 
which Cramps and Damps every Petition/ that 
comes out of thy Mouth. Thy Trede of Life, alas, 
it "_ the Breath, and Kills the very” Heart of 
thy Prayers. 

And this is the Reaſon, that many have 
ſoon enough of their Prayers; as not finding 
the Exerciſe to agree with their Conſtizurion ; nor 
with the drift of their Converſation. They will 
not be at the Pains to Cleanſe themſelyes ; and 
then they know , as good not meddle with the 
Prayers. Nay, the Enemies of God , which 
they Reſet in their Hearts, will never «biz. it» 
When it brings VERY Sight , and is a _ 
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ef Arreigning themſclves at the Bar of Heaven ; 
therefcre they Abftain from-it\, or are ſo very 
Sparing in it ; not only for Shame that the Holy 
things may not Corfornd them ; bur for dread alſo, 
teſt they ſhould Raiſe the Evil Spiric to Torment 


them. 

But will this ferve the turn? And ſhall they 
who go on thus perverſely in their ways, fo 
Guard and Defend themſelves in the Prſcſion of 
thei Sicrs ? O filly, idle Arrempr of Deſperate 
Creatures ! - For all muſt come out. And the 
Confcierice , which rhey now ſo Srrang/e and 
Provieke, will one day Return , bur with the 
greater Force and Fury upon them. *Tis Vain 
'theri fo Cover your Tranſgreſſion , and rhir.k to 
hide Iniquity in your Boſom; or with a high Hand 
'to get the Maſtery of ycur Conviions, and make 
a League and Peace with your Sins, that fhall 
"hold Inviolable. For be ſure they will fand you out. 
And” for all theſe things, God will bring you "into 
Judgment. And there is no way for you to 
Eſcape the Danger of them, but roundly ro Jade 
yourſelves for them: And if you Seek the Lord, 
to let theſe go their way. And as ever you 
would ſee lin with Cemforr ; Caſt our; the 
Carſed Things that ſer him againſt you, ' And 

down with thoſe Walls of Separation, that, ketp 
you and your Prayers from him, And away 
with the Befom Luſts, and Darling Sins, that (pail 
all the Drarneſs with Heaven; and that cut of 
your fait Correſpondence Above. O ſee the deſperate 
Straits into which you ran yourſelves, by con- 
tinning under the Love-and Power of your Sins. 
Forif ſo you- Bold ro Iniquiry, it will 'certain)y 
'be' your Ruin. And:you candor tedthe" our of, it, 
"without the Help of 'your Projerr, Ard" yet, 


alas, 


5 w ny my ,.4- oy = 


he »=9,. 


we 
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alas, what Hearty Prayers can you make »goinft 
the Sins, 'whith you love in your' Hearts ? - An 
ler even this, \rorn =_ Heats for ever agrinſt 
thoſe Smy\, thar they blaſt all "the Jv and 
Comfort of your Lives, and tura you out of the 
beſt Refuge in the World, and make that mighty 
Help of poor Sinners , Inſignihcant and Hiphſ; 
unto you, by keeping you from it, or deftroy- 
ing all the Advantage? TS mighre ger by ir, 
and making that Ble God the Trtrbr "of 
yout' 5da/s, who ſhould be the' ooly Joy of your 
Hearts, 

Theſe things canfidere#, T hope you will hot 
forſake your Praypr:, to clexve rg your Sinz. Br 
Fly from your Sins. to get ſuch a worthy Pebce 
in your Minds, that you may go ſweetly on wich 
your Prayers. 


And now befote' T offer arty A#vice for the 
Management of this FO ; "Ter me (erfle ſome 
Preliminaries, to roake ? & Way for theſe Firmi- 
ly-Prayers, And I will propoſe bur theſe Two 
Things : The fizing” of ſome Seated Times for 
Prayer : And alſo the Frequent Returns of your 
Prayers. That you” may make Sure of them , 
and rhdt you may be as Often , as 15 needful in 


—_— 4 


1. Make Store of ſome Stated Time? for Priyet : 


"Though”'T rie_ up' none "to Canmica! Hours; br 


to any other” Cerram Hours in particuls yer 
I would have you to Fix upon ſome yourſelves, 
Aﬀeer you have each conſulred your ſeveral Con- 


'"welimcier, for the” firreff Seaforis , © which you 
'fhd 'to"be mbt Ptoper md Advantigenns for 


the” Ptirpoſe © Determine the Time with your- 


E 2 {clves 
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ſelves, and let your People know, that then you 
ExpeF their Attendance with you before the Lord, 
That ſo all, may, caſt: to, be Ready , and to get 
all that Hiaders ( as much. as they are able) 
out of-the way. , For the Corrupt, Fleſh will be 
apt to frame many. Eveſexs; to, carry you off 
your 8ya/s, with other Matters ; when you are 
under no ſuch Rales,, but only for Praying , 
when-the Spirit moves. And if you do not fix 
upon your Times, , Nam'd and Appointed , [the 
ps wall be. in. Danger often to. be. Forgotten, 
and Thruſt but, and to /lip and dip to. the 
Ground, Thus,:tir yourſelves. up then ; (where 
you have not already). and keep as near as you 
canto the Ser Times, that nothing ( under fich 
unavoidable Impediment}, as you could not Pre- 
vent or Foreſee) may put you beſide them : 
And that none through their Fault , nor unlefs 
vpon-any. Juſt and Needful, Account, may be 
Wanting | but, Repdy . at (Call, for the. Service. 
"Thopgh 4 deny noe , but Prayer may ſometimes 
five Place to; a:4/s Work. than it (elf, when. ic 
1s a fit Neceſſary Work, and ſuch thit con- 
3 be. dane another Time , as the Prayer may. 
Then ycu may. ſtep aſide , ſomewhat ont _of 
your. | Way., ,t0 let. the Carriage ga by., But 
uſe not willingly, and upon Frive/bus Oxggalt- 
ons, to Break your ſettled Meaſures, And when 
.yon.Jo ,- let. ac be. fo, Thar, they who; koow 
you, . may \perceive, that the, /acgrruprooni45 nove 
of your- Pleaſure: , but rathet Paiy;,and Grief 
to you, $vzl bluow | 


But here I woyld take: ugan fo fleas to 


recommend to. you. the Aornayg and, Exxn;ag x, the 
' Beginging and the Gicke 


of. tha Dayi, 3. 4T% 4 


viting 
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viting Seaſons for your Prayers, And ſach as all 
che Faichfol Servants of God , generally every 
where throughout the World, have been us'd to 
make Choice bf. And that not withour very weigh- 
ry Reaſontr, Some of which let me here Suggeſt, 
as Motives , encouraging you to be with ſo much 
Good Company. 


1, For the Morning Prayers. It may well be 
called, the beſt Beginning , to Begin with him; 
who is the Beſt of all Beings, To have your 
Firff Buſineſs with God, is ſuch a Tin#zring of 
the Veſſel, * as may make ir carry a Sweet $a+ 
wour all the Day. After yon have been ſo pi- 
ouſly Taken up with the Lord; you'll" be the 
more Meet for an Innocent and Uſeful Converſa- 
tion with Men. When firſt you have been Seck- \ 
ing Dire&ions from 4brve; you'll berter know 
how to Carry yourſelves in all your Concerss, 
Firft Fruits were, of old, God's Part: And fill 
we are to Seek his Kingdom , and the Righteouſneſs 
thererf, in the firſt place, And this is one way 
of Secking the Lord Early; when you Reſolve 
with "that Great and Holy Man, P/al. 5. 3. My 
Vaite ſhalt thou Hear in the Morning, O Lord. In 
the Morning will I dire my Prayer to thee, and will 
look up. And before you break your Faft, or pour 
down your Morning's Draught, it is fir you ſhould 
break open your Minds, and pour out you Seuls 
to'Ght in your Prayer-. 

And this you are to take the more heed of, 
that che World Rub not in, to be ſerved be- 
fore your God; and that Bodily Occaſions do not 
get the Starrt-of your Religion, fo chat ir' never 
Recover all the Day. 'Some Men are Eary up; 
buttfis only the 1/4717 , or their Fleſhly Pleaſere , 

E 3 that 
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thar Rouzes them. They are. in Heſs to be 
Buſtling out and gane, before they have asked 
God's Leave , or taken Him along with th:m. 
Inſtead of Cilling upon. the Lord , and firſt of 
all, Securing the Service of God : As ſoon as 
up , they are Calling upon their People, and 
Spurring them on to the Service of Mammon 3 
to make Haſte, and do this and that beſwre. 
Bur not a word of the thing that is moſt Neeg- 
ful of all to be, done. O what Prepoſterons Do-» 
ing is here ? The Attendance: on the Pile Body, 
to exclude all Care of the precioxs Soul! Barth 
to be ſet above Heaven! And any. paltry -714- 
fer, and periſhing Trs/h, to take Place of Im- 
mostal Glery, and the God Pleſled for ever! To 
run away with all Speed in the Morning , withour 
Him , that bas brought you to it; as if you had 
no Dependence upon him , nor be any Twle to 
you. 

Again, I would engage you to your Morning 
Devotions , even for the Decency of the thing. 
And to make ſome handſome grateful Returns 
to your Great Preſerver , who has brought you 
out of your Sleep, as out of the of 
Death ; and rais'd you from your Beds, as 
from your Greves ; and let you ſee a New 
Light , like a Reſurretion to another Life: O 
can you chuſe bur ſay, with his approved Servant, 
Pſalm 139, 18. When 1 awake, 1 am flill with thee, 
As foon as I Opew my Eyes, I cannot but Life them 
up to the Lord, from whom comes all my Safery, 
and my continual Supply. For that 1 laid me down 
and Slept, and Awaked again; What was it, but 
becauſe the Lord ſuſtained me? Pſalm 3. 5, Who 
did keep you in your Sleep, when you were in 
no Capacity to Leok to your ſelves ? Who ſecurid 
you 


to Family- Prayer. 79 


you from Dangers, and -Refreſh'd you with a 
comfortable Reſt? And is it not worth your 
Notice and Acknowledgment? And will you 
give him no Thanks. and Praiſs for it ? O 
let even common Ingenuity extort from you 
the Morning Sacrifice. And Jaunch not forth 
iato the Buſineſs of another Day, Before you 
have paid your humble Devotions, for the 


Protefion , and the Rrpoſe of the laſt Night. 


Yet farther, Let me urge the Neceſity, as well 
as Decency of this Duty. If ever you would be 
ſafe, and Do Wel , D> not Yeutwe out in the 
Morning without this Guard and Defence of 
your Prayers about you. For your Sonls to go 
thus Undreſs'd and Unbl:ſi'd into the world , 'tis 
worſe than for your Badies to ſer our Nated in 
the Sharpeſt Seaſon. You know not what you 
do, So to Expyſg your ſelves. You know not 
what Temptations and Perids you ſhall meer with ; 
nor what is near you, or juſt hanging over you : 
Ia ſuch 'an Evil Dangerous World , wherein 
you Live, B:ſet with ſuch a Mighty and 
Deadly Exemy ; that is ſtill watching and plor- 
ting for your Mychief and Ruin : And when 
you are fo weak. and Inſufficient, to maintain 
either your Integrity or your Safety ; and "tis as 
much as you can do, with all your Prayers, to 
ſecure yaur ſelves. O what will become of you 
then, if you get not under the Shelrcer of the 
Almighty ? If you Engige not his Aid in your 
Defence f You are never out of Harms way, 
when ou? With God. However you may Fancy 
your ſelves fafe and' well enough, even under 
the Dewl's Power : ( For ſo hes will ſeek to Hu- 
mour you, into your own Undoing: ) All your 
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Security and Proſperity then, Alas, it is but a 
Dream and Imagination ; when you are out of 
God's Hands; and will not by Prayer, commit 
your ſelves to his Tuition. That which looks 
for your Welfare then will prove but a Trap : 
And even the things in which you Appland 
your ſelves, as Beft for you, will turn to your 
Downfall and Ruin. 
Orc: more, 

You have as much Need of your Morning- 
Prayers , as you have of the Bleſſing of God up- 
on all your Deſigns and Labours of the Day. 
For how Vain is it, To Riſe Early, and Sit up Late, 
and Eat the Bread of Carefulneſs and Sorrow, Pal. 
127. 2. If the Lord do not give Succeſs, and 
make your Endeavouts Proſperon: ? The beſt 
Contrivance , and the greateſt Pains will never 
do, without his Favour 'and gracious Influence, 
All your Planting and Watering gw ill ſignify no- 
thing, 1f be ' do not give the Intreaſe, 1 Cor. 3. 7. 
You may Plough 'and Sow, and Reap the Wind ; 
If the kindly Bleſſing of Heaven do not Rear up, 
and Ripen and Perfe& the Fruirs of the Exrcb, 
You may Reckon all Sare , and Fear nothing to 
hiader the Succeſs ; and yet ſomewhat be Larent, 
out of your reach to Diſcern; that fhall Blaf 
and Spoil all, So that you have” not only 
need every Morning, To ask your Daily Bread ; 
But a Daily Bleſſing upon that Bread, to make 
it Bread indeed, Fir to Nouriſh and do you Good. 
And if you are ſo Intent upon the Buſin:/s, or 
in fuch Haſte for your Journeys; that you can- 
not ' flay for Prayers ; But count "that much 
Time Lvf, which is fo Beſtowed: You will 
make roo much Haſte for the Good Speyd ; and 
come to' know at Laſt, Thar Prayer never 

- Hin- 


Hinder'd any Good and fiting .work-5 Bur is 
the Beſt Means in the world, to make it /Projpe» 
rour. And whatever , ſeeming Succels you found ; 
as good you : had never had it,- if . by your 
Prayers you did not Seek or SanZify it, -O then 


Begin all your Works in God's Holy Name ; and - 


let your. Prayers go before your Labowrs, And 
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never. think that .all _ your ecber Striving. will do - 


greater matters , [.than this Striving with God 


tor. the Bleſſing. Nor think to Sz&#ch it out of -, 


God's Hands , and. work it out. your ſelves, 
whether He will -or ao : Bur before you Engage 
in the Work of the Day, Stay .to Engage and 
Pray him into your Intereſts, And inſtead of 


fearing any Damage by this Courſe, Expe& to - 


Fare the Better all Day Long, for your - Morning 
Devotions» 


2. If you Plead, That ſuch are your Occa- 


front , your Family, uſes to. be ſcattered in the 
Norning : And-one is Up and gore: Another En- 
gaged this way , another taken up. in that Bu- 
fineſs : So that you cannot- have them toge- 


ther, to make any thing of the Morzing- Prayer, - 


( Though 1 doube nor, but you might acder _ 


your Afﬀairs, for . the common - prevention of 
this; were, you indeed Lowers of God ; Zea- 


loxs for the Service, and full . of + Concern to 


Promote it : . Peradventure you: might amend 


the matter, by going .to it a 'liccle Sooner, 


or ſtaying ſomewhat Later: Yet ) in the Even- 


ing this Excuſe is out of the way; For thea + 


you are uſually al together. And as you Joyn 
in a -Bodyj to Sit and Conyerſe, and Zat and 
Talk together ; So why you ſhould -not: Joyn 
together upon the Beſt nd moſt Needful Acoonct 

5 (0 
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of all, I know nothing ro Hinder, but - yonr 
own. Falſe Hearts, and Farthiy Minds , Centempt 
of God, and' Diſafe#im to his Holy things. 
And if one Steals to Bed before Prayer-time , 
and this and the other Run our, and find them- 
ſelves 6:ber Employment : Itis thy Feult,, as a 
Maſter, that thou doft not uſe thy Authority, to 
Oblige them to better Attendance : And fee that 
ys take this fair Leave of one another, before you 
part; to call npon the Lord with one Confent, 
and Magnify his Name together, That you may 
not only in a Formality, ſay, Goed Night ; but 
have good Reafon' to Hope it: And be like 
indeed to find Souls-Reft in your God, as well 
as the Bodily Reſt in your Beds : And not go 
away with Regret of Conſcience, for making 
your Beds your Lurking Holes; where -to 
Hide ſrom the Lord an Out-run . your Duty, 


Again, If yon have Firges your ſelves, in 
the ter of the Dly': Ar Night is the 
Time of Recolle#ion , to call your ſelves to 
Account , and go Humble your ſelves to the 
Majſty Ofinded; And beg his merciful Pur 
den in Chrift Jeſus, for all that you have (care 
tefly Omitted, or wickedly Committed , the Paſt 
Day. For who Can widerfland bir Errors, Or 
know how. oft he Offendeth. Ot which of 
you can tell how Frequently you Fail: and 
Break with God, in your Thoughts, Words 


and Deeds, every Day, every hour. And if 


you would Lye down in Peace, and find your 
Sleep truly Sweet; Ir concerns you firſt to. 
Seek Goa"; Peace, and earneſtly to Sue for Par- 
don. Fhat you may find him Reconcoled, be- 
fore you enter the Regiens of the ſhadow} of 
Death : 
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Death + And not ga into your Bed: with all 
the herwy Load of the Day's Sins upon your 
Souls 3 For ought you know, Ere next Morn- 
ing, to fink you down, too Low for any 
more Riſing. 

And that is yet a further Engagement to 
your Evening Prayers, That you may be De- 
fended from all the Dangers and Terreors of 
the Night. Not only from Fire and Thieves, 
bur from the Wrath of God, and the Duurſfions 
of Devils, That the Bleſſ:d Keeper of 1roed 
may watch over you ; when you are not in 
a Condition to take Care of your ſelves : And 
that you may be Preſerved ſafe, under the ſha» 
dow of his Wings. For O how many have 
gone to Bed well, and fl:pt their Laff? And 
from their Beds, been Carried to lye in, the 
Daft; Never to Wate again, till the great 
Mbraing of the Coſt Diy ? And what 
rance has any of y ut when you go in- 
to your Chambers, p. vm thence immedi- 
ately go down to the Chambers of Death ? 
How do you know, but this Night your Syuls 
muy be required of you f 'How do you know 
but ir ſhall be the Lefi Leave that ever you 
w || take of one another ? And would not you 
Labour hard with God in your Prayers, If 
you were ſure not to Riſe and Live angher 
Day ? And. had you - not beſt then be in as 
good Earneft ; Becauſe you have no Certainty, 
bur fo it may prove ? And let me cell you, 
ye are Folhardy, and throw 'a arſperate 
Caſt for Eternity; To leap into your | Beds, 
before you go to your Prejerr. And as you 
ſhould be greatly. 4/bsmed, to be ſuch Brutes, 
{o- You ſhould: be | as. much. 4fr4id to _ 
ſu 
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ſuch Hazard: And before you commit your 
Bodies to the Brother of Death, Commend your 
Spitirs to the God of your Life,” And go to 
your ' Bedj , even as to your Groves And 
then before you hve Nown, you will think is 
Good to Kneel Down : never Omir to 
moke this one of your Prayer” Timer. 
But whatever be your Hour: of Prayer, 


2. Take care of the Fequent Retwns of your 
Prayers. That you may be at them Dail, and 
apply your ſelves to them, as oft as is Neceſſs+ 
79. If you keep not juſt ro ſuch and ſuch Times, 
nor to Solemn Prayers exa&ly ſo mawy Times - 
Yet get fach an humble Senſe of your Wane; 
and ſuch an high Eſtrem of the Bleſſed Fees 
dom with God ; That you need' not be Spurred; 
ro; catch all the fir Opportwnities for it : Nor 
ever run 'ifito ſuch common Neglefts, and long: 
Strangeneſt to God*; . Till you are Overgrown' 
with your Sins; and give Satan even all rhe 
Advantage he couldi with , againſt your Souls, 
Yea and” ſhewing that you have no Regard of 
that holy Religion , whereof you- make Profeſſi- 
&*: . For though ſome ( no lefs Sify than Pro- 
than Y are; forward: to call Hyprorite, when they 
ſte a tran mnch Addifed- to his Prayers ; Yet a- 
much more- Competent Judge, Job 27. 10. makes 
the Rarity 'to be a Badpe of Hypecriſy, Will the- 
Hipocrite Delight himſelf in the Almighty ? 940 he. 
Always Call upon God? No, But if he Begin with- 
16, and Offer a little at it, and-carry itr-on for 

fore Smad Time, upon fome Unuſual Account : - 
Ver "he'll ſoon have Zxough of its and Flag, 
and'Ffall Back, and lervit alone; As nothing- 
Axyitable' , either with the- frame of bis Spirit y/ 

or 
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or the Tenor of his Life, He is for another 
fort of Company and Converſation, Than to be 
Much with Ged,” and ſerve him, like 4*ns, Luk. 
2, 37. with Prayers Night and Day. 1 

Some Families are for Prayers only on the 
Lord's-Day at Night ; and then the Lord ſhalf" 
have no more of them for a Week They'll 
not come near him , till that Day Se nnighe 
again. - Bur do not' make: fuch Fearful Choſmy + 
and Interruptions., 1 beſeech you, For ev 
Day is the Lord's: Day ; and a Day of Audi- 
ence, and a"Frayer-Day z wherein your Heaven- 
ly Father Expe#s you : And wherein you (T 
am ſure, ) do full as much Need Him. And 
count it as Strange and Unuſual with you, to 
Suſpend your Prayers, as your Meals: Yea to 
have your Prayers at a-S:and, as tohave your 
Breath flopr : For Prayer is the very Breath 
of Religion ; without which it is ſuffocated and 
ſtifled, and cannot be kept Alive, in the Family, 
or inthe Soul. 

Nor let the Lord only Hear- of you at the 
Pinch and Extiremity; when nothing but mere 
Dread forces, you upon it. Leſt you find the 
ſad Diſappointment , of Beginning an Acquain« 
tance then 5 and+ ſeek in Yain, becauſe you 
would- not ſeek Before. But let Prayer be moe 
in Faſhion with you, and more Common among 
you. Be Ready to it, and Much in it: Tilt 
you have made you a Fequented Eaſy Path to 
the Throne- of Grace. Let it be even as the 
Air, that you Breathe in ; and! as the Food that 
you Live on; and as the very Pulſe of your 
Souls, Carried on-even without Cea/ing, 1 The. 
54 17. 1.6. Keep in a Conſtant Preparation for 
it.;-and be Ready, upon all Occaſions, .to fall 
iato 
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into the 4Fus! Exerciſe of 'it, That it may 
not be as a Prodigiess thing t@ yow ; but ar» Eves 
ry Day's Buſineſs, and Famibar, even as your Eat« 
ing and Drinking. 

Now to Quicken yon to ſuch Frequency of 
Prayer, Do but Confider with me Three 
Things; That this is the Ouly Time for it : 
That the Oftzer you thus come to God, you 
ſhall be the Weluamer: And that your Prayer, 
the more Frequent, is the mare Excedent. 


1, Conſider, That this is the Only Time, 
The Time of Reaching out the Sceprer , tor 
Invite the Petitioner, The Rinding-While, to Ob» 


tain Mercy, When Mercy's Arms are Extend. 


ed , to Receive the Humbled, Yielding Sinner. 
But it is but a Whilr; and O how Shore @ 
While ! Even as Nething, to the Vaſt Infinite 
Duration , ja which you muſt take up Ar 
ever and ever«s Can you think much then of 
your Daily Prayers * Or think more than 
Once a Day too much, To Beg and Inpiriune 
the God of Heaven, to have Mercy upon your 
poor finful Depertzxg Souls ; to voucblafe fome 
Tokens of his Love unto you z and to beſtow 
the Riches of his Saving Grace upon you ; be- 
fore you go hence, and be no more Seen, nor 
Heard among the Living ? Does the Lord allow 
you now to Ak, Suk , and Knock ? Does he 
by his Command , Obhge you to it ? And by 
his Promiſe of the happy Succeſs, Encourage you 
in it? And yet you are Careleſs and Liſtleſs, 
to. make. your Benefis of it, while Time ſerves 
you for it? O- that you would QOpes yous 
Eyes, and ſee the Gracious Dey that yet ſbines 
upon you.! And ſo well underſtand your ſelves, 
aJ- 
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as to perceive, That it is no hard Put upon 
you , but a Singular Faveur offer'd unto you, 
When you are Solicited, ro make your PFre- 

ent Auddreſſer to the Father of Mercies : 

hat yow may find his Mercy to Eternal Life ; 
Find it, in the Time of this Mortal Life. Of 
could the Damned Pray themſelves out- of 
Hell, How Hard would they be at it > How In. 
affaxtly upon it ? And if by thy Prayers, Thow 

ay'ſt keep thy ſelf from ever Coming there ; 
O how well would all the Pains and Ex- 
pence be laid out , thongh chon ſhould? waſte 
thy Lungs, and wear out thy Knees, in Crying 
Day and Night,-to be Delivered from God's Wrath 
and Everlaſting Damnation. 

O will you then Kew the Time of your ifs 
tation * And if you Know it, Dſe it, while you 
have it. And tet this be as the Gead, to prick 

on forwards, ever and anon to Renew your 
| rien : To be at them again and again ; and 
fill Perfft in them, and never have done with 
them, tilt your Life is Run out, and all your 
Danger is over, O Uſe your felves now to Cry 
in T'me; that at Laſt you may not Cry in Yain. 
Now FPlew your Prayers, that then you may 
not Loſe your” Prayers. For if you do not. Be- 
giz them, till juſt ycur Time is Ending 3 even 
as good you had never begun them. O how 
many that now might Pray , and Mould noe, 
may then find, that though they would Pray, 
they Cannot ? -Yea thovgh ( after a ſort, ) then 
they do Pray, there will be none to Regard their 
Prayers. According to that terrifying Denun+ 
ejation , Prov. 1. 23. Then ſha'l they Call. to me, 
but 1 will not Anſwer. They ſhall Seck me Early ; 
but they ſt all not Find we, But now you may: 
Prevent 
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Prevent the Killing Frufratiow: And if you. let 
the Lord often Hear of you, in Tour Day; you 
are like to have a Comfortable Hearing with 
him, in His Dey, And it is the Conſcientious 
Courſe of your Conſtant Praying Every Day, that 
will give you good Hopes of Solid and Ever- 
liſting Conſolation , in your Dying-Day. And 
wes] th now Give your ſelves to it, and be Ofrcn 
in it,. that thzn you may Reap all the Sweet and. 
Bleſſed Fruit; of it. . 


2. Let it Hearten you on to ſuch Frequency 
of Communion . with God, That the Ofrzer you. 
ſo come to Him, the Welcmer you ſhall be with 
Him. For he is not Weary of Hearing, nor 1m- 
poveriſh'd with Granting ; as Men. uſe to be Sick 
of Bold Laviſh Peitioners, and give them not on- 
Iy a Repulſe , but a Rebuke: Upbraiding, theo 
with Want of Manners, 25 much as. any other 


Wants they complain of, But the Qpening of 


oar Mouths Wide, has the Promiſe of God's fb 
ling them. And the moſt Importunate Beggars 
are his biggeſt Fawvauriter, He is ( as our Church 
expreſſes it) alwayi more Ready ta Hear , than we 
to Pray. And beſt pleaſed with thoſe , by whony 
his Gates ate moſt Frequented : And though we 
have ſomething to ſay co him , not-only Dazie/'s 
Three times a.Day , but David's Seven times a 
Day ; yea though it ſhould come up to the Seven- 
ry times Seven. ; He would never be 7Tir'd with 
the Repeared Cries; nor Frown upon the Endleſs 
asking: But would Delight in you, ſo Delighting 
your felves in the Lord ; and like the Better of / 
you, for ſhewing that Greareſt of all Wiſdom ; 
in coming flill to Draw out of ha As Ful. 
nels ; with whom. .is not only the All-ſufficient 
Ability, 
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Abliity, to do for you, whatever you can deſire; 
bur as great an Inclinatios and Pleaſure to do ir. 
And your Much-asking, is not to make him the 
more Willing to Give, but you the Fitter ro Re- 
ceive. When you ſhew the mighty Yalue which 
you have for his Favours, that you know how 
to Prize them, and think no Waiting and Beg- 
ging too much, that you may Prevail and Speed 
at the laſt. | 

3. Be not aſhamed of coming fo often, nor 


Fall iato diſlike of your Prayers, for being ſo 


Many. When here the Oftexer the Better 3 and 
Prayer the more Frequent, the more Excellent, 
Though ſome ſpeak of Common- Prayer , as a 
Name bearing a Sound of Contemps. Prayer in- 
deed ought to be Common , even as our Need: are, 
And the Commonneſs is its Commendation. For the 
beſt and moſt needful things in Nature, are 
moſt common ; as the Sun and Air,Fire and Wa- 
ter. And you muſt not think that your Prayers 
ſhall be more Efem'd, for being ſeldom Heard : 
As ſome Princes think to raiſe their Eſteem , by 
being ſeldom Seen. The Offices will not grow 
more Rare and Worthy, becauſe more Rare and 
Unuſual, For here the Wealth lies in the vaſt 
numberleſs Sums , that make up the Treaſure. 
And this ſpeals not only your Riches, bur your 
Honour, that youf are got into the beſt. of all 
Correſpondence , Clad and Adorn'd with theſe 
coſtlieſt of all Suit; , (the Suirs of Prayers) even 
for your Every-day's Dreſs: So Habituated to 
your Prayers, and ia Love with them: Sousd. 
to the Preſence of Majeſty, even the higheſt : So 
Great and Intimate with Heaven , as there to have 
your main Traffick and Converſation, and to be 
even All rogether ſo Taken up. 

Now, 


A 
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Now, afrer a!l this Excitation to the Family- 
Prayer. There ſhould be ſome Direfion for the 
Management of it That is a New and Great 
SubjeXt, which d:f-rves Enlargement upon it 
by a 6:7ter Hand, Bur as it is not my p:eſent 
Buſinzſs, ſo my Shou'ders Shrirk at the Under- 
raking. Yet now my Hind is in, ſomewhat 
I muſt Avventure npon it, that all my D:ſign 
may not be Le. For to.what purpoſe, to Rrng 
the Company in, and te!! chem nothing what 
to do there? Though I ſ:t about the Work 
then with ſome ReluFance , as conſcious of my 
own Inſufficiency , here ro Inftruft the World ; 
and ſhall be glad to be Aſif in this my ſelf, by 
ſuch as are able to help me out, and would Teach 
me and others, not only from the Notion: of their 
Heads, but from the Experience of their Hearts. 


Yer in the mean time, I ſhall hope they will be . 


favourable ro my Intention, and forgive the Ad» 
vice, which is Below their own Regard : Turning 
RITED others), 'that can pick any Bezefis out 
of it. 


1. To begin with ſome whoſe Superiority 
minds me to wait upon them firſt. If thou 
art not thy own Chaplain in ha plewe: but 
haſt a Subſtitute , to Officiate fox thee; do not 
ſo rurn it over to him, as to turn thy ſelf out 
of the Communion. Nor by rurning thy own 
Back upon the Worſhip of God, make it Suſpitt- 
ous , that thou art 4ſbam'd to be Seen in it; or 
thinkeſt thou canſt Berter beſtow thy ſelf elſe- 
where th: while , than to come and meddle 
with it. That though , for cerrain_ Reaſons , 
thou doſt S»ffer it; yet for the Thing ft 4 4 
thou 
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thou doſt not: Deſire it. | Thongh thou. wilt 
vouchſafe it a Room in thy Family, it ſhall ra- 
ther have thy Room than thy Company. And thus 
thou ſcemeſt ro bring it into. thy Hauſe; only 
that thou maiſt have Occaſion ro Expoſe ic ro 
more Contemp:z , thin if thou didſt quire turn 
ir out, For in fo doing, thou wouleſt give bur 
one great- inſtance of thy dbhorrence; which by 
the cuſtomary Negle& , might grow to be lets 
Obſerved, Whereas now even every Day, thou 
Reneweft the viſible Proofs of thy Scernz when 
it.is ſo Nigh thee, and yet thou wilt 4b/cond, 
and get out of the way to Save thy ſelf from 
it. Leaving the Inferier Sort, as good enough , 
to go through that Drug ry. Bur to Drvite thee 
in to thy ewn Prayers, ( which is the Deſign of 
this Advice) that they. may be indeed 7oine, and 
not only the Prayers of thy Family : Whoever 
thou art , .and how Great fſo:ver be thy Pf 
and Quality in the World , let me make bold 
to tell chee, That the Prayers would much more 
Honour Thee, than ever thou canſt Honour the 
Prayers, The Greateſt Kings in the World (if 
any of the Ref) have more Gloried in paying 
this Service to the King of Heaven , than in Re- 
ceiving the. beſt Service of - all. their SubjeRs 
on. Earth. Nay, I muſt rell thee, Thou art 
more Obliged to the Atreadance , than any of 
the Reſt ; that thou maiſt not bring it down to 
be Boſe, with all the Reſt; yea, and tempt ſome 
to /igbt it, even for the Pride, to be in thy Fa- 
ſhion. 


1 


O then let it have not only thy bare 4Zewaxce\, 
but thy Preſence , and thy Countenance ,. and thy 
Inſpe#;om and Care," to ſee that all be Preſent at 
it, and Decent ia it. And as thau art the Epc, 
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fo ſhew thy Hradſhip here: And be the Firſt'and' 
Chief to Lead up all 'the Company to the Throne 
of Grace, and Preſent them before the Lord. 
Yea, and take that for a much more Ghriow Of: 
fice, than any thou canſt bear in rhe Cour?, or the 
Camp. 

Nor think it enough, there to ſhew thy (elf 
among them , but fall down and Worſhip at the 
Footſtool of thy Glorious Maker 'and Judge 
Eternal, even as one of chem, Lay afide then'alt 
the Thoughts of thy Greatneſs and Pre-eminence 
above them: And take thy ſelf there ro be up- 
o&h the ſame Tirms as they, and no bigger than 
the leaff , before the Bleſſed God moſt High and 
Great above all. Yea, let thy Example ſhine ſo 
Bright before them , that looking upon Thee, 
they may ſee how to Worſhip God, and- learn tor 
be all Hamility, and Reverence, and Devotion , 
and Fervency in the Work of the Lord. And 
then thou wile think thy (elf equally concern'd ; 
as they or any, in the following Wotds of 'Re- 
membrance and Advice. 


2. Look narrowly to your Aims and Deſigns 
in the Worſhip : For what Reaſons , and to wie 
End; you ſet about it. That it be not only to 
Rock Conſcience a little 4/eep , and make you 
think wel! of yourſclves in a wretched Damnable 
Caſe; or to Compound for your Sins, and- bear 
you out in an 14 Courſe: That it be not only 
ro pay a Due to Cuſtom, and to eſcape the Com- 
mon Oaium: That it be not for Fear of this 
Man; Or to Recommend yourſelves to anqther: 
Or to get'you a' Name, or #*good Word; tobe 
ſeen of Men , or to make a foew in the World. 
Fhough {in a Celd Age ; that fo wants Flagran 
Eximples 
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Examples) you may be wilting, That Men ſhould 
knw it, to. be Edified by it: And when it is 
not to Glorify you, but your Faber in Heaven. 
Yer "take, heed you do not make their Seeing , 
the- ultimate End of your doing jr. Bue kric 
be done_ in thi Conſcience of your Duty ; and as 
the Means of your Felicity. Let your Intention 
be the Glary of - God, and the everlaſting Advan- 
tage of your Souls: To ſhape them into a nearer 
Epoplence of him , . and. ro bring you into a 
eter. Acquainiance with him And uſe your 
Prayers as, the Steps of Aſcention to raiſe you up 
to bim,; ,ahd-as the Way wherein he has appoint» 
ed you coowait for:Grace from him. See that you 
go to Him, as your only Bleſſed End and Ref, 
becauſe you Thirſt after him , and cannot be ſa» 
tified . without him : And therefore Seek him, 
that-you. may know more, and have more of 
bim;i: That you, may fee his Power and bis Glory, 
ſo a1 you have fem him im the Sanftuary: And may 
perceiye, ſtill- more of the Strengtiening and Re- 
viving, which you have found vpon: this way, 
till from ſuch Glimpſes, you reach at laſt, to the 
Fulneſ; of this Heavenly Light. 


3. Remember what a Preſence you. are entring 
nrg, when going to, your Praycr: , and drawing 
nigh to-God., Thaugh you ars never out of his 
Sight ;,.yet then. place yourſclves-25;are#ly under 
ys Eye ; add ſurrounded with che Glory of the 

ord, . As. Dans! worſhipped Before his - God. 
Chap. 6. 19. $9 dn it, Hegrtily as to the Lord. Serk 
the Lord, and Seck his Face, Pſa/m ro5. 4, Asit 
you . were. ſpeaking- to , your, Severeign + Face, to 
Fice, Pour not our Words, without minding 
the, Majefy , . with whom. , you have to do,; Leſt 


the 
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the Lord Copitulate with you,, as he did with 
thoſe , Zech. 9: 5. Did ye 'at all do it 16 me? 
Even to me? You had ſome one 'elſe in your 
Eye, ; and other Matters in your Mind. 
And TI that wis in your Mouths, was Teaft Re- 
garded in your Hearts, OHow Few. indeed Draw 
Nuh to God, even when they Sec to do it? 
And how many Prayers are Loft by the way, 
that' never Reach. ro him ? Becauſe, atfas, T 

did not ſo much as A/m at him. And eveli 

the midſt of all their Prajers, God was not Th 
all their Thoughrt, O rake heed that your Proy- 
ers be not ſach Mock- Prayer; : Which have not 
God preſent with you, for rhe Glorious O28, to 
whom they are Preſented. But Look upon 
Him , as juſt Bfore you , and on every Side, 
Round abour you. Thar your Prayer may 
be "rhe Aſcending of your Hearts 3' and a Deal, 
ing and Converſing Immediattl with him. That 
yon, may not take 'ſo mich Natice of any 
thing that firikes upon your ' Senſe, as of the 
Great God thar Searches your Heart: ; and over- 
Jook all the Company, to Lift up your Eyes. to 
him that Dwelech in the Hiawem. And as the 
Eyes of Servants Look to the Hand of their Ma» 
fert ; arid as the Eyes 'of a Maiden to" the Hand 
of her Miftrefs ; So let your' Eyes Wait upon the Lord 
9otr Gol, till be have Mercy upon you, Plal. 123, 
1, 2, 'Yea, Lift up yoor Hearts, togerher with 
your- Eyes , for his Blefſing an4 DireQion, his 
Aſſiſtance, and Acceptance, in that great Work 
you are npon. And if; in the Beginning of 
your Worſhip, you do not always make ſuch 
an  Adareſr, with your Mouths, yer never Forge 
to, do it within your Heart?.', Thar you may 
find Him who 1s with you, PYeſen?} in ſuch forect 


and 
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and joyful Ef:#;, as ſhall be like a B*gianing of 
Heaven £0 you, 


4. Though I muft not Impoſe it, yet I cannot 
ehuſe but much Approve and Recommend ir, 
That before your Solemn Prayers, you would 
Read and Conſider ſome Portion of the Holy 
Scriptures, To Hear what God fays unto you, 
Before you Sp:ak unto God, For this is not only 
a Decent Preface, but an Excellent | Preperative 
to Prayer : Thus to Gacher in your Thoughts, 
and Compoſe your Minds, to Wait and Atrend 
upon the Lord. And thoſe Familes that' are 
much Concerii'd in the World, have the great- 
er Necd of this Means; To Excite ard En- 
gage them to the Worſhip of God; By Heating 
of ſomewhat fuſt from the Word of God, - He 
that turneth away his Ear, from Hearing the Law, 
even his Prayer ſball be Abomination, Prov. 28 9g. 
Though I quote not that Text, to prove it. a 
Duty, till co Uſe ſuch Reading before our Pray- 
ing : ( when the Meaning is, that an ill Pre- 
AFice will ſpoil even the beſt Prayers.) Yet we 
ſeem then to ſtind the Fairer, for a deſirable 
Hearing with the Lord: When we. are firſt Ix» 
quiſitive and Artentiveto. Hear what he' fays to 
our Souls, And you cn hardly Rz:ad a Pſalm, 
or a Chapter, with Deliberation , and Serious 
Pauſng upan it, ( as. all] Holy Scriprure ought 
to be Read, ) bur it will Suggeſt ſome Thougtus 
and RefleQions, that may prove of mighty Uſe, 
and Advantage , to Quicken and Promece your 
Prayers 


5. I wou'd, ziot only adviſe, . but earneſtly 
exhort you to a Protound Riwverence in the Wore 


{bip 
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ſhip of God: And ſuch-an Azful Carriage in 
his. Preſence ; as may ſhew you to Pray with 
Underſtanding ; and to Know Where you are, and 
to Whom you Addreſs, For it. is-another thing 
to Negotiate with the God, of. Heaven ; than -to 

o and fpeak to the Greateſt Prince upon Earth, 
Andir the Glorious Powers Above throw down 
their Crowns, and Shrink up themſelves , before 
his Throne : O how can deſpicable Warm: here 
ever Abaſe themſelves Low enough at the Feet of 
ſuch a Holy Incomprehenſible Majeſty ? And they 
that will Dare to play with this Conſuming Fire, 
may Dread to be made Duff and Aſber, in the 
Saddeſt Acceptarion. His Name 'is not only 
Glorious, but Fearful. Deut, 28. 58. This Glori- 
ous and Fearſul Name , The Lord thy God. He 
makes not only the Earth, and the Devils, but 
even his holy Servants, and the Pillars of Hea- 
ven Tremble. So Great and Good a man as Ds: 
vid, was' not aſham'd to Confeſs, Pal. r19. 120. 
My Fl-ſbh Trembles for Fear of Thee ; and I am Afraid 
of thy Tudygments, O the Madneſs then of Dyſpes 
rate Sinners, that can-make as Bold as their Lf, 
with ſuch a King, of Unlimited Power and Glo« 
ry ! The Lord Open their Eyes; For they know 
not what they do, But let the Biggeſt in the 
World lJezrn to be Wiſer. As they are taught, 
Pal. 2. 11, And Serve the Lord with Reverence 
and Godly Fear. And let me apply that for thy 
Admonition , provd Sinner ! Pfal. 114. 7. Treim 
ble thou Earth, at the preſence of the Lord: At the 
preſence of the Gedl of Jacob. For Alas, What 
art thou; bur a Piece of Weak, Vile Earth? 
And thou may'ſt exceedingly Fear and Quake, to 
thiak how Srif* and Stubborn thou haſt been with 
the Almighty Majeſty of Heeven, | "oo 

n 
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And becauſe; nothing ſo Low. abaſes us, as 
the Seriſe of Sin; The more therefore-to Height- 
en that Senſe, Be mare Free and Full in Cenfe/- 
ſing of your Sins , and Impleading your ſelves. 
And farbear not 4o tell even all the Work, 
For ſuch Doleful Arceents ifſue in Joyful A 
counts, The plentiful- Showers produce frui 
Crops , Pſalm'g1. 5.1 ſaid 1 will Canfeſs my Trane 
greſſions to the Lard::-. Ang, this, fargarvoeft the Ini» 
quity of my Sin, , And though Mourn'd in bu 
Complaint, and made 4 Noiſe, Pfalm 55. 2, Yet he 
Comforted himſelf ol 6. 8, The Lud has 
beard ' the Poice ef , my Weeping ; g+. 4, He gave 
more regard to the Groans, and Tears, than to 
the Words and Phraſer, Be not. ſparing then to 
Confeſs , if you Fn oy the woe abwun- 
dantly to Pardon. Yer ,.not, only your 
Prudenge ,; but Necefſcy nnaſt ſer Rowndr, For 
if you think you myſt Tell A, you will never 
have dang. then what you can'; And like 
por Debtor; , that uſe" to pay ſome one Time, 
and ſome another, And then thiak- you: have 
done it to ſome purpoſe, when you have but con» 
f:ſt enough, th Pierce your Hearts , and to pull 
d:wn your Souls, . 
- Bur !eGauſa many may pretend to the Reve- 
rence ' within, which they do not make 4p- 
ptr , and dey ns to Judge of their Hearts - 
Therefore .leaving tq_ every , one the Care of 
Humbliag their -Seuls before the Lord : Let me 
call upon you all, to make the outward Signi- 
fication ' of this inward Reverence, in your 
Family Worſhip. _ That the. Quietneſs and Gravity 
of your Carriage, the Seriouſneſs of your Coln- 
tehince, the Lifring- up of your Hands and 
EyS&, the Bending -_ Knees , the m_ 
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of" yrittt, Sight and Groans, and” fiich Eit ind 
DE Or , may tell rhe Compiny, That 
you” have a''t 
For there ate Rude Creatures', whoſe Preſence 
at the Worſhip is only a 'Nuſance tp the. teſt. 
ther Wriggling in'a reſtleſs manner, to ſhew 
how Unedy they are inthe Service; or Sr4rin 
ily then, ro ter 11s ee thilf they min 
nothing 1elF thih' the 'Ey2 of 'Yewen,; or. uſing" 
ſiigh 'wantoti -Fing Atians, bs fRem+-to make 
but a' Game 'of the moſt Solexgi Buſineſs : . And 
either Gaping and Yswning* over it , ct; Bow- 
ing their Noſes , 'or Raking their Thtoats, and 
throwing out their Spirtle, as it were in Scory 
and © Defiance of rhe Prayets. One would think, 
a little Good "Manners here , without .any thing 
of, a" Religiow 'Prinziple , "xfiight reach them ta 
Lorre& Tach Diſet#er; : "And fibt to be ſeen in 
the Worſhip with foch an Air of Conrempr and 
Trreverence, as only t6 offer the fovleff Mngdigniry 
go It, | | : | 
Though 1 confeſs, That the Humbling of 
the Heats, and the Abaſing of our Sel; within 
us, is the main of _— —— to the Fane 
of Spirits: Ang he loaths the Hail-Maſter, where 
the Rowe Fs” ih Me:kzry': © He Scorns the 
Lip-Labour , the Formal Cringing. ; . and all the 
Bodily Eperciſ '6f Empty Feps , that have rio Jn- 
rernal Spring of Devorian , no Broken Spirits; 
nor Souls that have. gone unter "the Work of 
2 Serious Humiliation, Yet that Lowlineſs and 
Reverence' within , will” ufnally be expreſt 4- 
50a; And: the Hamble Heart will. alſo pull 
Jown, the Kaver.” "And" as Jong” ss you have Bu 
ez to_arrtnd your. Soult in the Service of God; 
'tis fir yoa'ſhgutd make them” brow —_ 
: an 


ne” Regard of what you ate bout, | 
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and obſerve their Diffance. And - remember 
ſome Differente berween ſpeaking to the Sapreme 
Frernal God,' and ſpeaking ro any Mottzal Mar 
upon Farth. And' never "think you car! too 
much Abaſe yourſelves, before th iporenr 
Maker of the World , the Yremendons Fudge of 
Quick and Nead. That the Se/f- diminiſhing Po- 
tures may you this Kindneſs,  ro' mind 
you of the Infinite Diſproportion between you , 
and- the God whom you' Worſhip; ' and” to 
Preach to yout that _ Awnility, which is the 
fure and ready Way of riling co Hononr and 
Glory, Yer, 


6. At the ſame time you remember your 
Diſtance , that you may nor forget your Priv:- 
lege 5 nor let your Reverence of God (wallow 
up, and devour ll your Delight in him, endea- 
vour to make your Devetions Ez and Ples- 
ſant. Not a Harſh and Crievous Twk, but a 
ſweet Heavenly Entertainment , and 'a Labour 
only of Love. And this yon may do, by go- 
ing to the Lord, as yowr Grd; by Offern 
all your Worſhip m the Name of Feſus ;; 
to your Prayers, joyning your Thenks and 
Praiſer. 


1. Sweeten your Devotions , by having Re- 
courſe to the Lord, as your God, One to whom 
you bear a near Relation. And in ,vton you 
have an Eſpecial iwteref, And therefore may 
be bold to ery, Abba Father * and confident to 
find a kind ielcomg. It was ſaid of the Re- 
nowned Emperor Aug, (ir whom wes ſich 
a Mixtue of Majeſty and Clemency ) That they 
who darf# Fenture wpon him; did not know bu 


F > Grearre': * 
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Greatueſr : And they who would. not make bold with 
bim, did not know his Sweetneſs. So is the.Glory of 
God attemp*r'd with bis Merc, that the bright 
Reſplendent Perfe#ims, do not ſo much Check 
our Appreathes to lim; as Juacceſſible : But 
the ſweet Graciaus Attributes do as much Em- 
belden our Applications unto him , as the Bef# 
and Deareft of al our Friends, Here the moſt 
High Condeſcend: to us, who elſe could never 
Alcend to Him, And this may make us.in Lee 
with : our Pzayers,, that they bring us to ur 
Gad, and or Father, For what a Pleaſure do we 
take , to be near to our Great and Sure Fiemaſ? 
And to have Free and Familiar Intercourſe and 
Converſation with him ? And when it is, God my 
God! Then it is, Early will 1 ſeek thee : My Soul 
ehinfteth for thee. My Fleſh longeth aſter thee, Plal 63. 
I. Then will 1 go to the. Altar of God, to God my 
Exceedrng Joy: yea upon the Harp will 1 Praije 
thee, 'O God 1my,God,, Pal. 43. 4 And though we 
ae nmnwolved. in Trouble: , ye: we Chear up our 
d-jeficd Souls., as-it follows there, and bid 
chem Hope in him; For we ſball yet Praiſe him, 
who 11. &he Health of .our Countenance, and ow 


God. 

If the Lord be rby God, this witl. make Amend 
for all that thou canſt Loſe or Suffer in the 
Would; © , how large ExpeQtation mayſt thou 
have, from, him ? And what mayſt thou na 
Ak and Have at his Hand? who has given 
thee Hinclf #, This puts Life and Heart into 
thy Prayers, and Raiſes and Engages thy Eter- 
Na Thenk; : | That the Lord is thy God , and 
hou hgſt {ge  4cceſe. ro him, and. canſt make 
Bold. wath bigs ; and hall Riill be Ger'd for by 


lim; and Regeive a Child's Portion from him, 
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md be for ever Bl:ſed with him. No Cordial 
in the Wpeld ſo reviving as that, Ifaiab' 25. 0. 
Lo, this "a int God : We have waittd for im, 
and 'be will Save w. And Chap. 6r. 10. W 
Soul ſhall be Joyful in my God For be hath 
Claathed ms with the Garment! of Salua- 
rien, 

Poor Chriffian ! Be thou never fo Low in the 
World, Well it is with thee, and Happy ſhale 
thou by : If fo highly favoured with this Bleſ- 
ſed Privikge, to have the Lord for thy God. 
Take Comfort in it; make thy 4dvanage of it; 
fer thy Prayers be Endreared by ity and Raiſe 
thy Heart in Thankfulneſs for it. My Houſe, 
my Lands, my Money, my Cre«d.? , my Friend, 
my Iztereft in the World ! Alt theſe are Cori- 
remptible, and nothing to the Blifs of Avp- 
rien. My God ! my God! is worth Infiaitely 
more thin' them 4. And it is as much as all 
your Prayers are worth, to Inve this Wimmer 
of the Spirit with your Spirits, that you are the 
Children of Ged. For then you ſhall be ſure to 
be Heard and Anſwered, Pitied and Sparcd, Helpr 
and Relieved 'by your Father. God , even your 
own God fhall Bleſs yorr. And what cannor the 
Greateff of all Powers, and what will not the 
Beſt of all Fathers , 'do for you ? Come what 
will ; happen the worſt that can + Our God is 
able to Deliver us: Our God will Stick to us. 
In Troubles and in Death , he wilt be with us. 
And whoever elſe Fails us, He will never Leave 
wr, mor Forſake w. Still we may Speak to him; 
yea, though he Shy us, Trw# 'in him. Still our 
Prayer: ſhall come at him, and Preveil with him, 
to' bring Good even out of the Evil; and to 
INeſr to us, all that Gefals us ;. that it ſhall b: 
F 3 never 
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never the Wirſe, but Hoppy far us, it was ſo Bad 
bes BLEd, and SEALS again ace the Pac 
us Blfid, and B again are the C 
who are in ſucha Caie, to have the Lord fe 
their Ged.. No Queſtion to: be made, ( you'll 
fay) How Sweet and Glorious , beyond Expreſ- 
fion , is the Privilege, to them that are thus 
krv«ſtrd, Eat do you ſo Queſtiom your own 
Title to it, [that this daſhes all .the Comfort of 
pou ſaying, Ow. Father, which art in Heaven +. 
you dewbs till, . whether the Lord be-yaur 
God, and that Deadens. your . Prayers, and Sat 
dens your Lives ; Let me-then ask. you , Does 
it ſo Truble you indeed 3 And de you fo Prize 
the Heavenly Gift, that you long not ſo much: 
for any thing in the- Warld ? Why even thar, 
I cannot but take for ſome | 1/74 
wery , That either you have. it, or in the. 


fair Way. for-it, For ſuch:as have. no Intere# 


in it,. do not_ uſe to ſhew this Cancers abour 
it, . I cannot. here run out. into. the ways, of 
Tryal, or the means of 4:9uifrien. Only this ler 
me tell you in ſhort, and to the preſent pur» 
poſe, That your very Lowging after God in your 
Prayers, you may Reckon as a Good ZEyidencs ,, 
that he--is your -Ged. For the Spirit of Sapphices 
tiow,.is for certain, the Spirit of Adeptios. * And 
what is yet Dubiow and.) {Wqniing in the! Caſe ; 
By this Means you may. come ta.Cler it off,. 
and Fill it up. -For' his Promiſe js, To Give the 
Hely Spirit 40 them phat Aik him, And it is 
by- that Spirit, you are enabled ro fay, 4tbs 
Father !- $0 that 40 go on with your Projers, is 
ihe likelieſt Courſe to get. above all your Doubts, 
and to: ſetch down all-the - Comferrr, And if 
you will but Per/it in them , according to the 
Dare} ions 


"—_1 2 by 


—_ 
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"4 *Y here given, 1 I dare promiſe you, That 
own Seruple 10 

Ham | xo 55k Mefyes . _ not fail - +3 

m Fund . the iy SazisfaQion which yet you 


Wart. OY. 


2. Offermall your Worſhip to God, Is the 
Name of . his dear 'Son. For it is rhreugh Him , 
that we all have Arceſs to the Father, Epb. 2. ” 
Yea ; Baldueſs and Acceſs with Confidence t 
the, Foub of Hims, Chap. 3. 12, - Himſelf us 
Way, ,aqgd the, Door of ous, Admiſſion, wo" 
there 15,,,n0 other, way for. Sinful Men. to. get 


in with 2 Help, Ged 3 but by. Hizs!, - that has 


made the Htenemens for their Sins, Our Saviour 
himſelf has told us, John 14. 6. No Man come: 
to the Father , but by me. _ ma" ſoever 
this Way is come now. to .be ſpoken | agaizF , 


Fate by ſome that Nome the e of Chrit ; 


ay Are ver 1047, £0. Deſtroy their own 

je, oo fer {hall never. Tanſt £0 all 

3 th, tofiad us.que,a-BEims But 
e's, 7 the rareſt Ioventions. of any Mew,'T ad- 
per this Wiſeſt Projc# , 1 Adore this kindeſt 
Deſign of the . moſt ons Gad. And 1 am 


To 1 d and Sony, that any Reputed Ghri/ians 


be io Flagg their own. Enemies, -- as- to 
Fang, Seen ting " ihis Righteouſneſs of 


ye fre { that -have- fincdde- 
7” the mes ) th of ol lopk,.to God for 
ns Him, For what elſe 
was the meaning * of. thei Proving ſtill wich 
their Faces towards the 4k of the Covenant : 
It to Ex xpreſs their Faith in Ged that was to 
manifeited, in, the Kb ; of+ whom that: #4 
ad! jo Type. . And ww Daniel { that a 
is 


. 
104 "" f Perſnafwor 
his Fece the fame way, in his Worſhip , Chap. C. 
16.) begg'd {0 htd of Godr6 be Heard for the 
Lord's Sake , Chip. 9:7. What Lird could he 
mean , but- the” fame whom - Dawid” calN'd Bs 
Low that is now Sitting at the Right Hand of 
God ? 

You- muſt 160k then by Faith wito Jew, if 
you would have God ro Jook with Favour upon 
your” Souls. Ard "thus alfo you. may come to 
get « new Teſtimony of your 'Sm-ſhip, For to 
rhem that- Believe" 0» the Nam of his Chriit, be 
gives Power to become the Sons of Gbd, John 'T; 12, 
Yea thus, for all the Infirmizie# of your Prayers, 
and the \Faftings of your £iveY; yet INI you 
may keep Hope and Comfort alive in your Souls. 
When the Raggedveſ; of your own Righteouſ- 
neſs, and even the J[iquities of your Holy 
- things Recoil/ upon you ; and ter you the, that 
- your very Prayers and' Virtugs 'need a 
AMllrwance , and fome Wotthy Advecate , to tntke 
them Authentick "and  Exrront, before the. Thibu- 
nal of Heaven: Here"you 'miy fee. the *Al- 
mighty Helper , \'of God's own 'providing , at 
hand te Help you out : And may 'Believe that 
you ſhall be Heard, though even your Prayers 
for Pardon be ſuch; as nee# to'be Pardoned. 
For-when put into his Hands, they are accepted 
for his Sake , where they deferve ro be Te» 
jetted for their” Own. God has Refpeft to the 
Crvmant , in whict” you ure, more than to tlie 
Sacrifice , which "you '6ffer, - And Chri#f is rhe 
Med:ator of thas Covenant, Heb. 9g. r5, All the 
Fromiſes of God ave made in Flim, > Cor. r. 20. Yea 
rhe _—_ Promiſe, which Comprizes all, even 
that of Etryndl DYfe , "twas made to him, Ne. t. 
2. - For to'whom elſe cond ir be made, before rhe 
World 


ercifol + 


to Family« Prager. rog 
World began ? It was to him, in behalf of all 
the Children, which God 'would give him. By 
him then you are to Offty your Sacrificer. Heb, 
13. 15, And as tiz anen of Tye and- Siden, 
Aft 12. 25, made Blaftur, the King's Chem 
berlain their Friend, in order to theiv Peace : 
So make a far greater Friend; Every the Sm 
of the King Erernal your Friend in the Coeur? 
of Heaven: And by the Mediation of that 
eat Maſter of Requeſts, you ſhall Speed and 
mY ; for Peace, and all that ever you would 

Ve. 

The Conſcience of Sin , and the Experience 
of your own ability to do any thing as you 
on "y will pull down-your Courage , and Nip 
and Blaſt all your Comfortable ExpeFstions art the 
Throne of Grace : If you have not one there, 
that Deſerves Better, than you, to be Heard for 
you, But when the Hands are Faint and the 
Knees feeble, and the Burden Heavy : Yet there's' 
a Support, yea the matter of Rejoycing, even un- 
der all the-Load of Sin and Trouble ; That there 
is the Holy Oxe of God, and the Beloved of his 
Soul , Appearing Above- on' yowr behalf. And 
be -. maketh Interceſſun for the Tranſgreſſpr1. And 
God will not only Glorify his Mercy, but his Son ; 
In Granting Pardon, and. all that is 2sked-in 
his Name, ( granting it ) for his Sake. Do 
not therefore Deſpond, Becwuſe all is Imperſe# 
that comes from- you ; and nothing done by« 
you, bur what needs Pity and Parden : Nor 
grow Heartleſs to uſe your Prayers, Beciule 
you can make no Betrer #rk of them ;- and 
ſtill you find them ſuch poor- /orry Services 5 
For-even. the . Evil 'that you ſee in thery, may 
do. you this Good; To make you Lovk beyond 
E 5 thern ; 
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themz and' ſend 'you- away to the only Sevis 
or, for 'that Ref; which /18 no where 'on this 
Side him, ( No”not "in tht beſt of yeur Du- 
tier” ) ro ' be found. "Be 'in Him, you” 'may 
Fimd- it : And "Coming- to Him , He has Pro- 
*:iſed to- Give it, Do'as well as you can, 
then: And though ir be 'very "Short and Faulty 
fill ; Yet "Cheer up, and Go on Sowing. in 
Hopt, Becauſe you hive One 'to undertake your 
Cauſe , and to ſet you Right: (And it is not 
for the Worth of your Pr ayivs, But for the Merits 
of your Savieur, that God Accepts yop, in the 
Beloved: of his Soul, 


4: That you may have more- Comfore 'in the 
Holy Offices, Join to your Prayers; your Thaykt 
and" Praiſss, Be not aN in Confefing, Begging, Com- 
plaining; and Crying out :'Bur all the Marrer 
chat 'you have for Thenkfgrvime. And be as 


Ready * to Acknowledge your Receits ,vas to- 


Crave* Supply of your FAmrr, If you complain 
of Burdens and Sorrows, Do nor: make 
your Lives more Sad and Heavy than: you 
Need ; by Depriving your ſelves of thoſe Joys 
ard - Refreſt ments which your Heavenly Father 
not only Alm, but commands you, 'to take, 
Do nor Sullenly Hang your Harps wpon the Wil 
kwr; when he bids-your Take thew down , 
nd Recreate your wery Troubled Spirirs, with 
this Heavenly Mufck, For Religion is not a 
Sowre and Melancholly thing; If you do not 
moke "it fo. But ir is the way of Peace, and 
the well-fpring of Everlaſting Confolation. You 
may Serve the Lord with Gladmſi ; yea, and 
yew ought fo Rejoice” im_ him" evermore : Even 
when * you find Trib»letion ' in the world : 
And 
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* gdind in rwery: thing, to: ginue thanks , 1 Theſ. 5. 


18. Even |; in» Lefes.. and Creſſt:,  whith the 
World , counzw..the " things. For” it is 
Good | to. be, Affliffed. ; And will not you theh 
Thenk, him | that goes you God F Though the 
By-Standers may. take it to be notfiing bur 
Evil: : When the | Gloomy: Cloud drops Fatneſs, 
and the ſeeming Sharenef, is his Real Kindneſs ; 
Not zo; let. you.: Perijh indeed, for want of 
whick, he .. knows ta be . the * Preſervs- 
rive,, to keep you. from it. And If this 
Grigves you, A, that goes . C797 with” you, 
and . the rother; makes ,agoinſf you * Yer ſill 
you have a . Hundred things, Which call for 
Thankfulneſs from you: ' For all that ever has 
been Enjoyed :by you, and all that yet Remains 
ta, you. | When you are qut of the Deſerved 
Hel, and Receive at the Lord's Hands Scill a 
great . dea} more Good 200 2d , ani even 
Nothing ' to the s;-of Your. Sins. 

Oo "Gan ler broad Diſifter- ant A'lment 
Damp your Thanks, and. Praiſe, Not be Que- 
ralous, and in the Dumps, our of Humour, 
and all on the Fret, when every thing is nt 
ro your, Mind: : Or when any Afﬀittion is 
laid ypon your Loyns. As ſforfie will Whine 
and :Clamour, yea Rant and Ruffle ; as if 
they would- fall out; and Fight with Heaven : 
And fo ſpoill and hinder rhejr Praving, as 
well as their. Thankſgiving ; When any Cilamiry 
lights npon. them, or any Damage and 11jc- 
Ty 45 done them. Which is not only Paviſe 
Unmaynerly Carriage towards the great Lord 
of all; Who has the whole Authority, ( as he 
pleaſes, ). ro Order us; And Niill deals much 
Becter . than we - might expet. by us.: And 


luc 
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fach. as liave the Leaſt Couſe, do often few 
the moſt JImpatiencs; and of ' all the' York 
ev2s things , for which they®have to give 
Thanks, they can ſcarce find in their hearts, to 
be Thankful for any One: as if all were fill 
Below their- Worth, and” Nothing G4 enough 
for them: But this Ingrateful Grumbling Tem» 
per alſo Deſtroys all the fweet Peace and 
Comfort of their Lives, that harbour it: 4nd 
makes them as Uneaſy to. themſelves, as they are 
Rude and Troubleſome to others © *Fyer ever ont 
of Tune , and Unacquainted © with” that Joyful! 
and Pleaſant thing to. be Thankfal, Pſal. 147: r. 
And herein are put quite ro ' Confuſion, by rha- 
ny poor Afiifed Creatures, that © can yet be 
Decent ard Cheerful, Even when 'they have al: 
moſt nothing to be freen, but Hardſbips, and 
Bruſbes: in the World; 

O you know not what Sweetneſs you Loſe; 


For want of this Exertiſe; This Spiritnal Regrrarion, 


To be Thankful. to the Dvd, and BY 'bji) Name. 
When itis fo Pleaſant, Pa). 135. 3. He faid it, who 
knew it by a Joyful Experience, For who more 
Alounded.1in God's Praiſes than' Himfelf, And 
more - 6all'd_ upon others ro come” into the 
Conſor: ? As. yet may fre © throughout the 
P/abas. d" many a Pim, which he Begins 
with” Complaiming,” He Ends with” * Zhankſgiving:; 
An# when 'You have ſuch ſreefient 'Occafory 
of Thankfulneſs, ih the 'Mercits that -Come 6. 
Thick upon all every; diy, That F dare not 
undertake to Enumerate all, which even the 
Pooreſt Receives : Yet, can+-you find* none bur 
the 7arring Strings of Greivances, to Grate-up- 
on ? Not ſo much as this Bleſſtd — 


of the ſweet: and happy  Ofoor raerries wth | 
that 
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that you may all have, even when you will* 
Shall, ic not be Own'd ito his Praiſe and your 

? © will you not only Rob the 
Eord of his Glory, but your Sonls alfo of the 
Phaſure, to Revount his Mercies and Ble/r him 
ſor 'them ? To Chew upon the Delicious Ar» 
els, and make you Reliſh the Favours of 
Heaven : And not only find the Refrefhing 
Toſi of Bleflings Received, But Prepere you 
fill” for all! further Bleſſings Defred? '© Sprin- 
kle more of this Spice all over your Oblations, 
And- be riot Niggards here, to. your own Dear 
Soul But Jets them have a Targer Share in 


_ theſe R/fival Entertamments of all the BleG 


fed Inhabitants of Heaven. Here play the E- 
picures ; And let your Souls Delight themſelves 
in Fatneſy. Yea let them be Satisfied, ar. with 
Marrow 'and Fotneſ1, when your Mouths praiſe the 
Lad with Joyful Lipr, Pſal. 67. 5. 

I am' the more upon this, Becauſe, I. fear, 
there is more Diſconrent, than Thankfulneſ7., in 
moſt © Families. Thongh all ( if they. would 
ſee it, ) have more Cauſeto give-Thanks, than to 
make Complainty, And that I might alſd take 
off the Prejudice, that lies in ſo many» Minds 
againſt x $erf0ws Religion ; for the Sadneſs,” which 
they take tobe in ir; Az if they muſt take leayse. 
of all Jo when they turn over to this Way:; 
Whieh indeed: worldi/bring*+ them into the Pot+ 
fefffon 'of Better Joys, thare ever they Tifted in 
their Lives.. hot think - chen,, That I call 
you to a Poleful-Buſinefs, mm Calling you to your 
Prayers. When' to ull-well-difpoſed> Souls, they. 
are fo fall of- Sweetneſs ever in 1hrmſebver. And 
Falſo rel yow,/ How to- make ther:yer. Smerten,; 
By Expatiaving<-rmmoe--m theſes Rich and _ 

ie 
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Fields of /Thankgining , and: all the. Joyful Pg 
ſer of God ; whire-! you xnay (Solace your, {ylyes, 
even'as ſtep ,, and: as much;,as you pl I 
would not help to + 5a4d@ your) Lives j-but t6 
make them indeed Fay, and-full of whe Brf 
Comforts. By Adviſtag you to Pour out ,your 
Heavy Hearts ;'-and Caſt all your Burden upon 
the Lord; And then to Raiſe thoſe} Hearts up, 
in /the 4dwxr atiee Of. his Love, and the Celebrg- 
Jiexw'of his Preiſe. 2» Hokt[ Melody in your Hearts 
And: ſometimes alſo with your Mowhbs; Jn 
Pſalms , , and. Hymns. and. Spiritual Sohgs'; 
Singing , 28 well ay Sprokeng! the- Praiſe of 'the 
Lord. And O that you would not here be 
Enemies to your own Joy. and beſt Delight! 
Bur take the way-to be- out of Care, and out 
of Paiz, .. The way,, net! only Preſcribed by me, 
but by the: dpoftle, Phiii 4. 6, 7- Br Careful for 
nothing ; but in every» thing, by Prayer and Sup+ 


made. known +18. Goo. | And the. Peace of God which 
paſſurh of Underſtanding, foul teep your Hearts and 
Mind; threugh Chroſt Jeſus, 

7. Let your Prayers be made with Zral and 
Rervency: of Spirit. And: be in. Erneſt 'with 
chemy that you may} be indeed the Bezrer, for 
then. Do'nat think it ,c£n0ugh to $27 oyer fo 
many Wrdsz or: to S927 Put lach oa Thape. {| Bac 
pot forth [your Rlvgs, in; the Service, As; the 
Greateft Work , wheran your can ever be Con- 
cerned. When-/thete is the Corkaſr, without 
2 Seul; The Arts of Goadlbneſt ,'' and nothiog of 
the. Pawer 3, andy a Face of; Religiony, bur the 
Life. Departed ; no; Swe: of the Altar'y, No Hears 
in the Sacrifice; | The-yery Devptjon, arvine ; 
As Dull as Lead;; ard / 95 Cold--a5- dee; Serb on 
. la- 


plication, with Thankſg iving, kt your Regueſis be 
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Oblation 1s not only Panity, but fbomination. Ah 
Lock What '2 , Preſent is this, for the. Living 
36d, The Searcher of Hearts, The great- King, 
The Lovd of Heffs, whoſe Name is Dreadful among 
the Reathen ” Though Zeal does not lye all in 
KNo1ſneſs ; A great Cry , and nothing elſe: A 
Forced Tome, and Unnatural Hzat : Yer when 
the Words cotne Warm from the Hear! : And a 
Serb Heatt Pours gut its Abundance, in a Live- 
ly Voice ; It is very #fe#ing both to Speaker 
and Hearers. And ſuch A4rgour ſends up the Þn- 
cenſe, and. makes the. Soul Aſcend ,; as in a Fiery 
Charide., 

Bur do not count it your Teal, To Huda: 
over Words, as Faſt as you can ſpeak; And ſo 


' Hiſten to the End, as to Jet your Tongues Oar- 


run Your Atterition ;| And Baſt the quickeſt Ap 
prebenſion , for ' being able to keep Pace, Ir 
would: be more Adviſable, to have your Words 
Rwer ; ſo that they were Conſidered beiter ; and 
that you: might have-more. Lerſure to: Feel, - and 
Taſte, and Digeſt your Prayers. For 'tis not 
to Devbuy 4 great deal ; butCto Fred upon as much 
as you are Copable of. I1fay, To Feed upon it, 
nd make your utmoſt Beni) of it. . with 
that Proviſe, Be as Hot uþori it as you can. | 
0 Stir wp ,nourſehve; to take bold of the Lore. 
And ſhew thit you really do ind the Bufineſs 
that you are about ; and do Heartily Ex age in 
it: Ser God, 'and Heaven, and Dear , and 
Hal; before yont” To Rowe up your Sluggiſh 
Hearts, and- make, you. Strugg'e the. harder in 
"your 'Prayers. y, leato from- the very Reg - 
" gevr'at your” Dees, to be as Earneſt” with Gad 
in. your Houſes, How hajd will the popr 
Wrech, beg, bur for a Piece of Bread, or a 
Cup 
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Cup of Drink? And not give ore, nor be 
Bier, till they have got it ? And does it net 
much more Concern you to be Importundte for 
the Bread of Life , and the Cup of Salvation? 
That your poor Soul; may not ſtarve and pe- 
riſh for ever ? But do you think that God will 
Regard you , when your ſelves do not Regard 
what you ſay ? When you Sleepily tell over 
an old Tale of ſo many Words, with not half 
ſo much Concern , as a Beggar will do fer a 
Cruft * 

And though you cannot be Intent upon eve- 
ry "Word and Particular throughout the Prayers; 
yer ſee. thar you keep up a Zealous Concern ,. 
and a Devour Frame of Spirit, quite to the End; 
And'let not the” SheZ, and Hwk of the Duty con- 
rent you, bur preſs on to the Inward Heavenly 
Benefit Everlaſting. And when yc 1 are to Draw 
nigh to God, let not your Hearts be out of the 


way”, but bear the. Chiefe# part of all in the- 


Service. 
Do” not throw the Prayers off. ſo Late at 
Night , till the Heagts. that ſhould be lifted up 
ro God, be pull'd down with Sleep. And one 
is Noxdizy here; and another there quite gomr ; 
like fo many dead Logs. And all Long to have 
the Hindrance out of the way, that they may 
be gone to rhicir Beds. Bat let Him that gives 
Al, "have of the Be# from you. And what 
you do ro the Lird your God, do -it with all 
your Heart, with all your Soul, and-with all your 
Mig ht. - 

Whoever make a Jeff of your Zarnef, Scotn 
the Zeal, and" call it Mote Ado than Needs, fo 
to” Ahouris in- the Work of the Lord: And think 
you. would be more Wiſe , if you did Z4: 
+ Crying, 


_ 
cy 


ov 


" et @ ., 


to Ftbniz-Proer. 17 
LIVING, WOAt. a Wark is bere with their Prax 
ky Waker they- put ,off God with a 
lege, as the Common Werſbipper; do? And 
wh oyer a few Words of Courſe, and 
nt oe $uſiciemt ? Regard not ſo much, 
What they Tay againſt you!” Cw would ſheve 
more Wiſdom to be Imployed with yoo):* As 
you regard, What an All-deciding Judge yow 
attend, *3nd whit an” Tmportajit Buſoreſs you have 
in Hind: *Tis the Judge Xhiae muſk Drow you, 
and'alf the World forever? Ang is the. Mat- 
rex of Life ant Deark, E/enal. And infuch a 
Caſe ,, bs "hizy as much, Scors, the 'Scarner , as 
David deſpist the Trunts: of his good Partner. 
When ich! , the Wile that was TFd' with 
him, Drew another Way from him ;-. And what 
was his Meat , was her Poyſon : When ſhe made 
1" Game' of his Tranſport”; for Dancing with all bis 
Might , befive the ##k of God, ind Teex'd him, 
4 you may find,” 2 Sam. 6, 26, How: Glorious 
was tht King, of Thatl td day, whe wnitevered bin 
fel t# day i the Eyes of the Handmaid: , his Sar« 
wants , as one of the Vain Fellows , ſbamefully Unco- 
vert” himſelf ? q. d. "Twas a fine Sight to fee a 
King- make ſuch a Pol of himſelf. He told her, 
N was os the Lord; and fo not his Vanity, 
bar his Plery., Therefore her Scoff{ ſhould not 
bring him eo confefs it a Foplt, But if that mote 
to be Vile, he would V«"wmore File thin fo. And 
Gus il, with Epicers and "Wiridlmg:s , the 
whole Generation of God's Children- go for a 
Company of Inipertinent Buſy. bodies :* Yer ar 
the ſame time, their better PraQtice condemns 
all the Tribe of "Epicures and Worldlings, for 7 
Company of Ungodly Truants, that Rand Sta- 
ting and” Lavghing at others Zeal and Devo» 
P 108. ;. 


114 A Perſuafooi 


tion ; when 1t. infinitely. Rehoves boy ſew 


"he 


their flew N Pak) Hal: ro 
your Heav ather's Buſtug]; , as thoſe 
a, Playi $3 re for os Fr "7 

2t now” dtride your *Simiplligit one 
Wilk; and With , thic they bad b born, you 
Company. 


8. Look. to your Coroi pela as wel as to 
Merl Supplication. K-41 Lig es be Re- 
Is. in. other. Reſ7 eh val "Y Perig- 


py jove Fray pers 

| 4 { ich. 2 feps.'Þ Cafe pA 
oe e Fa oa d , at "a" all in Upreans, my with 
Strife , and Vir'd with Wrath; When it x.& Rings 


with Peals pi Oath: ind. C Curſong , 
or Dilly Wantoupeſs.: with = 
AY me: 


Id ot Rebels 
Wha the Crew '© ni 
he.” B:7 ew of CO Mes Hons & 
Night , rs like Ho; qo. re 
as any Good Order to be 582 among Ex Fo 
God ! .Whag a. Preparation is here to Prayer ? 


What Kin js ſuch 1#1/s doing.. , x . Prong 


Wc ? And Z2 
Me rigpiogy Es ml Ne ty. Pk als 
be aſhame vold wp, their þ Irs 


e Lord at ÞProjer: Times ; ;.. when 
fo baſely af all other -Zimps, "1 Nick Þoy Ks 
that Men who lead ſuch Diſorderly Lives , ( they, 
can. but ſeldom . come Home Seber to their, 
Houſes ,_ if they meet ' any... Temptation- by. the. 
way, that chey) are ſo lictle Friends to Pray! 53 

can neither kill of, nOL 4W2y W; þ ſwcb ki kind of 
frm 
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Exerciſet- And where all the Serings are © 
much- out of Tre, what Muſick are they like 
to make in the Conſort | Nay, when thoſe whom 
God bath. Joyned together , Dividef themſelves 
afunder-; and the Hwhand and. Wife-fly upon 
one another like Infernal Furits : Or can only 
ſometimes Hier it off, as Laſcivious Brutes: No 
wonder if by ſuch Living alewed, the Prayers 
be Hindred, » Pet, 1. 7. Yea, worſe yet , when 
Whoredom takes away the Hears, and ſtrange 
Fires, with their Su/phureus French ,' prevail over 


+ all. che Love.of Ges, and all the wght worthy 


AﬀeQion to dev > Their Preyets then (if they 
do make any} carry fo ill a Sevour , Noifome to 
«Heaven and Earth, that God 4bhers them ; and 
the arid cries, Let them amend theis Lives, or 


what ſignify their Projers? . 


And after all that F haye aid for the Fawi—yy- 
Supplication , I muſt tell you, That this will be 
in Yew , without Family Reformation, Nox. will 
it do you ay goods to have ſoge Projers an 
your Houſes 04/erved, when the-very Wall of 
your Houſes cry one againſt you, for the Wick- 
edneſs there Herbeured, But an Upright Heart , 


- and..a Gedy Life, { nexr the Blood: of Cheat ) 


has the moſt powerful Orgtory, to prevail with 
Heaven, and will ſpeak Bezer for you, thaw 
«ll the: {#ords of Prayer , and all che Imports 
Nity, of Lord, Lord | For you may read of thoſe 
whom- he ſaid he would nyt Hear , though they 
made many Prayers, Iſaiah 1, 15. But you ſhall 
find ſuch as never fail to ſpeed in any Re» 
queſts, x John 3. 22. Whatever we 4k, we Re- 
ceive of Him x becauſe we keep his Commandments, 
and do thije things that are Pleafing in his ſights 
This Care and Conſcience to- Pleaſe the Lord , 


will 


'FI6 4A Perſuaſive 


will 'give you ſach a Recommendation with him, 
that you ſhall never find the Repulſe from him, 
Bur indeed , jt is much about one, whether you 
have Prayers. or no Prayers, if you cant Reconcile 
the daily Praying with Ungodly Living , and conti- 
nue as Impenitent in your Sins, as Conflant mm your 
Prayers. - 

O ther Repent and Turn to the Lord, as well 
as: Call pin his Name. And not only down up- 
on your--Kiees, but down with your Sins. Caft 
the Curſed things out of your Houſes; and your 
Hrarrr, that will not let - the- Lord Dwet with 
you ; nor look with 'Fevour upon you; bur 
make his Holy "things Pain and Grief to you , 
His Preſence to Duſb you, and his Worſhip to 
Forment you. Though I do not, in this Life, 
expe&t any Conver/ion without Inperfetſion 5 or 
thar you ſhonld fo Turn to the Dord, 3s to 


Turn all Sin out of your Sault; | I do- not look 


ro” find” the Families, or the Chrifiiens without 
Feult;, 'Yet'T'would have.you to Brwdil as much 
as you" citinioe Cure; and .not to Beg the Grace, 
which you would not bave; nor Pray againſt 
the Sir which you do not mean to Leeve, I 
would have your -Lives free from oper: Scandaly 
befbre rhe It; and your Hearts free from 
allowed Hypreriſy' in the Sight of God, And fo 
© Keep your Hearts , and Order your Lives, 
char you ey not Toſe all the Labour of your 
Prayers. OMake not Prayers the Fhlum , to Shel- 
ter any Wickedneſs ,' but the Battery, to maul 
and break it-to pieces: That m the Name of 
the Lord\, yon may Deſtroy it, and by his Strength 
Feall'd in with your Prayers )- you may Sure 
wount and get above it. And with ſuch Simplicity 
and Godly Sincerity , carry towards the great 
Overſeers 
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Overſeer of your Hearpand Lives, that you may 
be Bold in your God , and Delight to come ts 
him, and Nill find the ſweet Welcome with him, 


And now having given you the Reaſons for 
your Family Prayers, and pat to Confuſion (if 
not to Silence) the Exceptiovs againſt them: And 
produced thoſe true Cauſes of the NegleQ, which 
are not for the Credit of any Prayerleſs. Fami- 
lies to be mentioned : And: having &ewed bork 
how it ſhould be Timed ; and alſo Managed; O 
that I could Perſuade and Prevail with all that 
knew themſelves Faulty, to Break the Ungodly 
Cuſtom, and to get over the Barricads's , that 
ſo long have Stopt and Detain'd them : Before 
the Lord come and ſtop their Brearh , and break 
in with his Fury,,upon 'them.,,, And whea. all 
that any have. to ObjcB&. yi 3s. fo frivolous; 
that 1 Could ſcarce havo anſwer'd,:if I had 
not thought it more to Ned , than to Deſerve 
the Anſwer: O that you would fall from, your, 
Excuſe; to your Prajer: ,' and not ſtand, alledging 
this and the Yother, which you will not dare 
tor mentian.,, 'when your Judge comes to Call 
you to Account; or if. you. ſhould , you. ſhall 
not then be Heard. And. ſhould: you, ſuffer the 
deadly Enemy of Souls, ,aad of Prayers, 10 Gagg 
and Mxzz/e you now., you'll, be {tzuck Spregbleſs 
then. For þ kg will ,tell you, - what you 
foould have. done ; and, what you night have 
done. . \::d being fo Seif- condemned, it will be 
Vain then to Speak. . But you'll depart from the 
Lord, and go away with, the Curſe upon you; 
for a. moſt Silly ,, as well as Ungodly Company, 
that you would; not .come to, Him , nor have 
the Mercy , becauſe you would not ſo much 
as 


_ 
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as Ak it, in the Time wher' it wis to\be'gb. 
tained. O' prevent that Deſperate Magſr with 
which you wilt then fall Foul upon yourſelves, + 
if ſtill you Refuſe tro make your Advantage of 
the Price put 'into' your Hands. Prevent "the 
dreadful Crying out rev Late, by Crying mightily 
to God, while he gives you Leove and, Oppor« 
runity for it ; , when he gives you, Charge 
and Command (Fir © O' think it a Hoppy Word, 
that God" ſhould" ſay to every one"of you, as 
Agrippa did to Paul , *Afts'26, 1. Thou art per- 
mitted 10 Sprak for thy ſelf. Then' Reckon and 
Reſolve with  yotirfelves,, we will not lofe rhe 
Eternal Bleflirg for went of our Speaking. We 
will 4+ our Time, and tzke the Liberty; and 
with all 'our Soufs, be Thankful to the Bleſſed 
Giver.- Not flying for Shelter here, -only m ſome 


Dark atid Perillow Days, of untler fiich grievous | 


Preflures thet Extorrf it from 15+ Burt be Conſtant 
eo it, 25 46 all the $s that we have moſt Nerd 
Of in the World. = | 
* 'Now, - do not think 2 Meal, or a Nap 
onee im a Week, or once in two or thre Days, 
cnongh far your Bedier: But you are at your 
every Day, and at Lene every Night ; 
ind apt to think it much , if you want but 
one Day's Fed, or but one Night's Sep: And 
I muſt tell you, ye are under a wicked Mi- 
Hoke; if you do not think your Prayers to be 
of greazer Canrery to you , than your Dirt, or 
Four Rayment, or your Natura] Repoſe. For 
though Deſtirute of theſe ,-you may have God's 


Love ;' and be Happy for ever. But withoue # 


your Prayers, you ate withont God in this War id , 
and like to be'LofF Creatures Erernilly -in_ the 
Next.” Do you find the. Need then -of - Daily 
. Bread, 


to Family. Prayer. It9 


Birad , afid rat'of Datly Prayer ? And whit that 
is Good" can” you think of youtſelves , when 
Hardned in this Negle& ? Shall Tews hive Moryn- 
ing and Evening Sacrifice eyery Day ? And ſhall 
Chrifliant, that*are 'fo m lig'd to. God , 
have L:ſ:? Nay, ſhall pPpifts, Parks, and Ethuicks, 
make" their Daily Prayers? And ſhall any that 
call therpſelves Reformed, and Prafefs fo much a 
Better Religion , lead more Ungodly Lives, and 
make no Copſtience of their Prayers? We may 


Proreft Jr. apr ſuch” Proreſtants , that are-a the 
Scabs and” Sorches of out and live in it 


ottly 'to' diſgratr 'it', arid to plague It, And 


may-you all berter Remertiber yourſelves , and 
Return wo your Lord, and Cleve ro Him, and 
Keep in, with Him. © 

'©' that you may be here Detetmined, and 
$f in this way of Duty ;, that all the World 
may ,not''put 'you, beſide ic! And ſo: make it 
your Cuffem, that you may be Known by'it, and 
let all Men know thit. you will not break it. 
Men uſe 'to be Fond all Thnacions of Cuſtoms, 
though they be none of the beſt, too often ſome 
of the Wotſt. ,O that ,you would make your 
Prayets "fo much your Hebit ; that here you may 
Plead..your Cuforr , ,and fer up your Relolution ; 
ſo T have hw'd my (If to do, and fo I will 
do: 1. am cleatly for it, ware $a hear againſt 
it, Nothing ſhall Pull. me from? lo his 
Service, fo long I hive liv'd,, ahT.no-.Cauſe 
have I have to Complain , but abundant Qbli- 
gation.ts be Thatikfal. ” No Reafon do-T find 
£0 Deſert , but the fropgeft Motizves to Perſyt. 
Fer never can I Serve 2 Lotd' fo Gd, ,never 
wait 9n any that Can do for me Ib Wil. There- 
fors what 1 have Begin, 1 Will Carry on. And 


vw hat 
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what 1 have done in the Daily Worſhip of: Gad 
aforetime, ſo will contiaue to do as long as 1 
hive any Tin:e. 

You may read how the Devgut Danie/, Chap, 
6. 10, would Mlkgo on. Praying to his God , 
even 4n the Face of Danger, and juſt before 
the Mouths of the Lions : Under that Bloody 1a 
terdifF , which made his Duty like to coſt him 
ſo Dear as his Life ; yet he would. net -eadure 
{0 have ſuch an Embargo lid 6n F Frayers , 
nor ſuffer the ſevereſt Menace $0 Terrify bim 
out of the only Refuge for a Gillreiled Soul; 
but would let all Men ſee, That, be did 
Serve the God whom he wis 4bem's or. Wa 
to Own. Though , no doubt , but he,was ſub 
nerf oy Leto among the Profang: Spe- 

ators $ Devations, as 4 uy, 
lous Precifiex , that cou! bedg Tree 
ftomed_Praying ; at jeſt, Bon ſuch. 
and Capital Puniſhment was laid upon. Lon 
Aoes the Man mean fo to throw aw ay. Tk T1 
does he think to Court the Lions wh hi rayert 
Or to Blunt the Edge. of their Tech with this 
Breath of his Mouth? Yer all could not cake him 
off, but Kill he proceeded ia. the wonted way of 
his Wonſbip 

Now mY s fie did in ch a. Perilions Ti PF 
And 'wif! 4;ot ſo.ne of you be brought $o pay 
your Lon; this Homage ig a Time of Safety and 
Liberty # When there is no Lim tn, the way, 
bat of your own Fancy ; when to do jt , is not 
at ' Your Peril; but inſtead of any to Deter you 
from'it, you are Solicited and Calld upo 
todo it? Yea ,, and told what a Shame, 5nd 
Scandal, ard Danger , it is for You to leave it 
undohe ? Horv you venture upon the Roaring 
Liog 


to Farnilg-Projer. I21 
en, 'bechoſe your will rior Fly” fot- Succour 'to 
the God pF yoor” Salvati6n. Abd wha will-you 
I nſwer”to Nor, "if this' you Perſift ,"T [iy rior, 

Serve him", but to NegleQ' him ; "nd to'De- 
%ſ) and Shght his Service ? When you will not 
Noxch the - Burden ' with one of your Fingers, 
—_—— may have the' Honour: and Praiſe, for 
ckivg And whict others would go away 
with," it w#8 af mech &s their Ef ace: and 
Live} were xth, to bear ir,” "And eve at this 
#:y;” Ho mmy dg Smart 'and Suffer for the 
= that vety Reli ,- which you are 

wor A Tile#ated , but Ex and Importuned 
dw , yet mote'ind more? And it is not 


as of Ro#fing Lion , that Afrighty 
Ns ry Ak Devil, # the Q/d Ser- 


Ate #nd Coil you out 
it ry A Det as T have rold 'yorr 
©, Th Ee: '7 the Dwvil of-Privte, the 

I out of Con- 
cet with it; ie ak you et er --. at Ir, 
than fet a 


And that As may tba cured any with. 
the Stream of CufSi#, TY Sex 
of this dap us Neg! Q: O1 ge ſ0 much 
upon the the W6:K'> The" #hd of 
the Warld. For o$ ol ugh. now Dt hr Aon: 
the Jolly: Loring "th *"ſcoriv * 
and Hippy and of this Prajiny- Fa lier, To 
| }—-4 and Spedk as Baſe and Di/aainſuly; yet 

on 'ſhall**come 6 rake'your laſt 'Lrove of 
-iop orld}, .I know 'of- which then your = 
ike the Berrey | arid whether 'of =o 
reckon” the Happ/tr. And W "or 
cote to'Judg? the Wold ;'T know; ich which 
Sort you would be glad be Frnd, © However 
you 
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you wou'd with ta Dye with the her, & thea 
do. nor Stifle your Convatſinn: , le yo 
Orporemmitier , while th ore. you. De 
nat put off the Work of Life, tall 
the very Period and Concluſion of, your a aan 
To let nothing but the Stroke of Death pult 
ſeizing your Souls, drive ;you 19 4/ous. Prayers; 
end then. only to Breathe how. hen yo 
fhall  be' Breathing -your FR os 
Pious Orders of \ RL ©, hs t\ Depth 
10 Break up the Houſe. earn, _ 
times, and Cry now while you 
leaft you, be f f 29  ſer.vp th bi by -/ nd 
ry, when there mos hd yu oo bs 
laſt , the foul S<9 ow Þ 
belcech jon. 
ro am Oar you 
fim be _ up/b 
the Slchful EE 
of your # a 
znd witheuthis Holy ans. Devour Wor- 
Pip. But Reſolve quickly, with wu Heerenly, 
as well as Ganeantoyp, Herbersy 1, (+1 
* 
4 and Dar Prom wil (qgether Baz” 
Admit and Weſceme this Gueft into your Houſes 
as one of the Beff that ever came there, And i 
ou Jook ſor Everlaſting Re# with God ; | now 
tter- Peſtir you for him. _ Humble your Souls 
beſos ham. far | eters (o ron tÞ and Ss ſo 
m as LH one, ': Confeſs. it 
Per dog. JOL.;it. "= od Pray , and Fr Frog . and, 
Serave, that; it- Mo be ſang more: That .you 
may fakpw : better; Example: ,; and a 24/7. as 
come 
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to Family: Prayer. £23 
come to (et better Parrerns, And make fuch Con- 


That } have been Rowzing among' many Fami- 
A find ſinall Wicker; bur 
as many plaines of my Over-Officieuſneſr, as 
] have made of their Undey-doings. From ſuch 
may expe& to hear ,) Pragmacical, and a Buſy- 
y-in other's Matters : As much as I call Sloth 
fol and'Negligent in their Heavenly Father's Bu- 
ſineſs- Thirty may ak, Why cannot I let chem 
alone? And-1 'muſt Confeſs, I have as much 
Reifon' to ter them alone}, as they have to ler 
alone His Work that Mext them. - But ſome may 
Hear more of what they Call this Heavy Cry from 
me; til I Hear more of the Heavenly Cry from 
them, For where I fee many ( and ſeveral of 
them my Friends) Poſſels'd with fuch a Dumb 
Devil "1 find it very hard to - Forbrar Speaking. 
G 2 Though 


11 
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Thovgh.it may look like the Troubling my ſelf.co 
make; others Unraſy5. 1 bad. rather: do io , Gon. 
they honld be far ever Ueno, qi. Fly Squod of 

this Bc8, though pane o 1 , (but ſat 


ag :will. be-choughy Shtif! and Hor, jr many! 


Farg yea.iz pragetbut Lodo eponghizo, ADuRent 
ſuch $1 ipecnd, -I have my. Defigh, : 'Aad oh here-: 
fore. 1 would 'have var, not only, chrough- 
out my  Neagghbourhood , FX over the Laxd. 
For: I; have-Cried.;; and ELETCND 
a. great Fark of, was _ «091 Had 

na; 


contented to be thought , if 1 can bur 
their Everlaſting Trouble. But you know, = 
pare” Ars 4hou 1 the. 27 het 1 Tranblerb rat! ? 


i8. 23. was the; greateſt Dow hn of | it. 


Hinh And; tt; ſuch a5 here. Complaig, but 

Examine themſelves for the. Gou/ef 4 and! they 
may find. a Trovhlelbme Gomparion ip theie,own: 
Boſants [that will never Jer. them be ut, Queet, 
though I fhob!d. 1 can heartily ſay, 4s our Let d 
Commands; Lyke 10.5. To whatever Houſe 4 
eater ,. Pedro bt 16 this [le fo, Bat if the Sev of 
Peice be ciþt there, { 5.8: ſuch: as are Mee: to 
KReceiveir,) Þcannot hejp it ; And that they no. 
bitten Know the V//27 gf, Peace: 1am Sorry fot. 
ir and. chives: my Nehrs, ;-to. Pris: our-thetl 
Way torahemjl if they: will rakd tl And where 


Lamnift: LCoe.any. of 'ory Friends , may it be by-this - 


freeatin and. FaithfulncG, with ther 1 and -for 
beſtowing ſuch 23:.Labeie, of | Lowe ,upon them. 
Niey na bizge Hurt cofneirdiany of yaur Houſes.) 
Apd may they-6ll be as 06. ny: a4 ] flo _ 
them 


w- 


to Family: Prayer. 125 
them; | And'then Iam, ſure, ic will, be. much, 


better with them ,/ than, any that. bere, talks: the / 
Baldnels ta Cepsrulare, with, go. the, way;tg he 


theoo.., 3 1 Ya * B17 / (12 18 i660 
LTbiy.oe Bafad Dioellings, where .God: 15. not 
wm ;; 


and.tpra,;qut-the greas,, Maſter of iran And. 
take Hf Yom fas mſi Ang jo th 
re om them, and come 1 er to take Ples ſure in 
& 2230093314 id i 'T ; WO 373 P00 
But all the Bl:ſſg? of Hewen. be the Portign 
of thoſe Families , where God 1s daily and duly 
Call'd upon My Heart is with them; and all 
the beſt of my Wiſhes are for them. The Lurd 
Increaſe them more and mere,, them and their Ch:l- 
aren, May they continue ſuch Shining Light, in 
the World ; till they come to Shine as the 
Brightneſs of the Firmament in the Kingdom of 
their Father, And may others, at theſe Tochys, 
Light their own; yea, fo =_ this Light be 
Communicated ( as the common Light) ro Propa- 
gate irfelf far and wide throughour the Earth, 
That ſuch as See it, may fall in Ze with ir, 
and be Drawn in by ir. And fay to the Praying. 
Families, 2s the Gent:/:; to God's Iſrael, Zech.s 23. 
WW: will go with you ; for we have heard that Ged 5 
with you. 
j \ | A 
I have done. The Lord Profper my poor Warn- 
ing with his Heavenly Bl:ſing ; and Excite and 
G3; Quicken 
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Quicken you to Prayet ; and Teach 2nd He 
yoy init; and miake you Ready and Mighty 
it; yea, welk pleas d and much in Love 

O that it may be the Joyful Sound in 

of your Houſes ! /Daily' herd among 
Duly -aade'by yot: That {6 you ney. / 


IST 


zZ 
7 


down -all your Smrr tinder your , and Pray 
down alt his'Bl-fing? on Your Heats. And fie- 
ver leave off to 4k, and Seck | Knodk , till 


< 
3 


ou have Revein'd , ahi Rind ,  indgot Her! 
Qpened ; end #n' £xcrance Id no rhe Everls 
Where you" find\ your | 
ſtow's ,' Expiring into the' BREA B1#Hlhy ; 
which to Enjoy all the Sweet, 'ahE precious 
Fruits of your Prayers, #nd your Redermer's Pire 
thaſe for ever. amen. 
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